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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia in fulfilment of
the requirement for the degree of Master of Arts

THEMES IN LITERARY CRITICISM IN SARAWAKIAN LITERATURE IN
CHINESE (1959-2002)

By
THIAN FUNG CHE

March 2017

Chairperson : Chong Fah Hing, PhD
Faculty : Modern Languages and Communication

Sarawak Chinese literature entered the Anti-British period after the Second World War.
In 1955, the Afro-Asian Conference (also known as Bandung Conference) was held and
thereafter the third world countries responded enthusiastically to the slogans of anti-
colonialism, anti-imperialism and peaceful self-government. The people of Sarawak
were also deeply motivated by these emotions and such a situation had affected the
development of Sarawak Chinese literary criticism, particularly the arguments on two
major issues: the paths of left-wing writings and the target groups that literature should
serve. During this period, Sarawak Chinese literary criticism, then deeply influenced by
the left-wing literature in China, was dominated by the view that literature should serve
the masses in the toiling proletariat class as well as their existing political struggle for
the self-government and independence of Sarawak. This led to the antagonism between
writers of left-wing realism and those of modernism in the 1960s. These writers wrote to
the newspapers to argue out their views in four battles of words and the enmity between
them lasted for about 10 years. In the 1990s, there came a turning point when criticism
of diverse voices was gradually taking shape. Tian Si was the first to propose the idea of
‘Borneo Writings’ which attracted considerable response from critics in the country and
abroad. It was also at this time that writings with styles of postmodernism began to
emerge. ‘Organic Literature’ as initiated by Yang Chi advocated literary writings that
are all encompassing in contents, with light and easy ways of conveying emotions and
intentions. These are revelations that in the past 60 years, Sarawak Chinese literary
criticism had developed from the left-right rivalry in the cold war era to the localised and
pluralistic discourse in the post-cold war period.

Keywords: Left-wing realism, modernism, postmodernism, Borneo Writings, Organic
Literature.



Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti Putra Malaysia
sebagai memenuhi keperluan untuk ljazah Kesusasteraan Cina

TEMA-TEMA TEKS KRITIKAN DALAM KESUSASTERAAN CINA
SARAWAK, 1959-2002

Oleh
THIAN FUNG CHE

Mac 2017
Pengerusi : Chong Fah Hing, PhD
Fakulti : Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Karya kritikan sastera anti-British dapat dikesan dalam kesusasteraan Cina Sarawak
selepas Perang Dunia Kedua. Pada tahun 1955, Persidangan Afro-Asia yang
menggalakkan keamanan dunia banyak mempengaruhi negara dunia ketiga. Penduduk
Sarawak juga dipengaruhi oleh dorongan tersebut. Kritikan fungsional dan didaktik
dalam kesusasteraan Cina Sarawak telah muncul pada ketika ini, terutamanya kritikan
berhaluan kiri. Dalam tempoh ini, penduduk Cina Sarawak juga dipengaruhi oleh penulis
berhaluan kiri di negara China. Selaras dengan perjuangan kemerdekaan negara Sarawak,
penulis berhaluan Kiri mencanang karya sosialis-realisme. Polemik sastera yang tercetus
pada tahun 1960-an menyebabkan penulis Cina Sarawak terbahagi kepada dua kumpulan.
Di satu pihak ialah penulisan aliran realisme, manakala di pihak lain ialah penulisan
beraliran modenisme. Polemik tersebut berlarutan selama 10 tahun. Menjelang
tahun1990-an, tema kritikan beransur melepasi pemikiran konvensional lalu menuju ke
arah kepelbagaian. Pada tahun 2002, Tian Si melancarkan konsep ‘“Penulisan
Berfokuskan Borneo” lalu mendapat respons daripada penulis di dalam dan luar negara.
Penulisan aliran pascamodenism juga wujud dalam teks kritikan sastera ketika itu.
Gagasan kesusasteraan organik yang dipelopori oleh penulis bernama Yang Chi.
Gagasan tersebut menggalakkan penulisan menerapkan unsur majmuk dalam penulisan,
termasuklah sastera berbentuk komik dan sebagainya.

Kata kunci: Realisme berhaluan kiri, modenisme, pascamodernisme, Penulisan
Berfokuskan Borneo, Kesusasteraan Organik
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1958 K YW SR 191 FREXN G IR

1958 iLaE H & 5

1960 N AR 6

1972 LENR L 6

1988 BT S 2 7R WHESHER 2 8

1990 LA WHESAERK o 4

1990 B A H T R AR AR A 2 IR 7 AR 5 ) s sk 1.
1999 A H ke 6 [R5 i R EE T A T o

101 J i 4E (1990. 04. 08)
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