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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia in fulfillment of
the requirement for degree of Master of Arts

INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP AND SUBJECTIVITY IN THE FICTIONS OF
SHANG WANYUN, LI YIJUN AND LI ZISHU

By

TAN SOO GEOK

October 2019
Chair : Lim Choon Bee, PhD
Faculty . Modern Languages and Comunication

For traditional love and marriage relationship, man is normally an independent and
comprehensive entity, likewise woman is normally at the position as a dependent or as
“the other”. Since 1970s, Mahua female writers have been thinking of the woman’s
predicament and self-consciousness issues. They have some writings in relations to the
topic which have demonstrated their concern over women. Shang Wan Yun, Lee Yi Jun
and Li Zi Shu, who were active writers during the periods of 1970-80s, 1980-90s and
1990s till now respectively, in producing quite a number of such fictions. They have
profound and wide-angle thoughts on the issues of love, marriage, family and sex. The
descriptions on women’s autonomy in love and marriage relationship in their fictions are
more prominent. Their fictions are reflecting the social phenomena and life aspect in
Malaysia, as well as the changes in life. The main focus of this thesis is not on the
descriptions of story in the love and marriage relationship, instead the main focus is on
the exploration of the contents of their fictions on Malaysian women’s predicaments and
experience in love and marriage relationship since 1970s, as well as women’s
consciousness on self-autonomy. The study contents of this thesis consist of the writers’
perceptions on women’s self-autonomy for matrimony and their own body. So far in
academic field, there is neither study nor forum to place these three writers under the
same platform on the topics of love and marriage relationship and women’s autonomy.
The conclusion of this study is that the fiction of the three writers reveal that patriarchal
ideology has firmly dominated the fate of women, which makes women lose their
subjectivity and liberty in marriage, love, sex, fertility, and self-development.

Keywords : Shang Wan Yun, Lee Yi Jun, Li Zi Shu, intimate relationship, subjectivity



Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti Putra Malaysia Sebagai
memenuhi keperluan untuk ijazah Master of Arts

HUBUNGAN INTIM DAN SUBJEKTIVITI DALAM FIKSYEN SHANG
WANYUN, LI YIJUN DAN LI ZISHU

Oleh

TAN SOO GEOK

Oktober 2019
Pengerusi : Lim Choon Bee, PhD
Fakulti : Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Dalam hubungan percintaan dan perkahwinan tradisional, lelaki merupakan entiti yang
bebas, otonomi dan lengkap, manakala wanita sering dianggap sebagai entiti sampingan
yang perlu bergantung kepada orang lain, khususnya lelaki dalam kehidupan. Sejak
tahun 1970-an, penulis-penulis wanita Mahua seperti Shang Wan Yun, Lee YiJun dan
Li Zi Shu, telah prihatin tentang isu-isu dilema wanita dan subjektiviti wanita dalam
kehidupan. Mereka merupakan 3 orang penulis wanita Mahua yang aktif antara tahun
1970-80-an, 1980-90-an dan 1990-an. Karya mereka yang menyentuh tentang isu-isu
subjektiviti wanita dalam aspek percintaan, perkahwinan, tubuh badan dan
perkembangan kendiri adalah lebih ketara, luas dan mendalam. Karya mereka juga
membayangkan fenomena kehidupan masyarakat Malaysia dalam tempoh masa tersebut.
Fokus utama kajian tesis ini adalah tentang pengalaman dan dilema wanita dalam
hubungan intim serta kesedaran mereka terhadap subjektiviti wanita sejak tahun 1970-
an. Isi kandungan tesis ini merangkumi otonomi wanita dalam aspek percintaan,
perkahwinan dan tubuh badan. Kini, masih belum ada kajian yang membincangkan dan
membandingkan penulisan karya-karya Shang Wan Yun, Lee Yi Jun dan Li Zi Shu
dalam satu platform yang sama mengenai hubungan intim dan pembinaan subjektiviti
wanita. Kesimpulan kajian ini menunjukkan fiksyen daripada tiga penulis tersebut
mendedahkan bahawa ideologi patriarki menguasai nasib wanita serta menyebabkan
wanita kehilangan subjektiviti mereka dalam aspek percintaan, perkahwinan, tubuh
badan dan perkembangan kendiri.

Kata kunci : Shang Wan Yun, Lee Yi Jun, Li Zi Shu, hubungan intim, subjektiviti
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