Making a difference ... on my own terms: motivational factors of youth
involvement in social entrepreneurship in Malaysia

ABSTRACT

Recent interest in social entrepreneurship among young people has led to a heightened
interest in new research. Few studies, however, have yet to investigate motivators of
involvement, particularly from countries that are new to social entrepreneurship. The current
study set out to better understand this phenomenon among young social entrepreneurs in
Malaysia. In-depth one-to-one interviews with 12 young entrepreneurs were carried out to
collect the data. Four themes and ten sub-themes emerged from the interviews, including
early life experience (childhood experience and family experience), inspiration from clients
and colleagues (interactions with the target group and exposure to social entrepreneurs),
work-related experience (volunteer experience and job-related experience), and personal
meaning (contribute back to society, desire for more meaning in life, and personal passions).
The implications for policy-makers and interested parties are outlined in regard to enhancing
participation and interest among youth for social entrepreneurship.
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