COVID-19 IMMUNISATION

'NO PROOF
VACCINE LINKED

T0 DEATHS

For every one
million vaccinated,
only 11 people
suffer adverse
effects, says expert
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XPERTS have allayed

any fear of fatalities aris-

ing from being vaccinat-

ed against Covid-19, say-
ing there has yet to be evidence
*linking deaths to the vaccines’
side effects.

Associate Professor Dr Malina
Osman, an epidemiologist and
biostatistician from Universiti
Putra Malaysia, said scientific
studies. have attributed all post-
vaccination deaths to other caus-
es so far.

“Documented reports on ad-
verse effects related to Covid-19

vaccine put the figure at 0.0011
per cent, which means for every
one million vaccinated, only 11
individuals are affected.

“In another report, it was found
that the number of participants
who reported at least one serious
adverse event was 0.6 per cent in
the vaccine group and 0.5 per
cent in the placebo
group.

“"According to the
latest data by the Na
tional Pharmaceuti-
cal Regulatory Agen-
cy, side effects stem-
ming from Covid-19
vaccination have
been managed suc-
cessfully,” she told
the New Straits
Times.

Last month, the
Norwegian Med-
icines Agency report-
ed that 23 individuals died in the
country six days after receiving
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine,
Comirnaty.

However, the World Health Or-
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Health workers making _rmpumrmn.: at the National fumu Institute in Putrajaya yeste rday to accept

ganisation’'s Global Advisory
Committee on Vaccine Safety
subcommittee concluded that
the vaccine had no
contributory role in
the fatalities after ex-
amining available in-
formation and data re-

deaths.

As such, Dr Malina
stressed that vaccine
hesitancy had no sci-
entific rationale.

“Without the vac-
cine, Covid-19 has
killed more than 2.47
million people. And
yet, with almost 200
million individuals inoculated
globally so far, there has been no
reported evidence that post-vac-
cination deaths occurred due to
the vaccines,” she said.

lated to the cluster of

frontliners who will receive the Covid-19 vaccine. i

Dr Malina also lauded Science,
Technology and Innovation Min-
ister Khairy Jamaluddin's an-
nouncement that a special pro-
tection scheme which includes
ex-gratia payment would be in-
troduced for vaccine recipients
who experience adverse effects
post-vaccination.

“It is a wise move which will
boost motivation and confidence
among the public to get them-
selves inoculated.

“Besides monetary assistance,
the scheme should also provide
other benefits like coverage on
temporary loss of income due to
hospitalisation and clinical fol-
low-up costs, if necessary,” she
said.

Khairy had made the an-
neuncement on Sunday.

“The cabinet agreed, during a
special meeting last week, to pro-

vide a special protection scheme,
which will be announced at a lat-
er date.

“This scheme is for protection
and to give an ex-gratia payment
to anyone with serious side effects
linked directly to the vaccination,”
Khairy said after the arrival of the
first batch of Pfizer-BioNTech's
Covid-19 vaccines.

He also said the government
would stick to the policy of two
doses per person, with an interval
of 21 days between injections, as
recommended by Pfizer.

The wvaccines arrived at the
Kuala Lumpur International Air-
port, transported via MAS Flight
MH604 operated by MABkargo
Sdn Bhd on Sunday morning.

A total of 312,390 vaccine doses
were flown on a passenger-to-
cargo flight using an Airbus 330-
300 aircraft.



