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Faculty : Design and Architecture

Children’s lives are facing huge changes and enormous challenges. They
have undergone some massive transformations during the last generation,
and will undergo more as they grow up. Global challenges are affecting and
will continue to affect their lives. Regardless of this, most of the children still
find themselves at odds in their own communities. The neighbourhood
environments are the closest for children to explore their well-being.
Unfortunately, most of the neighbourhoods’ design does not fulfill their needs
and preferences. The aim of this research is to understand children’s
perceptions for the outdoor play environment in urban neighbourhood. The
research objectives are to analyse the children’s view on their existing urban
neighbourhood’s environment, to identify the major barriers of outdoor play
activities faced by urban children in Selangor and to identify the children’s
needs and preferences that promote outdoor play and create child friendly
neighbourhood environments in Selangor. The Zone 3 Shah Alam has been
selected for the case study. The data were collected through the participation
of children in Child Friendly Neighbourhood Environment (CFNE) Workshop
with children age 10 and 11 from Sekolah Kebangsaan Seksyen 7 and Pusat
Jagaan Nur Kasih by using focus group interview and children’s drawings,
and observation studies. The children’s view on their existing neighbourhood
was based on three aspects, which are safety and free movement, space
and design, and the participation of children into outdoor play. This study has
identified six most important barriers that have become the hindrance for
these urban children to have outdoor play activities. The barriers include
parents’ constraints, the continuously busy traffic, fear of crime and
strangers, the setback of the play space itself, no or less friends, and setting
of the housing. Based on children’s need and preferences, this study found
three main elements with own characteristics to promote outdoor play and



create urban child friendly neighbourhood environment. The elements are
safety and nurturing environment, suitability and enjoyability. The results of
this study provide the important information for children’s societies, planners,
designers and policy makers about children’s view of their current local
condition. It is worth pinpointing of children’s preferences on the
neighbourhood environment.

Keywords: Children, Child Friendly Neighbourhood Environment, Outdoor
play



Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti Putra Malaysia
sebagai memenuhi keperluan untuk ijazah Doktor Falsafah

KEPERLUAN DAN KEHENDAK KANAK-KANAK TERHADAP
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Dalam kehidupan seorang kanak-kanak, pelbagai perubahan dan cabaran
akan dilalui mereka. Cabaran global akan terus memberi kesan kepada
mereka. Ramai kanak-kanak merasakan mereka terasing di dalam komuniti
mereka sendiri. Persekitaran kejiranan adalah yang paling dekat untuk
kanak-kanak meneroka kemampuan dan kehendak sendiri. Malangnya,
kebanyakan rekaan kejiranan tidak memenuhi keperluan dan kehendak
mereka. Tujuan penyelidikan ini adalah untuk memahami pandangan kanak-
kanak tentang aktiviti bermain di luar rumah di dalam kejiranan bandar.
Objektif penyelidikan adalah untuk menjalankan analisis komprehensif
mengenai pandangan kanak-kanak bandar terhadap persekitaran mereka
yang sedia ada, untuk mengkaiji faktor halangan bermain aktiviti luar yang
dihadapi oleh kanak-kanak bandar di Selangor dan untuk mengenal pasti
kehendak dan keperluan kanak-kanak untuk menggalakkan permainan di
luar rumah dan memmbentuk persekitaran kejiranan yang mesra kanak-
kanak di Selangor. Zon 3 Shah Alam telah dipilih untuk lokasi kajian kes.
Data ini telah dikumpul melalui Bengkel Persekitaran Kejiranan Mesra
Kanak-kanak (CFNE) dimana pesertanya terdiri daripada kanak-kanak yang
berumur 10 dan 11 tahun dari Sekolah Kebangsaan Seksyen 7 dan Pusat
Jagaan Nur Kasih. Data diambil melalui temubual berkumpulan, lukisan
kanak-kanak dan pemerhatian. Pandangan kanak-kanak pada kejiranan
yang ada sekarang adalah berdasarkan tiga aspek, iaitu keselamatan dan
pergerakan bebas, ruang dan reka bentuk, dan penyertaan anak-anak di
dalam permainan luar rumah. Kajian ini telah mengenal pasti enam halangan
bagi kanak-kanak bandar ini untuk mempunyai aktiviti bermain di luar rumah
iaitu kekangan ibu bapa, kesibukan lalu lintas, ketakutan terhadap kes
jenayah dan orang yang tidak dikenali, permasalahan ruang bermain itu
sendiri, tidak ada kawan dan perancangan perumahan yang kurang sesuai.



