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THE establishment of Orang
ﬂChrrbﬁa‘FComh:ca
Inclustry (CUCCI) has cne
ultimate goal — to develop and
transforem the econormy of the
ounamu;mnmk
Its prasi Mutang
Tagal said apart from serving as a
between the government
and the community, the cham-
bar would push the Orang Ulus
to develop their potential and
resources and take part in busi-
niess and digitalisation.
“The Crang Lllus must be
on par with the others who are
trading in the stock markets like
Bursa Malaysia.
"'Tharefore,haﬁambar

that they can participate in com-
rerce and subsequently improve
their standard of living," he said
during an exclusive interview
with Mew Sarawak Tribune and
its sister paper Suara Sarawak on
Maonday.

Mew Sarmwak Tribune:
Datuk, what |s OUCCI and what
bast dafines s function?

Mutang: The OUCCI was estab-
lighed and officially regi
undar tha Registrar of Societies
[ROS) in September 2019, it

=T the first organtsation which

emphasises on assisting the
Crang Uy ]
EntrerEnEurs.

Wi riust understand that
Malaysia is a country with an out-
lngk of vast econcemic develop-
maent and this exparsion includes
Sarawak. Especially in Sarawak,
projects and businesses continue
to progress expadiently, These
projects and developments are
eupected to boost the economy
- and will continue as so.
Therefore, we must
train our people te

o better

skilled, prefi-
clent and highly
capable people.
Once condi-
tioned and pre-
pared as entre-
prenaurs, thair
imclvament in
businesses will
evolve.

Why can't
an Cirang
Ul

company be ksted in the Bursa
Malaysia stock market? With
that of accomplishment in
business, how would it inspire
the Crang Ulu community? To
achigve such a goal, the

Ulus will face & whole different
game and reach a new league
that will put them an the path-
wary of mainstream business and
compete with major companies.

Ulimately, the chamber aims
to create a pool of Crang Lilu
entrepraneurs so that we can
become community — cultivated
and learmed in commercial and
industrial sectors. This is needed
because no lo are we limited
only to the irmo in the
longhouses in Belaga and Baram
area where amang the other
things, we are also invaled in
the industries and commerce of
cities like Kuala Lurnpur, Kuching,
Mirl, Sibbu and Bintulu.

In particular, tha chambar will
facilitate training and mentoring
programmes for nhtl}'mg Ulu
men and women — nlg
on their pool of talent. W will
become the main Eaison for the
Orang Ulus, connecting them
between their community and
ather soclal groups, with the fed-
aral and state governmant, with
rebevant minstries and agencies
and others.

The chamber will work and
act as a database or source of
information granted by the gaw-
emmernt and make sure that the
data, and knowledge
are down to the
members of the chamber.

Wie will assast when |tc;fn;eam
any govamment policies affact
ing businesses and incustries
by giving technical advice and
support to the Ovang Ulu entre-
|preneurs. The chamber will be
actively imobved in promaoting
mambaers to be active in com-
marce and industries as well as

recruiting new mermbers.

istered members.
this juncture, we have

already started
data col-

CHAMBER TO TRANSFORIV ORANG ULU ECONOMY

Dr.ng Wy entrepreneurs in the

Tu become a member of
OUCCI, that parson must pass
the |:|.|I|i'Ec.ulion requirerments.
Firsthy you must have a registened
busiress, whether it is under part-

i, firm, Sandirian Berhad
or Berhad for those invaheed i
contracts and services, having
an existing business is the first
criteria. Professionals like lavwyers
with legal firms and as with doc-
tors who own private medical
clinies can also apply to becorme
members, The bottom Bne is you
must have a business and it must
be registerad.

Setting this eriterion gave us
an opportunity that allowed us
to troubleshoot some crucial
circurnstances such as identifying
that mary of aur Orang Ulu who
are involved in business or trad-
ing at the lo were not
registered or did not have trad-
ing heences.

The chamber has looked into
this and we are helping them to
register their businesses properly

. this inchsdes businesses that
have bean passed down the
generations.

the information flow from the
chamber to different antrepre-
neurs in different areas. We have
members from different towns

wiha are our kalsons and repre-

seniatves.

Besides that, we have been
working with the Federation of
Orang Ulu Sarawak Malaysia
{Forum) which comprises nine
Orang Ulu asscciations, namely
Sarawak Kenyah Mational
Assaciation, Sarawak Kayan
Association, Sarawak Lun
Bawang Association, Rurum
Kaelabit Sarawak, Sarawak Tipun
Penan Developrment Assaclation,
Saravak Berawan Association,
Saban Miri Society Association,
Sarawak Lakiput Association and
Saraveak Bisaya Association. The
different Forum members can
hedp to disseminate the infor.
mation 1o the p-nplc on the
ground, toa. We are slio looking
irite working closely with the vil-
lage chisfs, community leaders
and pra‘fla.iqnﬂ: but this ks ssill
in the fine-tuning process.

