a TOTAL of 1,750 students

£ obtained Public Services -

o partment (PSD) scholar-
_sh:ps_ to study overseas this year.

- DBfthe figure, 971 went to bumi=
- putra students while the rest were-
non-bumiputra candidates (see
chart for breakdown).

Deputy Prime Minister Tan Sri
Miihyiddin Yassin said the criteria
for selection for the PSD's Overseas
Degree Programme was based on

“arcademic achievements, involve-
_ mentin extra- curricular 2 activities,

-famllybackground and mtemew s

performance, -~

“The PSD received 18, 344 appll-
cations forits Overseas Degree
Programme this year and from
that:figure, 10,956 met the mini-
mum grade and conditions for the
programmes,” he said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. - ]

‘Muhyiddin, who i I.S also
Education Minister; said the
two most popular fields among
candidates were Medicine and
Engineering \ while the three most
popular study destinations were
the United Kingdom, Austl‘aila and
New Zealand. :

- “He said 465, 853 candidates sat
for the SPM in-2009 compared to
442,936 candidates the previous
year, adding that the increase in
the number of candidates meant
there was stiffer.competition for
the Overseas Deégree Programme.

“A total of 847 places were

pravided for students who applied

for critical coursesin medicine, -
dentistry and pharmacy in various
countries including Australia, New
Zealand, India, Czech Republic,
Poland and twinning programmes
at the Penang Medical College, -
Melaka Manipal Medical College
and the International Medical -
University,” he said.

For engineering, there were 41 0
seats available at universities in
France, Germany, the United States

- among other countries.

Muhyiddin said soon after the -

indians
Others

results of the Overseas Degree
Programme were annoufticed on
May 21, there were 59 students
who rejected the offers while
4,298 candidates had appealed.

Of the appeals, he said 1,218
were from candidates who
obtained at least nine A+'s.-

On Iune 9 Prime Mlmsterl}amk

-~ Seri Najib Tun Razak announced -

that another 250 scholarships
would be offered this year under
the Overseas Degree Programime, .

making it 1,750 scholarshipsin tofal. -

MUHYIDDIN: There was stiffer

-competition for the Overseas

Degrge Progr_a_!'nm_e.-

Besides overseas scholarships,
Muhyiddin said the Government
also sponsered 100 top scor-
ers who opted to: pursue,stud~
ies at the research universities,

- -namely Universiti Sains Malaysia,

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia,
Universiti Putra Malaysia and
UniversitiMalaya.

At'the same time, Muhyiddin
said 1,900 places were offered
to top students not selected:

~underthe Overseas Degree

Programme at highereducation
institutions and foreign branch
tampuses here including the -

University of Nottingham Malaysia

Ipus,
of Technnlogy Sarawak Campus,
Monash University Malaysia and
Curtin University of Technology

g underﬂ»;,;s are sponsored for both
- their m_at

tion, foundation or

the Overseas Degree Programme
could still apply for sponsor-
ship under the Local Degree
Programme if they had been
offered places at public universi-
ties at the diploma or undergradu-
ate degree level.

Muhmddln*stressed thar the PSD
would continue sponsoring under-
-graduate pverseas scholarshlps
for top students pursuing crmcal
COUTSes, -

They will focuson mncal cours-

edicis

egy as well as social scierice;:
“This is because the civil service
and the country reqmre trained
people inthese areas,” he said.
id his statement

among srudents and parents.on
PSD scholarships for top students
who completed their SPM (5ijil
Pelajaran‘Malaysia) last year.



