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,ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to examine whether there 

was any significant correlation between pupils performance in the 

Standard Five Assessment Examination in relation to a number of 

variables namely, achievement motivation, socio-economic status, 

intelligence, area of residence, school milieu and parental encourage-

ment. The main null hypothesis tested was : 

"That there was no significant correlation between 
performance in the Standard Five Assessment Examination 
in relation to the following variables namely, the TAT, 
the questionnaire on motivation, the Children Achievement 
Scale, socio-economic status, intelligence, area of 
residence, school milieu and parental encouragement." 

Ninety pupils from forty English medium primary schools 

1n Selangor, were selected from the 197 3  Standard Five Assessment 

Examina tion Results through stratified random sampling and 

were divided into the successful group and the unsuccessful 

group which represented the three ethnic groups namely, the Chinese, 

Malays and Indians. Data were collected by means of individual 

interview. An intelligence test (Raven's Standard Progressive 

Matrices) was administered and three measures of achievement 

motivation were used namely, the Thematic Apperception Test, the 

Children Achieveme nt Scale and a questionnaire prepared by the 



x 

researcher. In addition, a questionnaire was also prepared for 

the principals of schools, to get information regarding the school 

milieu. The data were analysed by means of Pearson's product moment 

correlation and analysis of varian 

In the correlation analysis, it was found that with the 

exception of the Children Achievement Scale and area of residence, 

all the other variables namely the TAT, questionnaire on motivation, 

socio-economic status, intelligence, school milieu and parental 

encouragement showed significant correlations ( p <. .01 )  with 

performance in the above examination. The TAT was found to have 

a high correlative value ( p < .01) with a number of variables 

under study with the exception of the CAS and area of residence. 

The CAS as a measure of achievement motive showed negative correlations 

with all the variables under study. Socio-economic status was found 

to have significant correlations ( p < . 01 )  with several variables 

including performance in the above examination, the TAT, questionnaire 

on motivation, intelligence and parental encouragement. Another 

interesting finding was the signific ant correlation (p � .01 ) between 

parental encouragement in relation to performance in the examination, 

TAT, questionnaire on motivation, socio-economic status and 

intelligence. 

In the analysis of variance, it was found that there was 

a signific ant difference (p < .01) between the three ethnic groups 
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in terms of achievement motivation as measured by the TAT. However, 

the three ethnic groups did not show any significant drfference ln 

terms of the other variables namely socio-economic status, 

intelligence, area of residence, school milieu and parental encourage­

ment. 

The study has contributed in some measure in emphasizing 

the importance of achievement motivation, intelligence, parental 

encouragement and socio-economic status in academic performance. 

The study also helps to correct certain misconceptions particularly 

regarding race which has been thought to influence intelligence 

and the area of residence which has been regarded as a factor 

related to academic performance. 



C HAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

Acade�c performance of pupils has always been a subject of 

much concern to parents, teachers and the society in general. It is 

usually used as the main yardstick to guage the standard of a school 

and also for parents to select a particular school for their children. 

Poor academic performance by children is still a widespread problem 

in Malaysia. Parents tend to blame the teachers if their children 

fail to perform satisfactorily. On the other hand, teachers tend 

to react by shifting the blame on parents for not giving enough 

attention and guidance to their children. 

A numbe.r of studies especially in western countries have 

brought to light some of the variables which are related to academic 

performance. However, it is apparent that research on motivational 

factors pertaining to achievement is lacking especially in Malaysia. 

There is a tendency to centre more attention in terms of research 

emphasis, on the more observable factors which are said to influence 

achievement. For instance� considerable research has been done on the 

socio-economic status, child-rearing practices, the sC900l and 

the area of residence in relation to the academic performance of 

children. However, the academic attainment of a child could also be 

influenced by some of the characteristics related to the child 

himself. A child's successful performance is at times attributed to 
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his high leve l  of  inte l l igence . But inte l l i gence cannot  be regarded 

as the sole  de terminan t  of succe s s . Two chi ldren may have almos t 

the same level o f  inte l l i gence but one may perform be tter than the 

o ther 1n a par t i cul ar l e arning t as k .  This s eems to indicate that 

the re are other factors besides inte l l i gence, which account for t he 

s ucce s s  of  chi l dren 1n academi c achievement. It is fe l t  that the 

mo tivational aspect of the chi \d cons ti tutes an important fac�or 

which can promo te or i mpede the s chol as tic attainment o f  the chi l d .  

