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Faculty  :   Design and Architecture 
 
 
Desertification, land degradation, and drought constitute an environmental 
challenge that threatens the habitat of some of the globe's poorest populations 
located in the Sahara and Sahel zones. This led to the Great Green Wall Initiative 
to carry out sustainable restoration and local development activities. In 2013, the 
Nigerian federal ministry of environment strategies called for the frontline state's 
contribution and participation regarding communities' formal engagement at a 
local level. Gombe state, which was known for its rich agricultural landscape, 
beautiful forest, and shelterbelts, has rapidly turned into a desert due to 
deforestation caused by bush burning, overgrazing, and similar destructive 
human activities. Local communities of Gombe state have expressed their desire 
to be more involved in formulating and implementing policies that directly affect 
their livelihood.  Few studies have currently explored the role of local 
governments in community participation processes and how it should be 
contextualized within local policy structures and practices. Gombe State is in the 
process of formulating community participation practices through policy. This 
research aims to establish sustainable local community participation in land 
resource conservation and management, thus enhancing local livelihoods.  Case 
study research was used, which is well suited for exploratory research, where 
20 Key Informant Interviews were conducted, where 11 are expert officials from 
various bodies, institutions, disciplines, and 9 are Committee leaders in Gombe 
local government. In order to gain local perspectives (community leaders), to 
explore the existing community participation policies, methods, and practices, 
and to learn more about expert local experiences (success and failures). This 
research identified community participation principles, strategies, and policy 
structures. This research found two types of practice; Firstly, theoretical 
mechanics of change which includes a formalized policy (values, principles, 
framework) and deliberative attention within the policy to diversity and 
empowerment; and Secondly, facilitation processes and resources of 
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implementation that put theory into practice (e.g., community partnerships and 
champions). These findings inform the work of the Gombe Great Green wall 
directly and have implications for a framework of successful community 
participation in the local context that articulates how to develop and deliver 
community participation.  
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PEMBANGUNAN KERANGKA PENYERTAAN MASYARAKAT YANG 
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Disember 2020 
 
 

Pengerusi :   Mohd Johari bin Mohd Yusof, PhD 
Fakulti :   Rekabentuk dan Senibina 
 
 
Desertifikasi, degradasi tanah, dan kekeringan merupakan cabaran lingkungan 
yang mengancam habitat beberapa populasi termiskin di dunia yang terletak di 
zona Sahara dan Sahel. Ini menyebabkan Inisiatif Tembok Hijau Besar 
melakukan aktiviti pemulihan dan pembangunan tempatan yang lestari. Pada 
tahun 2013, strategi kementerian persekitaran persekutuan Nigeria meminta 
sumbangan dan penyertaan negara garis depan mengenai penglibatan formal 
masyarakat di peringkat tempatan. Negara bagian Gombe, yang terkenal 
dengan lanskap pertaniannya yang kaya, hutan yang indah, dan tali pinggang 
perlindungan, dengan cepat berubah menjadi padang pasir akibat penebangan 
hutan yang disebabkan oleh pembakaran semak, terlalu banyak rumput, dan 
kegiatan manusia yang serupa. Masyarakat tempatan di negara Gombe telah 
menyatakan hasrat mereka untuk lebih terlibat dalam perumusan dan 
pelaksanaan dasar yang secara langsung mempengaruhi kehidupan mereka. 
Beberapa kajian pada masa ini telah meneroka peranan pemerintah tempatan 
dalam proses penyertaan masyarakat dan bagaimana ia harus 
dikontekstualisasikan dalam struktur dan amalan dasar tempatan. Gombe State 
sedang dalam proses merumuskan amalan penyertaan masyarakat melalui 
dasar. Tujuan utama penyelidikan ini adalah untuk mewujudkan penyertaan 
masyarakat tempatan yang lestari dalam pemuliharaan dan pengurusan sumber 
tanah, sehingga meningkatkan penghidupan tempatan. Penyelidikan kajian kes 
digunakan, yang sangat cocok untuk penyelidikan eksploratori, di mana 20 
Wawancara Informan Utama dilakukan, di mana 11 adalah pegawai pakar dari 
pelbagai badan, institusi, disiplin, dan 9 adalah pemimpin Panitia di pemerintah 
daerah Gombe. Untuk mendapatkan perspektif tempatan (pemimpin 
masyarakat), untuk meneroka dasar, kaedah, dan praktik penyertaan 
masyarakat yang ada, dan untuk mengetahui lebih banyak mengenai 
pengalaman tempatan (kejayaan dan kegagalan). Penyelidikan ini mengenal 
pasti prinsip, strategi, dan struktur dasar penyertaan masyarakat. Penyelidikan 
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ini menemui dua jenis amalan; Pertama, mekanik perubahan teori yang 
merangkumi dasar yang diformalkan (nilai, prinsip, kerangka) dan perhatian 
yang disengajakan dalam kebijakan terhadap kepelbagaian dan pemberdayaan; 
dan Kedua, proses fasilitasi dan sumber pelaksanaan yang mempraktikkan teori 
(mis., perkongsian masyarakat dan juara). Penemuan ini memberitahu secara 
langsung karya tembok Gombe Great Green dan mempunyai implikasi terhadap 
kerangka penyertaan masyarakat yang berjaya dalam konteks tempatan yang 
menyatakan bagaimana mengembangkan dan memberikan penyertaan 
masyarakat. 
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CHAPTER 1 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