As QUCC] aims to motivate

the Ulus, how many
-unmmm-dum
have onboard to help adhleve
this purposa?

We have many l:h'ang Ulus
wha are successful entreprensurs
such as Datuk Jun Ngau Wan
wha is the chief executive officer
[CEQ) of Amalgamated Plant
Engineering based in Bintulu
and he is OUCCHs treasunes-
general. Mext, we have Datuk

Melson Balang Rining whao is
the co-founder and president of
Oweancare Corporation 5dn Bhd
and holds the pesition of viee
prasidant in OUCC, Another
successful entreprenew is Peru
Balan Ding wha was in the bank-
ing industry but vertured into oil
and gas (O8G) field and foundad
Parsafe Engineering Sdn Bhd in
1995, Lah is one of our
women entrepreneurs who is
imvohved in handicrafts and sha
has been travelling around the
world with the Sarawak Towsm
Board on various missons
abroad. 2

Wa also have othar figuras
such as Datuk lsasc Lugun — &
Kelabit from Long Lellang who
has been running public listed
mmpanm-s and is presantly the

ing director nFC.uhyﬁ

M.n rawak Berhad (CMS];
Roland Bala — the first Malaysian
to I'.In appointed as H;-mheﬂ
Malaysia's managing director;
ﬂwn::'hpun — a Lun Bawang
fram Limbang who i now the
CECQ of Barama Compary
Limited based in Guyana,
a wbﬂﬁﬂg;:dlr Samling
Group of panies; Datuk
Maoharmmad Medan Abdullah
— the group chief executive
officar of Bintulu Port Holdings
Berhad [BPHB); and Datuk Sesi
Idris Jala — & former minister in
the Prime Minister’s Department
and p holds the position
of the i and CEO of
the Performance b
and Delivery Unit (Pemandu)
Associates, a global consulting

firm focused on Pd:l'il:llli:bﬂr
trarsformation and
business turnaround,

Wie will be asking these
successful people to help aut
because they ane the role models
for the Crang Ulus in business,

What does the future hold in
terms of challenges?

As we witness Orang Ulus
helming publie listed cormpanies,
the charmber would like to see
these companies listed in the
stock market one day, getting
involved in the rarified atmos-
phere, boardroom and all that.
Those will be the chnﬂingls far
the charmber to charmpion the
core self of Orang Ulu entrepre-
neurs of tech entrepreneurs in
the future.

Therefore, we will not only
focus on improving just basic
things like production of goods
and serdces and food production
bast we will emphasize prepar.
ing ouUr yaung entrepreneurs
in other fields such as informa-
tiun ta-chnnlugyil'l’}l and digital

bacause avarything &
dnn-n onling today. Thare & no
shortcut to it. i we are not in the
IT m‘unll.r!im, wa will not be able
1o cormpete.

The chamber will also look
inter upskilling our people. We
have & lot af technical and veca-
tional edscation and training
[TVET) based institutions like
Centre of Technical Excellence
Sarawak [Centexs) as wall as
local universities like Universiti
Malaysia Sarawak (Unirmas),
Lhmnﬂ'ld:mhgu Mara (LT,

Swinburne University, Curtin
University, University College of
Technobogy Sarawak (UCTS) and
Universiti Putra Malaysia (LIPM).
peophs to ennol

companent of the chamber's

duty in ensuring that the young
generation is given proper
guidance in terms of choosing
courses that they want to pursue
& Bachelor's Degres, Diploma
or skill training. Often, after the
students finish Form Five, they
take up courses which may not
be rllmdrrl“l:;:hwcd towards
maatin ure im:hu?’l
mch.g.ﬁ.t the end of the day,
when they graduate, they find it
hard to land suitable jobs.

Recently, Binary Uniersity
af Management and
Eritrepreneurship founder and
executive chairman, Tan Sa Datuk
Professor Joseph Adaikalam,
contacted me bearing good
e saying that the uniarsity
WA uﬁm'.g RM3 million schalar-
ships for 400 young COrang Ulus
to study at the university for the
first thres years.

This is & perfect initiative
because the university, which is
ratad five-star by the Ministry
of Higher Ed ucnl‘.lun {MoHE], is
known to specalise on m;n.gv-
maent, [T, entr and
industry-specalised profession-
als. In other words, the train-
ing that it offers to students is
skewed towards making sure that
its graduates will be employed
by industries,

On our part, the chamber will
have to look into ing the
school keavers after Sijil Pelajaran
Malaysia [SPM) and identify those
whi can fill in the slats offered by
the Binary Liniversity.