Atkinson ( 1974) highl ights the i mpo r tance o f  motivat1on when he s ays . 

"Motivation infl uences b o th effi ci ency in the 
exe cution o f  an activi ty (and the refore the 
l eve l of  performance) and per s i s tence or more 
gene r ally , the time spent in a particular 
endeavour" . 

It can be infe rred that i f  chi l dren are no t motivated 

adequately , they wil l  no t uti l ize their potential to the opt imum. 

Thi s  may lead to an increas e  in the rate of  fai l ure as we l l  as the 

number o f  s choo l droupouts . Perhap s  wi th the knowledge of  the 

importance of mot ivation in academi c  perfo rmance, i t  may he lp 

parents and teachers to imp rove the pe rformance of chi l dren . How 

parents  and teachers can contribute in thi s  task is a s ub ject o f  

ano ther research . 

It is  there fore fe l t  that there is an urgen t need to examine 

the achievement motivation as a force t hat can inf l uence the 

performance out come of  the chi l d .  The pre s ent  s tudy hopes to add 



something of v alue to research by throwing some light on the 

importance of achievement motivation in relation to oth�r factors 

which contribute to the academic attainment of the child. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

3 

Many studies conducted in Malaysia seem to concentrate on 

the secondary schools and the primary schools are relatively 

neglected. In view of this, the present study tries to examine 

the relatively neglected area of investigation and focus its 

attention on the St andard Five Assessment Examination. This 

examination selects pupils for entry to certain secondary schools 

in the country for instance the fully residentia l schools. Furthermo re , 

parents are normally concerned for their children to perform well 

in the examination especially at an ea�ly stage. 

Pupils who do not perform so well in the above examination, 

are usually sent to the other secondary schools within the state, 

probably to schools nearest to their homes. This does not necessarily 

mean that the unsuccessful pupils do not work hard or they do not 

possess the necessary intelligence. A f actor which can be said to be 

related to the performance of children is the achievement motive. 

According to the theory of Achievement Motivation as reviewed by Maehr 

and Sjogren (1971),  achievement oriented subjects w1ll be more motivated 
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toward moderate ly di fficul t tasks t han fai l ure t hre atened s ubje c t s ;  

in e ducational terms , achievement oriented s ubje cts wil l be more 

incl ined towards cha l l en ge . The pre s ent s tudy will examine whe ther 

there is  any re l ation s hip between achievement motiva tion and academi c 

performance . 

The di f fe ren ce in performance may e xi s t  no t only amon g  

pupi l s  o f  the s ame race but also be tween the dif ferent races . For 

ins tance among the Mal ays , Chines e  and Indians with di f ferent 

cultural backgrounds , it is  observed that they s how di f feren t leve l s  

o f  performance i n  examinations or in a par ticular task given . This 

s tudy hopes to find out whe ther t he di fferent ethnic groups  are 

s i gnificantly pi fferent in achievement mo tivation as we ll  as in terms 

o f  the other variable s  under s tudy . 

Ano ther interes ting factor to probe is the re lations hip 

between the are a  of res i dence and academic perfo rmance of  pup i l s .  

The Dropout Study by the Minis try of  Education (197 3) found that 

in the urban areas par t i cularly, the Engl is h  medium s choo ls  achieved 

highe r  percentage o f  pas ses  in a numbe r  o f  s choo l s ubje cts , than 

their  rural counte rp arts.  Thi s is i l l us trated in Tabl e 1.1 and 

Tab le 1 .2.  

