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ABSTRACT 

A study on orchids diversity was carried out in the Sungai Kangkawat, Imbak Canyon 

Conservation Area (ICCA), Sabah, Malaysia. The study aimed to record species composition 

and distribution of orchids in the furtherance of orchid conservation objective in the gazetted 

conservation area. A total of 95 species and 30 genera were collected from South Rim, Kawang, 

and Nepenthes trails. The collection consists of 91 epiphytes, two terrestrials, and two 

mycoheterotrophs. More orchids were found in the riverine than inland areas. Our study on the 

species composition based on the vegetation types shows that the presence of inconspicuous 

and achlorophyllous, either mycoheterotrophic or leafless epiphytic orchids, are indicators of 

the undisturbed vegetation types. Though the finding was preliminary and brief, our encounter 

of endemic and rare species underlines the importance of Sungai Kangkawat forest area as an 

orchid biodiversity hotspot. 
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