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ABSTRACT

Vandalism is a challenge towards one place or location in development.
Everyone that is involved in ecotourism industry especially the owner of the
business should take into account on minimising vandalism behaviour at
ecotourism site. This study was conducted to determine the level of
understanding about vandalism from Kiulu Farmstay community point of view
and the direct and indirect effects on their income. The data was collected
qualitatively using semi-structure, face to face interview. A small group of six
villagers were interviewed from the surrounding villages in Kiulu Farmstay.
The finding of this study shows that the locals are aware about the effect of
vandalism as a threat to their income. Besides, male villagers are more aware
about vandalism issues compared to female. This is because most male
became local tourist guide and they have seen the effect of vandalism in Kiulu
Farmstay. However, the finding of this study may have other implications on
other group on practical basis.
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ABSTRAK

Vandalisme adalah satu cabaran kepada satu tempat atau lokasi yang dalam
pembangunan. Semua orang yang terlibat dalam industri ekopelancongan
terutamanya pemilik perniagaan perlu mengambilkira untuk menngurangkan
tingkah laku vandalisme di tapak ekopelancongan. Kajian ini dijalankan untuk
menentukan tahap kefahaman mengenai vandalisme dari sudut pandangan
komuniti di Kiulu Farmstay dan kesan langsung dan tidak langsung kepada
pendapatan mereka. Data dikumpulkan secara kualitatif melalui temubual
semi-struktur, secara bersemuka. Seramai enam penduduk dari sekitar
kampung di Kiulu Farmstay telah ditemuduga. Dapatan kajian ini
menunjukkan bahawa penduduk tempatan sedar mengenai ancaman aktiviti
vandalisme terhadap sumber pendapatan mereka. Selain itu, penduduk lelaki
lebih peka tentang isu-isu vandalisme berbanding perempuan. Hal ini adalah
kerana kebanyakan lelaki menjadi pemandu pelancong tempatan dan mereka
telah melihat kesan vandalisme di kawasan Kiulu Farmstay. Walau
bagaimanapun, dapatan kajian ini mungkin mempunyai implikasi lain
kumpulan lain secara praktikal.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

This study was centralized on an ecotourism site which is Kiulu Farmstay.

Kiulu Farmstay is a small area in District Tuaran located at northwestern of

Sabah.The principle objective for Kiulu Valley development is to alleviate

poverty among local by providing and creating new job and income

opportunity for instance a social entrepreneurship approach that acts as

catalyst for community development and capacity building.

Generally, this study was to ask local’s about their understanding about the

effect of vandalism towards the nature as well as their income level. This is

because, Kiulu Farmstay that directly benefits a few village surrounding it.

Kiulu Farmstay is a place where it still filled with lush green and clean river

and rich with culture. However, a foreign culture or behaviour might

contaminate it such as vandalism. As vandalism can be defines as an act of

human aggression that is anti-social, which while no necessarily invoking

criminal charges, does result in damage to, or loss of property (Bhati &

Pearce, 2016). It might as well affect the tourism arrival hence negatively

affecting the local income where most of the local are relying on the job

opportunity from the opening of Kiulu Farmstay.
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1.2 Problem Statement

Vandalism can be seen as an act of human aggression that deem anti-social,

which may nit necessarily invoke criminal charges but does result in damage

to, or loss of property (Bhati & Pearce, 2016). Vandalism also need society to

deal with a direct and indirect cost of vandalism which does not only include

inconvenience but also include financial cost, discomfort and even the fear of

strangers (Barker & Bridgeman, 1994) and Offler, Thompson, Hirsch, Thomas

and Dawson (2009) further support these claims by stating that maintaining

the costs of vandalism should be considered in the physical, psychological,

social and economic context.

All these claims came out that, vandalism is an act of human hostility which is

costly for us to maintain and manage especially in ecotourism site. Increasing

rate of vandalism in ecotourism site would result in tourism avoiding to come

to our ecotourism site and this will reduce the income level of local’s that is

depending solely on tourists arrival for their business to prosper.

In Malaysia, the issue and the basic understanding of vandalism is a common

sense to every Malaysian (Malek & Mariapan, 2009). However, this has not

motivated public, government, professionals or academicians to make further

research and studies in these issues especially in rural areas that became an

ecotourism site environment. In addition, Kiulu Farmstay is a community base
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ecotourism site that only opened in few year back. A new site that is opened

to public is prone to vandalism threat for many visitor keen to leave something

in the area as a memento for example, scratching monument or artifacts with

their names.

Thus, the purpose of this research for these problem statement. As a new

ecotourism, does the local’s know the threat of vandalism and its implication

to them and how do they benefit from the ecotourism activity that can be

threatened by vandalism.

1.3 Objectives

The purpose of this study is to identify and understand vandalism issue that is

perceived by the locals in selected case study site with these specific

objectives:

i. To identify the effect of vandalism perceived by local resident that

directly benefited from community based ecotourism.

ii. To identify local’s level of awareness about the effect of vandalism

towards their income.© C
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