The s choo l  mil ieu is another fac tor which is o f ten s ai d  

to b e  as so ciated with academi c performance o f  pup i l s . The hi s to ry 

of the s choo l ,  the bui l dings , the number of  qual i fied  teachers, 



State 

Se1angor 

N. Sembilan 

Ma1acca 

Johor 

Pahang 

Trengganu 

Kelan
'

tan 

Pertis 

Kedah 

Penang 

Perak 

Urban Rural 

English Malay English Malay 

No. %' No. 

Sat passed Sat 

10,449 59.0 1,993 

1,485 60.4 638 

1,735 65.4 149 

4 ,56 7 61. 3 2,304 

2,092 48.9 459 

619 67.0 1,599 

925 60.3 1,131 

294 48.0 139 

2,002 50.0 765 

5,882 60.8 1,032 

6,904 57.1 908 

TABLE 1.1 

%' No. 
passed Sat 

39.8 2.888 

34.0 1,452 

43.0 879 

35.3 767 

20.5 103 

36.3 86 

29.1 902 

30.9 -

33.3 474 

35.3 580 

36.7 3,081 

%' 
passed 

49.8 

49.5 

54.7 

55 . 0  

56.3 
. 

61.6 

44.2 

-

45.1 

46.5 

48.5 

No. 

Sat 

6,820 

4,276 

4,840 

12,151 

5,078 

6,305 

9,876 

1,707 

12,791 

3,837 

12,195 

--_.- - -

PEKCENTAGE OF PASSES IN STANDARD V ARITHEMATIC ASSESSMENr TEST 
IN 1969 BY URBANIZATION, SCHOOL MEDIUM AND STATE 

% 
passed 

32.1 

34.0 

35.9 

32.5 

29.9 

26.9 

27.6 

29.2 

29.1 

65.7 

53.5 

---

I 
I 

---

VI 



Urban Rural 

State E nglish Malay English Malay 

No. % No. % No. % No. 

Selangor 10 ,454 56 . 8  1 , 995 49 . 7  2 , 88 7  48 . 6  6,759 

N. Sembilan 1 , 485 �7 . 5  637  38 . 9  1 , 45 3  49 . 5  4 , 2 73 

Ma1acca 1 , 733 66 . 5  149  44 . 3  879 52 . 4  4 , 84 5  

Johor 4 , 566  5 8 . 1 2 , 301 40 . 1 766 54 . 8  12 , 1 76 

Pa hang 2 ,091 49 . 2  455 39 . 6  103  60 . 1  5 , 129  

Trengganu 619  64 . 3  1 , 597  36 . 1  86 69 . 8  6 , 304 

Ke1antan 921  6 1 .0  1 , 124  30 . 8  902 45 . 9  9 , 822 

Perlis 294 51 . 7 1 39 33 . 8  - - 1 , 702 

Kedah 2 ,002 52 . 6  763  32 . 8  4 73 38 . 9  12 , 831  

Penang 5 , 81 4  55 . 9  1,033  34 . 6  5 7 7  42. 5 3,723 

Perak 6 , 891 56 . 1  908 39 . 5  3 , 076 47 . 3  1 2 , 107 

TABLE 1 . 2  

PERCENTAGE OF PASSES IN STANDARD V SCIENCE ASSESSMENT 
TEST IN 1 969  BY URBANIZATION, SCHOOL MEDIUM AND STATE 

I 

6 

% 

42 . 9  

4'1. . 4  

4 1 . 6  

36 . 2  

33 . 6  

30 . 6  

29 . 2  

35 . 4  

30 . 2  

49.9 

48 . 0  
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the library facilities and the extra-mural activities make up 

the sch ool milieu. Th e school which has establish ed i�s name to 

some �xtent can be a motivating factor for pupils to have the 

pride and to strive for success in order to maintain th e standard 

already established. 