There is an increasing realization that achieving sustainable development 
cannot be achieved without considering the environmental resources, 
particularly its conservation and proper management. The concept of 
sustainable development emerged to underline the importance of resource 
conservation and management. Thus, by extension, development, in all its 
ramifications, depends mainly on quality, quantity, use, and land resource 
management. Healthy and productive land is the fundamental basis for our long-
term food, water, energy security, and a necessary pre-condition for socio-
economic development (Albrecht, 2016; Bruno, 2019). 

Land degradation is a worldwide phenomenon. Today, our land suffers from 
different forms of degradations (figure 1.1). These effects range from soil 
erosion, desertification, misuse, flooding, drought, pollution, etc. Land and soil 
fertility are critical natural capital essential for sustainably ensuring food, 
renewable energy, and water security while eradicating rural poverty, conserving 
terrestrial biodiversity, and building the resilience of our agricultural systems to 
climatic shocks (UNCCD 2013). 

Land degradation is accelerating, and drought is escalating worldwide. At the 
rio+20 conference, world leaders acknowledged that desertification, land 
degradation, and drought (DLDD) are global challenges, affecting all countries' 
sustainable development, particularly developing countries. Because of this, 
they committed to strive to achieve a land-degradation neutral world in the 
context of sustainable development and to monitor land degradation globally 
(UNCCD 2013). 
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Figure 1.1 : Global status of desertification  
(source: us department of agriculture, natural resources conservation service) 
 
 
Global assessments indicate that the percentage of the total land area highly 
degrading has increased from 15% in 1991 to 25% by 2011(UNCCD secretariat 
2013). The number of country parties who declare themselves affected under 
the UNCCD has also increased from 110 in the early days of the Convention to 
168 today (UNCCD secretariat 2013).  While the world’s drylands continue to be 
the most vulnerable, land degradation is a global phenomenon; some findings 
indicate that 78% of the total land being degrading between 1981 and 2003, 
located in terrestrial ecosystems other than drylands (Bai et al., 2008). DLDD 
processes have accelerated rapidly in the last century, with an estimated 24 
billion tons of fertile soil lost to erosion in the world‘s croplands (FAO 2011). 
Suppose the current scenario of land degradation continues over the next 25 
years. In that case, it may reduce global food production, from what it otherwise 
would be, by as much as 12% resulting in world food prices as much as 30% 
higher for some commodities (IFPRI 2012).  

