UM sitill on top for fifth straight year

Our universities continue to shine in world top 100 varsity rankings
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PETALING JAYA: Universiti
Malaya (UM) continues to be ahead
of other Malaysian institutions in
the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
World University Rankings 2023,
retaining its place among the global
top 100 varsities for a fifth consecu-
tive year.

Ranked at No. 70, UM achieved
one of the world’s top 50 Employer
Reputation scares (35th) for the sec-
ond consecutive year while improv-
ing two places in its Academic
Reputation score.

It also improved its score for the
indicator measuring the percentage
of international students.

UM vice-chancellor Prof Datuk Dr
Mohd Hamdi Abd Syukor said its
improvement on the Employer
Reputation indicator shows that
UM is succeeding in equipping stu-
dents with quality education that
provides valuable preparation for
the employment market.

“We will continue to implement a
more robust teaching and learning
component through precision inter-
vention to adapt teaching and learn-
ing approaches to cultivate the
potential of our students to the
greatest extent.

“We will also provide opportuni-
ties for experts, industry practition-
ers, alumni and notable stakehold-
ers in the industries and relevant
fields to share their knowledge and
experiences with UM students,” he
said in a statement.

UM’s ranking this year, however,
is a drop of five places from the pre-
vious rankings resulting from its
performance in research.

Prof Mohd Hamdi said UM recog-
nises the seriousness of the drop,
adding that the university would
take steps to mitigate further
decline.

A record high number of
Malaysian higher education institu-
tions (HEIs) were ranked this year
-24 institutions — with most univer-
sities improving their positions.
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Top 10 Malaysian universities in
the QS World University Rankings 2023

University

Universiti Malaya
Universiti Putra Malaysia
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

Universiti Sains Malaysia
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia

Taylor’s University
UCSI University

Universiti Teknologi Petronas
Universiti Utara Malaysia
Management and Science University

2021
rank
63
143
144
147
191=
332=
347=
414=
511-520
601-650

2022
rank
70
123
129
143
203
284=
284=
361
481
601-650

Note: = sign denotes rank shared with another institution

Source: QS Quacquarelli Symonds 2004-2022
www. TopUniversities.com/

The higher education sector
improved overall in the internation-
al students indicator, according to
0S, as 15 universities rose in this
metric, with Taylor’s University
ranked at 64th and UCSI University
and Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM)
breaking into the world’s top 100.

Taylor’s University climbed 48
places to the 284th position in the
overall ranking, and achieved one
of the world’s top 100 Employer
Reputation scores for the second
time, making it Malaysia's number
one private university.

Its vice-chancellor and president
Prof Michael Driscoll said the insti-

tution broke into the top 1% of uni-
versities in the world.

“The university has taken a pro-
gressive approach towards incorpo-
rating embedded entrepreneurial-
ism, life skills and social innovation
modules, as well as multidiscipli-
nary projects across the board.

“Additionally, all students will
graduate with transcripts detailing
both their academic and soft
skills achievements — a pioneering
approach that makes the institution
the first of its kind in Asia,” he said
in a statement.

Happy with its jump by 20 places,
Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM)
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vice-chancellor Prof Dr Mohd
Roslan Sulaiman said it is a recogni-
tion hy international communities
of UPM’s team effort over the years.

Now standing at the 123rd posi-
tion in the rankings, Prof Mohd
Roslan said UPM practises six steps
to continuously improve on itself.

“We nurture forward-thinking
leaders at various levels to enhance
their practices in leadership and
governance, curriculum and
instruction, research and innova-
tion, industry and community
relation as well as student develop-
ment.

“Our leaders are highly encour-

aged to be focused, agile and ready
to adjust their styles of leading and
managing their organisations to suit
local and international needs and
demands.

“Students, academicians and
non-acadernic staff, too, actively col-
lahorate with multiple stakeholders,
both locally and globally, in our day-
to-day operation which enables
them to stay current and future
ready,” he said.

Describing the progress made
by Malaysian HEISs as extraordinary,
08 senior vice-president Ben Sowter
said as recently as 2018, UM was
not a top 100 university but has
now firmly established itself among
the 100 best universities in the
world.

“In 2018, UPM and Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia had never
ranked among the world’s top 150 -
they have (now) hoth spent consecu-
tive years in this bracket.

“With positive reputational
trends and a highly supportive gov-
ernment, we expect to see Malaysian
higher education reach new heights
in future years,” he added.

For the 11th consecutive year, the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in the United States con-
tinued its dominance as the world's
number one, while the University of
Cambridze in the United Kingdom
rose to second place, and US-based
Stanford University remained in
third position.

China’s Peking University and
Tsinghua University, 12th and 14th
respectively, are among the world’s
top 15 varsities.

The Q5 World University Rankings
2023 is the largest with 1,418 institu-
tions across 100 locations, up from
1,300 institutions last year.

The results account for the distri-
bution and performance of 16.4 mil-
lion academic papers published
between 2016 and 2020, as well as
for the expert opinions of over
151,000 academic faculty and over
99,000 employers.

The list of rankings can he found
at www.TopUniversities.com.