Pupils' academic performance has also been associated with 

their socio-econdmic status. Children in th e lowe� socio-economic 

statu! have different way s of life compared to their counterparts 

in the middle and upper classes. Th ey tend to have different 

sets of values and attitudes wh ich may h inder or promote t�eir 

progress in school. 

In addition, th e personal characteristics of the ch ild may 

also influence h is attainment in school. It is a general opinion 

th at the bright or intelligent child is expected to perform better 

or earn greater success than th e dull ch ild in any learning situation. 

Hence intelligence is anoth er important variable which is associated 

with performance in an examination. It is true that in any learning 

situation there is a need for some kind of sy stematic th inking. 

Th e child who can think and act intelligently is th e one who can be 

successful in any learning process. The relationsh ip between these 

two variables is given considerable attention in this study.  
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Parental encouragement is another important factor whi ch 

should be given some conside ration in relation to academic perfor­

mance of children. Many researchers agree that parental encourage­

ment, asp i rations and i nteres t  are related to the academi c perfor­

mance of their children. At ti tudes, val ue s  and aspirations of 

children to a great extent are associated with the child-rearing 

practices followep by parents. In fact, parents are in a good 

position to stimulate al l aspects of development in children. 

Of all the ind!pendent variables mentioned, motivation 

seems to be a very much neglected area of study especially in Malaysia. 

Very often teachers are faced with pupils of the same ability but 

differ widely in their performance in a particular task. This may be 

explained by the different levels of motivation for each individual. 

The problem of motivation in learning has always been a major problem 

confronted by the classroom teacher. It i s  therefore useful to 

identify the motivation of children in order to stimulate their 

learning. Some children are not motivated not because they are of 

low intelliBence but because of other factors which the present study 

tries to identify. 

Once the levels of motivation in children are identified, 

the reEdies required can be worked out. Achievement motivation can 

be stimulated and therefore pupils can be encouraged to strive for 

success in the learning process. If childr en are not motivated 
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adequate ly  i t  i s  very unfortunate as thei r  abi l i ties and potentia l i t ies  

are not ut i l i se d  to  the maximum. Thi s  me ans that they are capab le of 

a bet ter per formance . I f  a l arge number of  chi ldren ar� found in 

thi s  catego ry, i t  wi l l  amount to a great l os s  to society as the 

human resources avai lab le are not uti li sed to the maximum. I f  the 

we aknes s e s  are corrected early the chi l dren wi l l  have be tter 

oppor tuni t i es to earn greater succe s s  in their academi c tasks . 

As a deve loping nation, Mal ay s i a  s t rives for economic develop­

ment and a higher s tandard of l iving for the peop l e .  Other than the 

econoudc factors whi ch account for rap i d  deve lopment , psychologica l  

fac tors als o  play a part . Accordin g  t o  McC l e l l and ( 1 9 6 7 ) , even 

e conomi s ts for instance, Ros tow , ins i s ted that  economic theory mus t 

be linked ul timately to soc i o logi cal and psycho logi cal cons truc ts i f  

i t  i s  to b e  maximally use ful . McC l e l land pointed out that the ach i eve­

ment motive i s  par t ly re spon s ib le for e conomi c deve1�pment . Ac cording 

to h im, the more deve loped nations have more a ch ievement motivated 

indivi duals . As far as Malays ia is concerned ,  s he s ti l l  lacks the 

manager ial and techn i cal personne l who can provi de for the "take o ff" 

1n e conomic deve lopment . I t  i s  in tere s t ing there fore, to make a s tudy 

on achi evement motivation among children because they are going to b e  

the c i t izens o f  tomorrow wi th impo�tant roles t o  play in our society . 

If the curri culum can b e  p lanned s o  as to inc lude educat iona l  programmes 

whi ch help  to rai se  the leve l  of motivation among chi ldren , the e f fect  

wi l l  b e  tremendous on the economi c deve lopment of  the country. 
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The pres ent study tries to find out how far it is true 

that children who are highly motivated wil l  perform better in the 

examination compared to those who are not . It also tries to identify 

the corre lation between performance in the Standard Five As s es sment 

Examination in rel ation to socio-economic status , intel ligence , area 

of res idence , s chool milieu and parental encouragement . Apart from 

that, race is al so examined as a variable in re lation to the above 

variab les . 

OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS 

Several terms are employed in this thesis and are defined 

as follows : -

1. "Achievement Motive" is the disposition to s trive for 

satis faction derived from success in competition with 

some s tandard of exce l lence. 

2 .  "The Standard Five Ass es sment Examination" is an external 

examination conducted by the Minis try of Education at the 

end of the fifth year in primary school. The five subj ects 

examined are English Language , Bahas a Malaysia , Mathematics , 

Science and History p lus Geography. The main purpose of the 

examination is to assess the abilities of pupils in the 

five s ubjects so that the necessary adj us tment in the 

curriculum can be made , from time to time. 
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3. "Successful Group" refers to pup1ls who a re selected by 

str atifi ed random sampling from a total of l�2 

candidates who scored sAs in the Standard Five Assessment 

Exam i nation held in 1973. The total number in th is group 

is 45, w i th 15 Ch i nese, 15 Malays and 15 Indians. 

4. "Unsuccess ful Group" refers to pupi Is who are selected by 

strat i f i ed r andom sampling from a total of 520 candidates 

w ith sEs in the same exami nation. The tot al number 1n 

thi s  group 1S 45 and the three races are equally 

represented. 

5 .  "School Milieu" refers to the setting or the envi ronment 

of the school. This i ncludes the history of the school, 

the number of qualified teachers, tbe l ibrary facilities, 

the enrolment, the bui ld ings and the extra mural activi t i es. 

6. " TAT" refers to the Themati c Apperception Test by Henry A. 

Muray. It is a projective test usi ng four plctures which 

are shown to subjects who are then asked to compose 

stor i es based on a number of questions. The pictures 

have been adapted to the local situat ion. 

7. " CAS" refer s to the Children Ach1evement Scale by Weiner 

a nd Kukla (1970). It is a questionnai re tor chi ldren at 

the primary level, which aims at get ting information on 

achievement motive. 
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THE HYPOTHESES 

In view of the foregoing problem, the following hypotheses 

were examined in the study. 

1. That there was no significant correlation between performance in 

the Standard Five Assessment Examination in relation to the 

following variables namely, the TAT, the questionnaire on 

motivation, the CAS, socio-economic status, intelligence, area 

of residence, school milieu �nd parental encouragement. 

2. That there was no significant correlation between the TAT 

in relation to the following variables namely, the questionnaire 

on motivation, the CAS, socio-economic status, intelligence, 

area of residence, school milieu and parental encouragement. 

3 .  That there was no significant correlation between the CAS in 

relation to the following variables namely, the questionnaire on 

motivation, socio-economic status, intelligence, area of residence, 

school milieu and parental encouragement. 

4. That there was no significant correlation between the questionnaire 

on motivation in relation to the following variables namely, socio­

economic status, intelligence, area of residence, schooL milieu and 

parental encouragement. 

5. That there was no significant correlation between socio-economic 

status in relation to the following variables namely, intelligence, 

area of residence, school milieu, and parental encouragement. 

6 .  That there was no significant correlation between intelligence in 

relation to the following variftbles namely, area of residence, school 

milieu and parental encouragement. 

7 .  That there was no significant correlation between area of residence 

in relation to school milieu a nd parental enc,ouragement. 
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8.  Tha t the re was no s i gnifi cant corre lation bet we en the s choo l 

mil i e u  and paren tal encouragement . 

9 .  Tha t the re was no s i gni fic ant di f fer ence between the three 

e thnic groups and be tween the two leve l s  o f  performance in 

terms of the fol l owing variab les  name l y , the TAT, the CAS, 

the q ue s tionnaire on motivation, socio-economi c s t at us,  

inte l l i gence, area of  res i dence , s chool mi l ieu and parental 

encouragement . 