By 2008, more than 20% of all cultivated areas, 30% of natural forests, and 25% 
of grasslands were undergoing some degree of degradation (Bai et al., 2008). 
Estimates indicate that up to 25% of all land is currently highly degraded, 36% 
is slightly or moderately degraded but stable, while only 10% is improving (FAO 
2011). Studies indicate that land degradation directly affects 1.5 billion people 
worldwide with a disproportionate impact on the poor, women, and children, and 
has already reduced the productivity of the world’s terrestrial surface by about 
25% from 1981 to 2003 (Nachtergaele et al., 2010). These assessments 
demonstrate how, within a relatively recent period, biological productivity has 
declined significantly in addition to the amount of land already degraded 
(UNCCD secretariat 2013). Although land degradation is a generalized risk, 
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some 40% of the world’s degraded lands occur in areas with the highest poverty 
(FAO 2011). 

Nigeria faces rapid desert encroachment affecting 11 northernmost states from 
a moderate to severe rate (figure 1.2). The States located in the region north of 
10°N of the country, including Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Jigawa, Kano, 
Katsina, Kebbi, Sokoto, Yobe, and Zamfara, are desertification frontline states 
(see figure 1.4). Out of the 909,890 km2 of the country’s land area, about 
580,841 km2, accounting for 63.83% of the total land, is impinge on by 
desertification (Ebenezer, 2015). Climatic variability and anthropogenic activities 
such as deforestation, extensive cultivation, overgrazing, bush burning, 
fuelwood extraction, faulty irrigation system, and urbanization are significant 
causes of desertification. 

Some villages and major access roads have been buried under dunes in 
Katsina, Sokoto, Jigawa, Borno, and Yobe states, with the siltation of water 
bodies affecting the livelihoods of approximately 35 million people (figure 1.2). It 
was estimated that the country is losing about 351,000 hectares of its landmass 
to desert conditions annually. The conditions are evaluated to be advancing 
southward at an annual rate of 0.6km per year (Ebenezer, 2015). 

 
 
Figure 1.2 : Map of Nigeria Showing the Frontline States  
(Source - Ebenezer, 2015) 
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Climate change has exacerbated these challenges, leading to increasing 
pressure to harmonize African regional and intervention strategies to contain 
desert encroachment scourge. The “Great Green Wall for Sahara and the Sahel” 
Initiative (GGWSSI), aimed at planting a wall of trees across Africa to combat 
desertification, was hatched in 2002 by then-President Olusegun Obasanjo of 
Nigeria. In 2007, it was endorsed by African heads of State and government and 
heralded as the panacea for the adverse socio-economic and environmental 
malaise of desertification and expanded to embrace assisting local communities 
in embarking on sustainable utilization and management of their forest, 
rangeland, and other ecological resources (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). 

The implementation plan involves planting a 15-kilometer-wide transnational 
forest belt from Dakar to Djibouti (figure 1.3). The vegetation band could be 
continuous or rerouted around obstacles like streams, rocky areas, and 
mountains to link uninhabited regions. The trees act as natural windbreaks 
against sandstorms while improving soil fertility with their roots, preventing soil 
erosion, and resisting desert encroachment (Reenberg, 2012). 

The Great Green Wall (GGW) is a concretized metaphor intended to sensitize 
the African continent regarding the need to formulate and implement arid-zone-
specific policies to amplify sustainable land management practices and identify 
long-term solutions to the challenges of desertification, land degradation, and 
drought confronting the region (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014).  

Reforestation is the natural antidote to soil erosion, drought, and desertification. 
Planting trees in the desert to create a protective wall of trees across the Sahel 
and Sahara zone was conceptualized as a natural way of halting the expanding 
desert frontiers. 

 
 
Figure 1.3 : GGWSSI Path  
(FAO, 2012) 
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To enhance the achievement of the primary goal of reducing soil degradation, 
which facilitates desert encroachment, concerted global action was considered 
necessary to promote synergies and optimal mobilization and utilization of 
resources that would have posed significant challenges for component countries 
to accomplish. The size of the problem is enhanced by reports that “land use, 
land-use change, and forestry (LULUCF) together with agriculture account for 
31 percent of global greenhouse gases (GHGs) with developing countries as 
prime emitters” (Reenberg, 2012). 

The realizations that two-thirds of the African continent (with a population of 250 
million) is desert or dry land and that the inhabitants of these lands are either 
farmers, pastoralists, or forest-produce gatherers dependent on goods and 
services provided by forests, propelled the expansion of the action plan beyond 
tree planting to the attainment of a land-degradation-neutral world following the 
objective of Rio +20 (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). 

