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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia in fulfilment of
the requirement for the Degree of Master of Arts

RE-EXAMINING THE RULES OF AO-JIU IN MODERN STYLE POETRY

By

GAN KIM SOON

October 2019

Chair: Ser Wue Hiong, PhD
Faculty: Modern Languages and Communication

The theory of Ao-jiu is being questioned all these years, and even arouse controversy to
overturn it frequently. It is mainly due to dissatisfaction with ‘rules of Ao-jiu using by
Tang people” which were firstly published in Shengdiao Pu by Zhao Zhi-xin from Qing
dynasty, and due to existences of examples which against the theory of Ao-jiu.
According to Wang Li, there are two categories of Ao-jiu: as a replacement for the
tonal pattern in the same verse and as a replacement for the tonal pattern in the
following pair verse. Through the literature research methodology, this study had found
that the fronter’s Zi-lei-te-shi (level-level-oblique-level-oblique) is not formed by
exchanging between the third and fourth character of the standard tonal pattern of
‘level-level-level-oblique-oblique’; and Gu-ping-ao-jiu (oblique-level-level-oblique-
level) also not formed by exchanging between the first and third character of the
standard tonal pattern of ‘level-level-oblique-oblique-level’. The fact is that these two
types of tonal patterns are formed by imitate rhetoric of ancient poetry. The latter,
found that either Xiao-ao (formed by changing the third character of the standard tonal
pattern of ‘oblique-oblique-level-level-oblique’) or Da-ao (formed by changing the
fourth character of the standard tonal pattern of ‘oblique-oblique-level-level-oblique”),
both are frequently replaced by the following pair verse, using the tonal pattern of
‘level-level-level-oblique-level” or ‘oblique-level-level-oblique-level’. Furthermore,
the theory of Hu-yao can be considered as the alternate explanation for the unreplaced
Xiao-ao. As a conclusion, the category to do a replacement for the tonal pattern in the
following pair verse makes sense. This study also concludes that the ‘Up-support by
Three Level Tones’ of the theory of ‘Support’ that comes from Shi Suinao by Yuan
Jing, in early Tang dynasty actually can be considered as the origin of the category of
to do a replacement for the tonal pattern in the following pair verse. This concludes the
confirmation of the origin for the theory of Ao-jiu in modern style poetry. After making
arrangement, twelve types of couplets are formed finally by matching between six
types of first verse and two types of following pair verse. The subfinding: ‘freely first
third fifth, differently second fourth sixth’ is discovered that it points to the defect of
Ge-ju-shang-wei for non-rhyming works actually, and together with other explanations,
a new conclusion is made that the second character and the sixth character (fourth
character of 5-character poetry) of 7-character poetry actually are not the points of



rhythm. Along with this subversions of ‘traditional cognitions’ upon prosody, the
rationalization of the theory of Ao-jiu has got a high level of strengthening.

Keywords: Theory of Ao-jiu, Modern Style poetry, Theory of Support, Level-oblique,
Point of Rhythm
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PENYEMAKAN SEMULA PERATURAN AO-JIU DALAM PUISI STAIL
MODEN

Oleh

GAN KIM SOON

Oktober 2019

Pengerusi: Ser Wue Hiong, PhD
Fakulti: Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Sejak kebelakangan ini, teori Ao-jiu diragui malahan cuba digulingkan dari semasa ke
semasa dan antara sebab-sebab utama ialah ketidakpuashatian akan ‘hukum-hukum
Ao-jiu yang dipakai oleh orang Tang’ yang disyorkan buat pertama kalinya oleh Zhao
Zhi-xin dari dinasti Qing dalam bukunya Shengdiao Pu, di samping kewujudan contoh-
contoh yang melanggari teori Ao-jiu. Menurut Wang Li, terdapat dua jenis kategori
Ao-jiu, iaitu melakukan penambahbaikan terhadap format tona dalam ayat puisi yang
sama dan melakukan penambahbaikan terhadap format tona dalam ayat puisi pasangan
berikut. Melalui metodologi kajian literatur, kajian ini mendapati Zi-lei-te-shi (ping
ping ze ping ze) daripada kategori terdahulu bukan dibentuk oleh pertukaran antara
kata-kata ketiga dan keempat bagi format tona standard ‘ping ping ping ze ze’,
manakala Gu-ping-ao-jiu (ze ping ping ze ping) daripadanya juga didapati bukan
dibentuk oleh pertukaran antara kata-kata pertama dan ketiga bagi format tona standard
‘ping ping ze ze ping’. Pada hakikatnya, kedua-dua format tona ini dibentuk melalui
retorik meniru berasaskan puisi zaman purba. Bagi kategori terkemudian, didapati
sama ada Xiao-ao (dibentuk dengan menukar kata ketiga bagi format tona standard ‘ze
ze ping ping ze’) ataupun Da-a0 (dibentuk dengan menukar kata keempat bagi format
tona standard ‘ze ze ping ping ze’), kedua-duanya sebenarnya kerap ditambahbaikkan
oleh ayat puisi pasangan berikut yang bercorak ‘ping ping ping ze ping’ atau ‘ze ping
ping ze ping’. Tambahan pula, teori Hu-yao boleh dianggap sebagai penjelasan
sampingan bagi Xiao-ao yang tidak ditambahbaikkan. Kesimpulannya, pembentukan
kategori melakukan penambahbaikan terhadap format tona dalam ayat puisi pasangan
berikut adalah munasabah. Kajian ini akhirnya juga mendapati bahawa hukum San-
ping-xiang-shang-cheng yang terdapat dalam teori Xiang-cheng datang daripada Shi
Suinao oleh Yuan Jing dari dinasti awal Tang boleh dianggap sebagai asal-usul
kategori melakukan penambahbaikan terhadap format tona dalam ayat puisi pasangan
berikut. Ini bermakna asal-usul bagi teori Ao-jiu dalam puisi stail moden telah
dikenalpasti. Setelah membuat pengubahsuaian, dua belas jenis rangkap terbentuk
dengan menjana antara enam jenis ayat puisi pertama dan dua jenis ayat puisi pasangan
berikut. Dapatan sampingan: didapati ‘bebas pertama ketiga kelima, berbeza kedua
keempat keenam’ sebenarnya merujuk kepada kesalahan Ge-ju-shang-wei bagi karya
tidak berirama dan bersama-sama dengan penjelasan yang lain, kesimpulan baharu
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dibuat iaitu kata kedua dan kata keenam (kata keempat bagi puisi bertempat lima) bagi
puisi bertempat tujuh sebenarnya bukan titik irama. Berikutan dengan pemutarbalikan
‘kognisi tradisional’ terhadap prosodi ini, kerasionalan teori Ao-jiu telah mendapat
tahap penguatan yang tinggi.

Kata Kunci: Teori Ao-jiu, Puisi Stail Moden, Teori Xiang-cheng, Ping-ze, Titik Irama
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