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e things they are a-changin
This year, we say goodbye to some everyday items that have accompanied us throughout
the years as they make way for increased digitalisation in the new normal.
Stories by DINA MURAD Computer Science and Information says Universiti Sains S0
sundin@thestar com.my Technobogy facubty, is expecting to ologist Dr Azrina Husin, that
see mare contactiess devices in use - is a deeper value in tradition
AS the eventful and difficult vear next year - and a big shift will be at which allows it to continue
that is 2020 draws 1o a chose, we todls, . Touch W' Rapets S . throughout the
begin 1o say goodbye 1o many Go are being by : N e e Y is the act of
things that we have depended on PLUS Malaysia Bhd's RFID Y et ing “hamtaran™ - the symbal-
and acoo us in our dadly (radio- Identification) 1ol s 2N af two families
lives. Same of these changes are payment system. Azree Shahre| by an exchange of gifts dur-
due to technological advances while  predicts that soon, we will see ing a wedding is still well
others have been by new' artificial intelligence (AD 5 preserved despite the
due to the Covid-  being used for number plate o o smalier and less extrava-
19 The coronavirus has  recognition at tolls, ‘ 12, : gant wedding celebrations
not anly changed the way we work, Parking at sh B e mnme
shop, travel and communicate - malis may also = - - s v, while sname
amum_:mhnn but also pccelerared the same plate recog- S rrake do without
ton of our lives. p mmrrlenlty as P i showers, important cul-
£, we may have s being o \ tural practices like the tea cere-
ﬂmwm tested in some L — : many for the Chinese are stil
parking meters - l'nrlhe'm'yl.m malls in Kuala . being carried out as they hald
time, as these devices are switched  Lumpur and o imiportant traditional .
for mare efficient ES. Putrajiya. M Monash anthro-
Malaysian courts, for one, will stop In same pologist Dr Yeoh Seng-Guan sup-
using fax machines by Jan 1 and ment ports the notian that the Last things
switch to emails. vﬂ'lﬂmulmend.lm > is also worth noting that not all that o are often those which
The fax machine will not be the  records like the punch in fades out of popular use will have been practised for cenfuries.
only casualty of time. Throughaut le:mmmMm Shahrel, remiain gone. “There may be some minlmal
the years, there are many items "“"ﬁ:‘lﬁ““ﬂ" The way in which Zakat pay- Enmammawmmnluamum change, but it wouldn't be a radical
that have been phased out of every- nnru ments are made in some states has ~ gence, fuelled by an interest in o that involve the cycles
day use and have now became par- dlso been revalutiondsed. retro or vintage memaorakilia, of lfe - birth rituals, the coming of
alis of & v timnes r-:rrwhm;'-mnﬂdum 'H-l:nuym.lﬂnp.i_r,rllhllw Instant Polarold cameras, vingd nge, marriage and death rituals
mabile enment services and will ecommerce website records and casseties have estab- ﬂﬂm:}'n‘lbﬂlﬂﬂltmandﬂﬂ
DNVDs and even il.iuheghmtmfimllrﬂhutﬂt- QR codes. You can pay fmmnr& lished comfartable niche markets hm'ld’un?
Pod Nanos and Shuffles have now  ric recognition systems. This tech- where and don need to go to along with tffin carmers, now sold *If at alk, it may just be more sand-
ﬂ:&amwnqumm“ mlunruulmndyhehurnlledmu surau for iL™ he srys, adding that in bright colours and designs. Bell tised or simplifled,” he says, polnt-
to come by as mare techno-  the Malaystan Administrative ﬂutmvenimtti:lhtlm bottams also made a rap- m;mnmmdm;.m
logacal discoveries enter the marker.  Modermisation and hz‘mufﬁpupnup- ings for celebrations or funerals
To welcome the new year inour  Planning Unit (Mampu),” Dtﬂ‘mhuﬂmhllllmhlpﬂ-md the video and perfor-  during the pandemic as examples.
new nonmal, Sunday Srar e Sunday Star, e unexpected areas - Azree mnflhﬂr:hlnlnppm;m
lhemq’dwilrmthllm tn ¢ deposit machines too Sluhmlﬂumhmvhemmered Dynamire. “‘i&d‘lﬂ'ﬁiﬂ'ﬂt\'ﬂl‘i&eﬂ
disappear in the will soon be replaced as a way to some beggars in recently
what Is expected to cut costs. We will be able touse our  who QR 10 receive Carrying on to the future
moving forward. e5 1o take a ofthe  money from people without loowe msn-erm m_mrnrhmrr
chegque and have it pd i There are also certain thingsthat  positive artitude
Bidding adieu directly with the banks,” he adds. Arree Shahirel hopes that have proven to withstand the test mmmrnrmmbemmmgdm
mhmmummoﬂq& Malaysia will continue 1o of thme - these are often related o upholding h and to under-
Parking meters still dot the road. codes will see the popularity of mow technology, especially acts whieh are rratlstzon ar cus- stand that diseane ot discrim-
sides of Kuala Lumpur and most many everyday items dwindle, to Al, in the near future. torn-based and have been practiced inate,
major cities bur you hardly see peo-  Physical menus, for example, have “If Malaysians continue to use for decades or centuries. Azrina for improved acces-
phmnmn;lz' rummaging been replaced in some restaurants new L 1t will incroase the Although Malkyysian society is sibilsty to 10 ensure
eir pockets for calns anymaore, in favour of dightal menus that aggregate demand and making a quick transition to cash- there are no gaps among
These meters, often a source of appear on your mobile phone after  improve the supply of such technaol-  lessness, some physical money- Malaysians as we move towards
frustration for matorists when they 2 QR code unique o the table is oy based traditions ang digitalisation.
break down, are being replaced by scanned. This change has many “This encourages more initlatdves  pows or dult raya are o “Along with this, she also
smart parking apps or ewallet pay benefits; reducing overhead costs to create even newer technological that there will be a focus on :
ment and also miring the transmission discoveries,” he “The act of giving ang pows and ing the public on safe and
Dr Azree Shahrel Ahmad Nazri, of diseases as there is less phys- While it is exciting to see what dult is symbolic. The symbolic @ ethical ways to use tech-
from Universin Putra Malaysia's fcal contact, says Azree new things will be kn store for 12, it mﬂq&mmw' nobogy.
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