The expansion also embodied a recognition that linkages are needed at the 
national and cross-border levels (for exchange of ideas and information) to 
tackle policy investment and institutional barriers that exacerbate natural 
resource depletion and increase the risk of communal conflict and environmental 
degradation. The GGWSSI was designed to be implemented over 30 years, with 
each phase lasting for ten years and projected budget estimates varying from 
US$ 1.6–2.4 billion (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). 

The primary objective of the GGWSSI is to strengthen the implementation of 
existing continental plans and other efforts to address the menace of land 
degradation and desertification in the Sahel and Sahara region to synergize such 
efforts and enhance their efficacy through the general awareness and 
acceptance of sound ecosystem management, reducing the inhabitants’ 
vulnerability to climate change, improving food security and living conditions, and 
reducing drought and desertification. These efforts include the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development Programme, with its Regional Economic 
Communities and National Roundtables, and its Regional, Sub-regional, and 
National Action Programmes to combat desertification. 

Nigeria’s Great Green Wall Strategic Action Plan (GGWSAP) is a five-year 
National plan to improve the living standards of the impacted populace and 
reduce their vulnerability to climate change, enabling sustainable resource and 
land management and providing resilient climate infrastructures. GGWSAP is a 
tool to support domestic anti-desertification efforts such as a National Action 
Plan (NAP) for the control of desertification under the United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), and the National Vision 2020 
(Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). GGWSAP offers a broader perspective and an integrated 
and holistic approach to addressing the challenge of desertification. Participants 
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are drawn from federal, state, and local governments; community non-
governmental organizations; and the private sector (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). 

The GGW is a government-propelled initiative. Hence, the distrust with which 
leaders are treated as a result of years of frustrated expectations may cause the 
local populace to view the project with suspicion (Reenberg, 2012). Lack of 
transparency of project facilitators and corruption in the GGW implementation 
process are already bedeviling the attainment of set goals in Nigeria. 
Considering the litany of abandoned projects initiated by most government 
agencies over three decades, the GGW is seen as yet another government effort 
and does not generate enthusiasm (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). 

Like every other Global or National initiative, the major challenge confronting the 
GGW is funding. At the national level, the initiative is expected to be 
implemented by individual countries from their national budgets. According to 
the World Bank, African countries are among the world’s poorest poor, and 
Nigeria is usually among the very poorest. Together, India, China, Bangladesh, 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo account for two-thirds of the world’s 
poorest people (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). This accounts for the wobbly start of the 
implementation process in some countries, and others are yet to take off 
(Reenberg, 2012), (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). 

Other general challenges faced by GGW include economic conditions, sanitation 
(Aigbokhaevbo, 2014), transhumance activities of herdsmen (Waweru, 2015), 
and the area's size under the GGW is too large. Systemic lapses have plagued 
efforts to harmonize national and regional institutional frameworks. Improper 
management of resources and poor governance poses the most significant 
challenge to GGWSSI (Reenberg, 2012). 

Despite all these efforts, little improvement was recorded as attested to by 
United Nations Environmental Programme UNEP (2000), Akinagum (2004), 
Wezel and Rath (2001), and Owaiye in Igugu (1999). Thus, one would wonder 
why land degradation refused to come down if all these strategies are indeed in 
place and working. Owaiye in Igugu (2009) argues that out of 18 years of the 
afforestation program, only a 0.1% increase in forestry plantation was achieved 
going by the then land use maps. He stressed that this little apparent 
achievement is related to a lack of active participation.  

Darkoh (1993) believes that the problem's persistence is mainly due to a lack of 
awareness. Yet, the UNCCD secretariat (2013) says a high prevalence of 
poverty among the population is the primary reason why land degradation 
problems refuse to come down significantly. 
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1.2 Problem Statement 

Despite the linkages between ecosystem dynamics and local livelihood and 
poverty, many aspects of local livelihoods, especially in Africa, have always 
conflicted with ecosystem preservation objectives envisaged and driven by the 
government. This is because the local people who have much to gain and lose 
from ecosystem management are hardly included in formulating and 
implementing policies that directly affect their livelihood. 