At the same time, we will also
look at other universities that can
work with the chamber in provid-
“F skill training to the Orang

Ul nurrrnunrtrm that they can

obtain good education whach will
help them have a good

Tha chambaer is very thankful
to the Gabungan Parti Sarawak
(GPS) state government under
the leadership of Chief Minister
Datuk Patinggi Abang Johan
Tun Openg for establishing three
development agencies, namely,
Upper Rajang Development
Agency (URDA), Hightand
Developmant Agency (HDA] and

Developmant

b-grou
of Orang Ulus). Mearwhile,
HOWA covers Baram area where
you have the Kayans, Kenyahs,
Eelabit Barawans, Kelabit
Kiputs, Penans, Lun ang:
and Sabans. On the other hand,
MRDA, covers Limbang and
Lawas areas whene the Bisayas
{Limbang) and Lun Bawangs
(Lavwars) are residing.

The chief minister gave RM1.5
billion aach to these agancies
to speed up and do a quantum
leap in terms of infrastructune
development to connect all the
rural areas, especially where the
rragority of the Orang Ul are
residing, to the market.

Without these developments
such as electricity and roads,
then the rural community do not
have cold storage to preserve
their food or sell produces in the
market because Ihlry‘m na long-
er frash. They abo need to have
good

are completed, the Orang Uius
can open up their lands and ven-
ture into agriculture. Then, they

can bring their fresh produces
straight to the market. And if
they can develoap skills in manu-
facturing post-harvest and sall all
their goads and produces that
they grow, they can add value to
thesr products and export to big-
ger markets, All these Orang Ulu
areas have the empurau fish (Tor
Tambmldw] and semah fish (Tor
Labwobarbus). Apart from that,
m:‘:‘ﬂﬂ‘ithllﬂ‘-ﬂ the
spices and animal

sanciuary.
Sa the dhamber will have to
make sure that we can monetise
these assets to B iNComas
to the Orang Ulus so that £
2030, thay will be in the mi
class andmmpmbablrln
the upper-middle dass. They will
hawe good and stable incomes
and be able 1o send their chil-
dren to schooks to receive a good
education as well as anjoy good
health facilities and services,

The assets that the Orang
Ulus hawve are their native
custornary right (MNCR) lands.
Therefare, they should first utilse
their lands for sgriculture and
generate the incomes from them,
‘When they have the income,
then thay can imest in ather
m

|-ndwb-mgaﬂs-ﬂ-m. I
you ask the peaple in the long-
houses to start a business in the
towns or the cities, they can't do
it because it's foreign 1o them.
Thnyduﬂ'thawﬂwmalu?f-n-
meant expertise, However, if they
can get the lands developad
first and have the initial incomes,
then they will be able to use the
incomes as investments o vwen-
ture into other fields,

For instance, 10 years ago, if
you visited Iban longhouses, it
was hard to find cars, lomies or
four-wheel drive wehicles. Now if
you ge to the | uses, gach
door will own a Hilux and some
evien have three-tonne
trucks. The reason is that
they have started to
plant oil palrms and

ers, satellite televsion
prowid-

Astra and the [ntemet.
Especially during this time of
Cowid-19 pandamic, going into
fo-ndpraf::ljmhﬂwbnﬂm.
If you have a small pisce of land,
you should cultivate a 'Food is
Al'qu;ln'l'thm[Flrﬂﬂrg.Hﬂ
den. This means you should try
1:|:|- rov everything that you need
t there's abways food on

Ihaubhfm'wfmily.lfﬁme
is excess food, you can sell them
in the market and eam a decent
incoma.

plans, and strategies
ﬂmmhw

mmm

e will conduct a lot of semi-
nars of programmes to educate
people. Ouwr Orang Ulu Yang
Berhormats (elected
tives) also have to do a lot of
work o inform and axplain to
the p-;:: how the chamber can

ple what they want to hear, but it
Is mot necessarily good for them.
Therefora, for the QUCCI, we
don't mince our words. We will

tell the people what is necessary
if thiey want to advance.

What do wish to see in the
next five to 10 years?

Saraeak i currently on track
to achieving a high income and
developed state status by 2030,
Ta reach that goal, | believe
wa are talking about probabhy
US0A 5,000 par capita monthhy
income for Sarawak to qualify as
a hagh-income state. i we reach
thiss goal, then Sarawak will be
jaining the ranks of the first-warld
countries like the United States
af America, Europe, Japan and
Canada,

‘When we reach this goal, my
wishlist is for the Orang Ulus not
to be left behind, Let there be no
mose poverty amaong the Orang
Ulus. Even 'Ihuugh we ang in the
longhouses or villages, our
incoemes are there, That =
why we need 1o develop

thee income-ganerating
sources fior the Orang