Selain itu, terdapat tiga elemen dengan ciri-ciri sendiri untuk mewujudkan
persekitaran kejiranan mesra kanak-kanak di bandar iaitu keselamatan dan
sokongan persekitaran kejiranan, kesesuaian dan kepuasan kanak-kanak.
Hasil kajian boleh digunakan sebagai panduan kepada badan kanak-kanak,
pihak perancang bandar, pereka bentuk dan pembuat dasar mengenai
pandangan kanak-kanak tentang keadaan tempatan semasa bagi
menentukan keutamaan kanak-kanak di dalam persekitaran kejiranan
bandar.

Kata Kunci: Kanak-kanak, Persekitaran Kejiranan Mesra Kanak-kanak,
Pemainan di Luar.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

For several decades, Malaysia has encountered a tremendous pace of
development and rapid urbanization in many of its cities. Children, who are
only at the beginning of their lives will undergo different transformations in
the process of growing up, and will be faced with a lot of environmental
challenges, as well as major social and political barriers. Previously, children
have never been under such a spotlight. Despite the increase of interest in
the lives and well-being of children, most children still find themselves at
odds with their communities, denigrated to being a little more than citizens in
waiting. This has proven to be more challenging when spaces and physical
built environment are wrongly set in their living area.

With regard to this issue, Li (2009) highlighted that there are significant
relationships between children’s growth and the urban setting, which is
shaped by the local planner. On the other hand, as underlined by Galea,
Freudenberg and Vlahov (2005), there is a significant influence between the
urban environment and health, in which it will either cause serious threats or
result in the enhancement of public health. In support of this, Sallis and
Glanz (2006), as well as Browson et al. (2001) have stated that the factors
that led to this impact include the increased motorization in urban areas
causing less people to walk or riding a bicycle. This sedentary lifestyle can
reduce the physical activities amongst the urban communities including the
young children. (Suminski et al. 2005). Following that, Freeman and Tranter
(2011) mentioned that over the past decades, our children have lost their
freedom to engage in free play. The opportunities to explore their
neighborhoods and cities are very limited.

Having said that, children’s fresh viewpoints may exactly be thing needed to
see clearly into the realm of new possibilities. Children rarely take part in the
designing of their environment. This has raised the question on whether they
are unqualified, impractical and unskilled to take part in making decisions
that not only affect their ‘here and now’, but will also affect their future. Thus,
with the development of the United Nations Convention on the Right of the
Child (UNCROC) in 1989, and its systematic monitoring, the rhetoric of
children’s rights has become universally created.



Chawla (2002) in her research have shown that children need more attention
in their living environment. She believes that children should be given the
opportunities to participate in the process of shaping the cities and their
neighbourhood. This is to ensure:

“The needs of children to their living environment should get
more attention to the participatory process in shaping the cities
and neighbourhoods; this is to secure the lives of children and
to make use their insight, creativity and thoughts on the
environment” Chawla (2002)

Having had the traditional way of planning without the inclusion of children’s
input in the process for so many years, it is the time now to realize the need
of children to participate in designing their living environment. Freeman &
Tranter (2011) compiled the evidence on how, if opportunities are opened
up, the interests of the children need will neither collide nor be subservient to
those of their fellow adult citizens; and how children and adults, by working
together, can bring about stronger, more sustainable and healthier
communities.