Another reason is that there are few studies on understanding the nature and 
pattern of local livelihoods. This problem was succinctly captured by 
Mascarenhas (2006), where he noted: “permit me to say there are only a few 
studies on livelihoods. I find this a problem, a serious problem. We end up being 
environmental fundamentalists. Consequently, a woman collecting dead 
branches constitutes deforestation, the carver of black wood is accused of global 
warming, the local hunter is a poacher”. 

In 2013, The Nigerian federal ministry of environment strategies called for 
“frontline state’s” contribution and participation regarding formal engagement of 
grassroots communities at the local level Depo A. (2013). 

“The federal government cannot do it all as regards to conservation and 
management of the environment. In the case of responding to the issue of 
desertification in Nigeria, it needs the contribution and participation of all 
stakeholders in the front-line states,” Depo A. (2013). 

A sector-wide (contextual) approach that brings together governments, donors, 
and all stakeholders will be more effective. NAN (2013). They also added that 
the Ministry of the environment (GGW inclusive) should formally enforce the 
Local governments and the local communities in these front-line states (NAN, 
2013). 

Gombe State Urban Development, Water, Environment, and Town Planning 
reports that more than 300 hectares of plantation land are prone to 
desertification. "The State has about 40 gazette game reserves that were 
destroyed as a result of socio-economic activities such as tree felling and other 
unhealthy human activities, and the degradation does not stop at game reserves, 
but also to all forests and plantations in the state, including GGW" (Hajara, 
2015). 
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In Nigeria, governments, especially in northern Nigeria, are discouraging trees' 
felling for firewood to check desertification. In Gombe State, however, the 
situation is different, and the state government shows understanding in an 
agreement reached with firewood sellers. (Adamu 2013) 

At the local level, Gombe state, which was known for its rich agricultural 
landscape, beautiful forest, and shelterbelts, has rapidly turned into a desert due 
to deforestation caused by bush burning, overgrazing, and similar destructive 
human activities (Umar, 2010). Local communities of Gombe State have 
expressed worry about the fast rate of desertification that affects many parts of 
the state and expresses their desire to be more involved in the formulation and 
implementation of policies that directly affect their livelihood (Hajara, 2015). 

In recent years, the Gombe State government expressed the desire to 
institutionalize effective community participation practices into local policy. In 
2012 the CSDP conducted an extensive series of public consultations. The 
public indicated the desire to be involved to a greater extent in the local 
government decision-making processes affecting them and the future of their 
locality. Such consultations also stated a public desire (and need) to have more 
inclusive, local practices.  

Figure 1.4 illustrates the GGW initiative follows global to local efforts, where 
strategic plans and frameworks as the bridge and as the principal tool of 
implementation and the lack of policy at the local level make it incomplete and 
ineffective. 

 
 
Figure 1.4 : The Research gap 
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Currently, GGW, CSD, and Gombe LGA incorporate participation processes in 
their work through various forms of informing the public, public consultations, 
community forums, and through the utilization of partnerships with neighborhood 
associations.  

So, while the Gombe State and frontline states have an 'informal policy' around 
public engagement and participation, there is a need for a framework for 
effective community participation at the local context to improve the 
effectiveness of the Great Green Wall and all community Driven development 
projects in Gombe, Nigeria? 

1.3 Research Questions 

1) What is the relationship between climate change, ecosystems, and 
community livelihood activities in Gombe, Nigeria? 
 

2) What are the existing practices (policies, plans, programs, and projects) 
proposed or implemented around implementing community participation 
in Gombe, Nigeria? 
 

3) What values should be associated with community participation practice 
in Gombe, Nigeria? 
 

4) What framework required for community participation to improve the 
effectiveness of the great green wall in Gombe, Nigeria? 

 
 
1.4 Research Aim and Objectives 

1.4.1 Aim 

This research aims to establish sustainable local community participation in land 
resource conservation and management, thus, to enhance the local livelihoods 
of Gombe, Nigeria. 
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1.4.2 Objectives 

1) To study the community knowledge and perception of climate, 
ecosystems, and livelihoods and their relationship in Gombe, Nigeria. 
 

