Iniectlons are down

The Health DG reports positive news on Covid-19 cases since the nationwide
lockdown took hold a week ago. But ﬂ'l'E people are tuId

Right to their doorstep:
Ressdents of Kampung
“-lllhlhh'lh PPR flats heading to
the walk-in mobsle vaccination
truck in Bukit Jalil

= Sae repon on page 7
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Don't let your guard dow
- On its part, the government is rolling oulsmhﬁe vaccination trucks to ensure more in Malaysia are
vaccinated. > See page 4 for report by CLARISSA CHUNG

Cases going down to below R1

Dons: It is not good enough
to ease safety measures

By CLARISSA CHUNG
clarssachung@thestar com.rmy

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia is see
ing & dip in the Cowid-19 infectivity
rate. Though this B encouraging,
hiealth experts caution e pabli
againel laking thelr foot off the
pedal

Universith Putra Malaysia medi
cal epkdemiologis=t Assoc Prof Dr
Malina Osman sakd the downward
trend proved that the preventive
measures gt i place were effe
tiwe

‘Our steps to contral the o
break are on track bot we have 1o
continue this effort 1o reduce it fur
ther

It is a good sign, but if we loosen
our grip, the number of infections is
sl o potentially increase,” she said.

Dr Malina added that while the
coumiry’s R value was showing a
decline, the aim would s 10§
AW 10 Near Tero

The R walue, or rep
number, refers o the in
rate of @ virus at a partcular poing
in rime

It represents the
af people an infectsd person could
spread the disease to, 50 an B value
af lower than 1 means that the
number of people being infected an
average will be fewer over timae,

Health director-gene Tam Sri
Dr Koar Hisham Abdullah said the
R walu ped 10 below 1
during II'|I Frsd woeek of the lock
down.

Yedlorday, il was recorded at 0.9,

On May 31, before the mwo-wesk
lockdown was implemented, it was
1.09

Arage numiber

els of 1.21 and 1.16
o hlay I3 and May 29, respective-
Iy

Interniational [l
Malaysia eplderr 15t Prof [Dr
Jamalbudin Ab 1 sadd whils
the B value did show a positive
imypact, it was not encugh,

Unikversiny

Malaysia was not out of the
= yed, he said

“Ralone is not en |g|| Foor excarm
ple, we should I-:||:-k at Gtality rates,
ar the numbser of new clu

“Should we be hap
value

“Yies. Birl 5 the &l |-:|r| enaugh?
ver,” Dr Jamalludin pobnted ll.|l.

“The B walue has (o s persstent-
Iy low:. Uil when? There i no pre-
Cise ANSWEer.”

He said thar while
leckdown had ed i isbality
among the general (& latiom o
siderablhy, Malaysia was still seeing
iransmissions in factaories

“The government really needs to
settle thes source of infections.

“The movement contral order
can salve sporadic cases in the com
mumnity but if factories are still oper
ating and close contact in crowded
spaces is nol being controlled, we
will continie b have cases [ram
Factories,” he addesd

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
epidemiologist Assoc Prod Dr Azmi
Mohd Tamil agreed

He sald that unbess a reladomnal
darabaze where all secondary
cases were mapped out 1o each pri
mary case - it would not he possiile
to get the accurate average number
of secondary persons infected from
a single primary case

“What we have is only an esti
mate based om a mathematical
madel

‘As long as we have cases in th
community, the oy

the MCD and

tinue - until the
population i= immoane 1
e

Al present, De Armi said, “all po:
sibile cases of Covid-19 need to b
ned. identified and Bolae
the susceptible populaton”
o
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“The mumk
SUIEOET &
value is currently b jow 1~ h
adlded
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