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CONCERNED about the possibility of active Covid-19 cases reaching 50,000
by mid-May, public health experts insist that all social events and gatherings

involving eating together be prohibited immediately.
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LOWERING THE INFECTIVITY RATE
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Activities where
people remove face
masks, eat together
must be deferred,
says epidemiologist
WE sk LE 'l

ARD OHE iR B FH IS NN

HLIALA LUIHPLIR
NewSEPNEL. COMmUmy

DCIAL evenis and gather

was crucial to lower the
tual time infectis
r R-naught valae 1
1.1%. the highest rate recorded so
far, on Sunday,
idermiclogist IIr M

ftis, Ifwewant
at least go visiting (relatives and
Exmilly members) within the state
during Harl Raya, we nesd to start
some sel Fregulated MO (M owe-
ment Control Order”

She sald allowing interstate trav
el befione Hari
Tuly .;.|||I.,I b

anoe A pai

froma Universinl Putra Mal ;i
sald evenes that provided meals in
open areas should replace them
with packed food and employers
were uiged to monitor their work
ers 5o that pamtries and cafeerias
were not turned imio gathering
spots.

“Employers canmot allow these

000
RAYA'

areas to become crowded. People
1 and leave without lin-
=T 11 |.le|-.. mask b

weis oF

proactive steps to prevent trans
miission.

“In the long nan. it is soc
at should be e
cie what's best for their
I'-||I we currently kack in

pleces and res IIr|| m. 15 10
spap the rise in commainity [rans
nalss

raups shoukd work wich
origles, nal em
inisatkons and local
s [0 practise preven
Ines.”

Asked whether active cases in
the country could reach S0000
et momth, Health direc

e withim 24 histers and ma

5 RO Carvid - 19 fanalin
terday, the highest sin
dieath 1ol for the country s
Manipal University College
Malaysia Community and Ooou
paticnal Medicine Professor Dr G,
Jayakumar said social events that
revalved around dining were an
“excellent nidus™ for virus trans-

[

Rt

||' alom during & panides
Social evens, ke

U8

sddings,

buka peasa gatherings, Ramadan
buffens amd interstate travel, es

Iy during festive seasons,

as pandemic fatigue sets in.
“JH'.‘-IHI'L“ are also I"ruul'qll.'d

TTMENE oF mu:.munn-.- In

ence bo the S0P will bring
soumiTy to the cuspaf a fourth
wave of Infection and possibly an-
other sconomically unsastainabde
lockdown that would result in far-
ther anguaish for the community.”
Dir Malina sabd she was puezled
by the appirent double standands

witty the auchor
mies fined hoscel students for nog
wearing masks at the 1as,
while some famous pecple ap
peared o have “immunity” when
1% comes o imerstate travel.

Dr Jayakamar said mass scoreen
imgs and rapid mass vaccnations
were vital o pein in community
spread of Covid-19

“Crur vaccination rates are lower
than other countries, especially
campared wit I v merighibours.

naged Covid-1% In
essfudly, ch as 5
e mkss vaccination had

E day from
WLOCH0 cases in mid-January.