2) To study the existing frameworks (policies, plans, programs, and 
projects) proposed or implemented around implementing community 
participation in Gombe, Nigeria. 
 

3) To study the principles of effective community participation and how it is 
articulated in Gombe, Nigeria. 
 

4) To develop a framework for effective community participation at a local 
context in Gombe, Nigeria. 

 
 
1.5 Significance of the Study 

Environmental sustainability is regarded as a critical aspect of attaining the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Nigeria’s vulnerability to desertification 
and land degradation has increased in recent times and is likely to be 
compounded in the future by global climate change (Aigbokhaevbo, 2014). 

GGWSAP is a principal tool for the implementation of the AU Agreement to 
Combat Desertification. It also builds on the National Action Plan (NAP) to 
control desertification under the UNCCD and the National Vision 20:2020. It is 
also expected to contribute directly towards the MDGs' achievement by the year 
2015 by significantly reducing the pace of desertification and increasing land 
rehabilitation speed.  

Existing literature on community participation typically adopts a national scope, 
often solely exploring national statistics and patterns. This research, however, 
contributed to localized, State-specific research and policy development. 
Localized research in Nigeria's front-line States (such as Gombe State) would 
aid future research in endorsing the formation of policies intended to promote a 
consistent community participation framework, operating under an integrative, 
inclusive lens. Thus, ensure effective and sustainable implementation of the 
Great Green Wall Initiative and its mosaic of projects. 

According to the UNCCD study in 2013, Africa has the most significant forest 
and land restoration (figure 1.5). 
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Figure 1.5 : World of opportunity for restoration  
(Source- UNCCD Secretariat-2013) 
 
 
The concept of community participation has been a sustainable development 
application tool to involve local people in development, policy formulation, and 
practice. Despite its use for over four decades, there is still a lack of explicit 
understanding of the idea of community participation in local contexts in 
developing countries (Nigeria inclusive). 

This study would help GGW, statutory bodies, organizations/ institutions to 
understand some of the significant snarl-ups and contradictions that influence 
effective community participation. It would also serve as a basis for development 
policy formulation and help development facilitators understand Local people in 
their world as they involve them in GGW and other sustainable development 
projects.  

Community participation is something that hasn’t been well-researched in 
developing countries (Mascarenhas, 2006). This research will contribute to 
literature as it provides localized research, offers the development of an inclusive 
community participation framework, and ultimately provides greater accessibility 
of knowledge and facilities.  
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Findings from this research will also provide a step ahead in suggesting 
conditions of achieving sustainable engagement of the local community in land 
resource conservation and management. 

1.6 Research Methodology 

The case study research was selected to focus on qualitative data, which is well 
suited for exploratory research (Yin R.K, (2003) where little is known (Crosby, 
DiClementre, & Salazar, 2006). This approach allows me to gather rich, in-depth, 
qualitative data, thus to gain local perspectives (community leaders), to explore 
the existing CP policies, methods, and practices (GGW, CSDP, and local 
government relevant bodies), and to learn more about expert local experiences 
(success and failures). Figure 1.6 illustrates the research methodology 
instruments and outputs. 

 
 
Figure 1.6 : Research methodology Instruments and Outputs 
 
 
1.7 Scope of Research 

This research aims to establish sustainable local community participation in land 
resource conservation and management to enhance Gombe, Nigeria's local 
livelihoods. This framework shall provide implementation techniques for place 
and context-specific adaptation, land resource conservation, and management 
strategies to ensure the effective and sustainable implementation of GGW in 
Gombe State, Nigeria. Current studies on community participation models in 
developing countries are inspired mainly by western models that focus primarily 
on institutional reforms while ignoring social, political, and psychological factors 
that affect individuals' propensity to participate. 
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The research is carried out to cover only Gombe and three of its local 
government Areas (Dukku, funakaye, and Nafada), where 15 Key Informant 
Interviews were conducted, where 11 are expert officials from various bodies, 
institutions, disciplines, and 4 are Committee leaders in Gombe local 
government. In order to gain local perspectives (community leaders), to explore 
the existing CP policies, methods, and practices (GGW, CSDP, and local 
government relevant bodies), and to learn more about expert local experiences 
(success and failures). 

