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THE nation is already well into its fourth wave
of Covid-19 infections which started on April
9, according to expert opinion. With numbers
over 2,000 for a second day, an expert is
calling for a ban on social activities and more
aggressive vaccination drive.
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MPERATIVE TO EXERCISE CAUTION

ALL SIGNS
POINT TO 4TH
VIRUS WAVE

It may have begun
on April ¥, when
cases spiked from
14,805 to 18,400,
says epidemiologist
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LL indications sugged

pandemic, which the

authorities have predicted o hit
Malaysia soon. is already here.

With new Covid-19 cases rising
to more than 2000 for two days
im & row, experis believe thai t
fourth w ould b well under
wary and lv was critical thar star
dard operating procedures (S0F
were mmplied with o prevent
even bigger infection numbers,

br Malina Osman. an epidemi
ologlsr and assoclate professor In
Un %iti Putra Malaxysia (LTPM),
bed d that the fourth wave had
hegu April @
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on a steady rise since then. jump
irg from 14,805 to 18,600 cases up
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“We cannot et our Country go
e way of India, Brazil and some
European nations, w 1Are now
struggling with worse waves of
Covid-19 infections
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Health director

gencral Tam Sri D
Moor Hisham Abdul
lah hagd iy on
Twitter shared a fore
cast on how the
Covid-19 Infectivity
rate could e reduced
Irom an B mought of
L2 to LB if people
complied with S0P, a
rate which would re
duce daily cases 1o be

Baba on April 5 had D Malina Ossfar Loy 1,000 by the end
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at the point wis about 008 amd

of May.

However, the same [orecast
showed that non-compliance
would result in more than 2000
cases per day by the middle of
next month

The discovery of several Covld
19 variants in the country, includ
ing the superspreaders Nigerian
B.1.525). British {8.1.1.7) and
South African (B.L351) {17 cases)
varkanis, had also Become & Cause
For comcern For health authori
ties,

Science I|| ology and Inno
vation '\'.ln ster Khairy Jamalud
din had previously issuwed awarmn

Ing over Ramadan bazaars, say
img that failure o heed the SOP
matter of grave comeern.
inwhile, Dr Malina said the
nment had to
health education cam
Tocused on the i
S0OF npliance. She said
ans had 1o do away with
hierimgs for nos.
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at work in office pantries and
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She suggested that for now, all
activities involving face mask re-
moval such as dine-ins and social
Interactions be stopped

On the rumbdings of discontent
among the public over the inger
srate rravel ban being in place for
Hari Raya Addilfitri, she said it
was something the public had to
contend with

She sald gettng the numbers (o
dip o two or thiree digies in time
for Hari Raya in the secomd week
of May waz “no longer a poss-
biliey™

“There is no way we can allow
balik kampung or goon interstate
ravel now unless we ane willing
o undergo MCOD 3.0 (a third
pliase ol the Movement Contrgl
Oncder).”

[or Malina said the government
could instead target the Rava Hagi
Aldiladha holkdays inmid-Juby and
encourage and Incentlvise S0P
compdiance among the public. =~

The government, dhe aid, also
needisl a more ageressive vace-
nation drive under the Mational
Covid-19 Immunisation Plan
(MIP). She urged the authorities to
be proactive and use public or pr
wabit hospital data o dentify the
edderly and those with cormoatxids-
ties o vaocinate the segrsent.

“1f we do not have enough of an
uptake by the end of the month,
we might need to look st making
it mandatory for this group be-
caumse the general perception is
that the povernment is slow in
termes of giving them their jabs.”




