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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia in fulfillment of
the requirement for the degree of Master of Arts.

CONFUCIAN THOUGHT IN CAO CAO, CAO PI,
CAO ZHI’S LITERARY WORKS

By
AW WAI KUAN

February 2017

Chair: Ser Wue Hiong, PhD
Faculty: Moden Languages And Communication

Cao Cao, Cao Pi and Cao Zhi were called as “Cao Cao and his sons”. Cao Cao and Cao
Pi were the famous politicians and they were also well-known in the literary field. They
gathered the scholars from all over the world to form a group to develop their literary
writing effectively and enhanced the social status of the refined scholars. Cao Cao and
his sons were known as the outstanding representatives in the literary field during that
time.

This paper is to analyze the Confucianism thoughts of Cao Cao and his sons and
summarize their distinctive ideas such as the relationship between Cao Cao and his
sons and “Literary” tradition. There are five chapters in this paper. The first chapter is
an introduction which explains the research motivation on Cao Cao and his sons and
this is followed by literature review of Cao Cao and his sons.

The Late Han Dynasty and Cao Wei Dynasty with Confucianism thoughts are
discussed in the second chapter of this paper. This chapter discusses specifically on the
changes of Confucianism thoughts in the Late Han Dynasty and Cao Wei Dynasty. It
also discusses about the Confucian factor on the Cao Cao and his sons such as diversity
thought of “Cao Cao and his sons”. In addition, Cao Cao respected rules which are the
rule of law, “Punishment for the first to overcome the political chaos” and the rule of
Li“National stability with Li for the first” are both discussed in this chapter.

The third chapter of this thesis is about " Literary " tradition, mainly discusses
Literary " expression of emotions and reflection of reality between “Cao Cao and his
sons”. Cao Cao and his sons’ "Literary" traditional work mainly refers to "Literary"
verse and poetry, while their writing techniques were also similar with

"Literary" traditional characteristics.
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The fourth chapter discusses the impact of "Political Pursuits" in the poetry of** Cao
Cao and his sons”. Cao Cao and Cao Pi focused on material interests of "Political
Pursuits ", rather than the spiritual level. However, Cao Zhi explored the cultivation of
"Political Pursuits" from the spiritual level. Finally is the conclusion which it
summarizes the main points of this paper that is Cao Cao and his sons’ Confucianism
thoughts.

Key words: Cao Cao  Cao Pi Cao Zhi Confucianism thoughts
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Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti Putra Malaysia sebagai
memenuhi keperluan untuk ijazah Master Sastera

PEMIKIRAN KONfUCIANISME DALAM KARYA SASTERA CAO CAO,
CAO PI DAN CAO ZHI

Oleh
AW WAI KUAN

Februari 2017

Pengerusi: Ser Wue Hiong, PhD
Fakulti: Bahasa Moden Dan Komunikasi

Cao Cao, Cao Pi dan Cao Zhi digabungkan dan dikenali sebagai “Cao Cao dan
anaknya” . Cao Cao dan Cao Pi memainkan peranan yang penting dalam politik dan
juga merupakan pemimpin -pemimpin sastera. Mereka menubuhkan persatuan sastera
dan juga mendorong perkembangan penulisan sastera. Selain itu mereka juga
mempertingkatkan kedudukan ahli-ahli sastera dalam masyarakat. “Cao Cao dan
anaknya” boleh dikatakan adalah ahli-ahli sastera yang terhandal pada zaman itu

Objektif penyelidikan pemikiran Konfucianisme Cao Cao, Cao Pi dan Cao Zhi adalah
membuktikan bahawan Cao Cao dan anaknya mempunyai pemikiran Konfucianisme.
Tesis ini akan membuat analisis konotasi Konfucianisme “Cao Cao dan anaknya”.
Kemudian akan meringkaskan beberapa ciri-ciri tersendiri,seperti Tradisi “Sastera”dan
“Cao Cao dan anaknya”.Tesis ini,mengandungi lima bab, bab yang pertama adalah
pengenalan, keutamaan bab ini adalah menerangkan motivasi utama penyelidikan
tersebut.

Bab yang kedua adalah Pemikiran Konfucian Penggal Akhir Dinasti Han dan Dinasti
Cao Wei bahagian ini membincangkan perubahan politik dan pembangunan Konfucian
semasa penggal akhir Dinasti Han dan Dinasti Cao Wei serta faktor pemikiran
Konfucian “Cao Cao dan anaknya”. Selama ini Cao Cao dikenali sebagai Legalism
tetapi pemikiran Legalism hanya sebahagian daripada keseluruhan pemikiran beliau.
Selain daripada pemikiran Legalism*“dalam keadaan huru-hara, hukuman diutamakan”,
beliau juga menekankan peraturan Li “keadaan aman, peraturan Li diutamakan”.

Bab ketiga memberi keutamaan kepada tradisi “Sastera” terhadap “Cao Cao dan
anaknya”. Bab ini akan membincangkan pengaruh tradisi “Sastera” terhadap “Cao Cao
dan anaknya”. terutamanya membincangkan ungkapan emosi dan mencerminkan realiti
di karya sastera “Cao Cao dan anaknya”. Tradisi “Sastera” “Cao Cao dan anaknya”
terutamanya merujuk sebilangan besar tradisi “Sastera”manakala teknik penulisan
mereka juga sama dengan tradisi “Sastera”.
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Bab keempat akan membincangkan pengaruh pemikiran “Pursuits Politik” terhadap
“Cao Cao dan anaknya”. Cao Cao Cao Pi memberi tumpuan kepada kepentingan
material*“Pursuits Politik” bukannya tahap rohani. Walau bagaimanapun, Cao Zhi
diterokai penanaman “Pursuits Politik” dari tahap rohani.Bab yang kelima adalah
kesimpulan, bab ini akan merumuskan ciri-ciri pemikiran Konfucianisme “Cao Cao
dan anaknya”.

Kata Kunci: Cao Cao  Cao Pi Cao Zhi Pemikiran
Konfucianism
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