The research did not cover all the 11 frontline states or 11 local government 
areas (LGAs) but selected 3 LGAs, which aligns with GGW select LGAs for 
implementation. Gombe's decision to investigate the Gombe state is the fastest 
degrading state compared to the ten remaining frontline states due to unhealthy 
human activities (deforestation for firewood).  

The research limit covers Gombe state and its local government areas because 
it aimed to explore the nature of community participation at local contexts and 
ascertain how people at the local level are being involved in GGW 
implementation and decision-making processes. Looking at the number of LGAs 
and time available for the study, it becomes necessary only to GGW selected 
LGAs to carry out a comprehensive and detailed investigation. The series of 
problems in the State makes it an ideal area for a research study to help evaluate 
the situation so that framework and recommendations could be put forward for 
GGW for effective and sustainable implementation and the formulation and 
improvement of future development policies.  

1.8 Structure of Thesis 

Chapter 1 presents a research background to the key issues underlying this 
thesis, provides the research goal and objectives, research gap, knowledge 
contribution, justification for this research, and outlines the thesis's structure.  

Chapter 2 presents the relevant literature review, document review, and 
theoretical context and frameworks. The document review consists of studies on 
natural resource exploitation, causes of natural resource exploitation, and 
drivers of successful community-based natural resource management. The 
chapter also discusses efforts to overcome land degradation. The chapter also 
presents GGW, goals and objectives, vision and mission, and status. 
Additionally, a brief account of the study area is also presented, and finally, a 
conceptual framework to guide the study is developed. Descriptions of concepts 
in the framework for the study are outlined and elucidated.  
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Chapter 3 presents the research design and methodology and an overview of 
how the study was organized from the data collection phase based on in-depth 
interviews, observations, and focus group discussions. 

Chapter 4 presents the descriptive and interpretative findings of this study. Also, 
Appendix A and B contain the interview questions used for this study, while 
Appendix C provides a chart, which outlines how each interview question 
corresponds to each research question that guided this study 

Chapter 5 presents an evidence-based framework that provides localized 
research that suggests implementation techniques for place and context-specific 
adaptation, land resource conservation, and management strategies. 

Chapter 6 concludes the study with a summary, framework, potential future 
research, conclusions, and recommendations for effective and sustainable 
implementation of GGW in Gombe State, Nigeria.  
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APPENDIX M 
 
 

Full Sample Transcription with Expert Official, Gombe State. 
 
 

 
 

TRANSCRIPTION OF KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW CONDUCTED WITH 
THE DIR. OF FORESTRY & WILDLIFE FROM THE MINISTRY OF 

ENVIRONMENT IN GOMBE STATE NIGERIA ON 
“DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

FRAMEWORK IN GOMBE STATE, NIGERIA” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

My name is Saidu, I am a Ph.D. candidate from the University of Putra Malaysia. 
I am conducting research titled “DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE 
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION FRAMEWORK IN GOMBE STATE, NIGERIA.”  
The project aims to develop a framework for community participation (CP) that 
suggest implementation techniques for context-specific adaptation, land 
resource conservation, and management strategies to enhance the 
effectiveness of GGW in Gombe State, Nigeria. 
  

 The information needed is your views associated with the existing 
frameworks (policies, plan & programs) proposed/ implemented relating 
to GGW, livelihoods, land resource conservation & management. 

 You have been chosen purposefully (due to your position, influence & 
experience) to provide information to the questions submitted for the 
success of this study. 

 The information provided will help this study to provide a context-specific 
framework for community participation in land resource conservation 
and management strategies to enhance the effectiveness GGW in 
Gombe State and can then tell policymakers about opportunities for 
designing and implementing contextual community participation 
frameworks through policy in remaining frontline states, Nigeria. 

 All the information you provide is CONFIDENTIAL and only applies to 
this study solely. 

 
 

THANK YOU 
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