As pointed out by Dr. Azlindarita @ Aisyah Mohd Abdullah in Utusan (2016),
we may not realize that all these while our children have not been given
enough exposure to nature, such as to the flora and fauna, rocks and
minerals, the clouds and the sky. By right, children should have the ability to
throw a ball, to jump, to run, to explore the world around them and enjoy
what the outside world has to offer them. All these contribute to the
development of their neuro-motor. There is no need for the parents to bring
them to places such as the woods or the mountains, but their own compound
or the neighbourhood playground is enough for the children to begin their
exploration. Small it may seem to an adult, it is a whole big world in the
children’s eyes.

The essential life journey for our children should be taken more seriously
because they are usually denied the access to voice out their needs in the
living environment. Every single planning particularly the urban planning
substantially affects their childhood development. Generally, children need
the enjoyment of open space which is often excluded from the wider
classification of a “public” space. As addressed by Malone (2001), an ideal
urban environment for children is a place that they can understand, and
know how to contribute to the cultural fabric of a community. Therefore,
children should be able to socialize, observe and learn in their living
environment. Similarly, as cited by Li (2009), he believe that it is not
favourable for children to grow up in urban areas that are busy, polluted,
chaotic, and with poor living condition.



In the 2nd United Nations Conference on Human Settlements 1996 (Habitat
), the first Child Friendly Cities Initiative (CFl) has been proposed to form
comfortable cities for children. In this conference, it was also highlighted that
the ultimate indicator for a healthy habitat is the wellbeing of children, a good
governance and a democratic society.

As promoted by the UNICEF National Committees and Country Offices, child
friendly city is the embodiment of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
at the local level. The voice and opinions of children are vigorous, and should
be taken into consideration and as guidance in decision-making process
(UNICEF National Committees and Country Offices-Fact sheet, 2009).

1.2 Problem Statement

The new generation, within which the children belong to, can be called a
'multimedia generation' as most of them are obsessed with gadgets. This
obsession would affect children's social and personal skills. These children
may be experts in texting but relatively poor in face-to-face communication.
The importance for children to have a close contact with the natural world for
their physical, mental, emotional and social skills development has been
promoted by many scholars (Augustin, 2014; New Straits Time, 2014), a
notion agreed by Dr Vincent Wong, a neuropsychologist from Kuala Lumpur.

1.2.1 Nature — Deficit Disorder

According to Richard Louv (2005), children today seem to be in a "nature-
deficit disorder", in which they lost connection with the natural world, with
less free play outdoors, and growing up in a world very different compared to
that of their parents. Most of the generation born in the 70s to the 80s keep
attached to their memories of bathing and playing in the river, climbing trees,
play slingshot, and catch fish in the pond without adult’s supervision. Do
children nowadays have the privilege of experiencing the same thing? What
was the natural connection that they have during their childhood that they will
always remember?

By examining children’s worlds through their own eyes, insights on how
children see and experience the world around them can be obtained. These
visions indicate that children are also creators, not merely consumers of
places, and that in the absence of strategies that empower children,
communities will lack those essential moral and democratic ingredients that
enable children to truly flourish.



Too much tokenism still exists, such that in the case where participation has
been advocated and applied, the outcomes are not measured based on the
results that change those circumstances that bind children, but rather, in the
process of the children taking part itself. More often than not, children’s
active engagement is more of a tick-box exercise, which, once recorded
enables decisions to be made regardless of what have been expressed.
Sadly, listening becomes the end, not the start, of a journey of
enlightenment. Another scenario is where well-meaning adults define
themselves as the authentic witness to children’s voices, but in doing so take
charge of those situations in which children could readily and willingly get
involved (Freeman & Tranter, 2011). The values that at one time suggested
that children should only be seen but not heard is no longer relevant in the
world that we are living in today.

1.2.2 Malaysia’s Urban Children Survival

Nowadays, children have lesser time to enjoy outdoor play, as compared to
those in the past. This is not only attributed to packed school and co-
curricular activities schedule, but is largely due to the increasing concerns on
safety issues. Abductions, robberies and sexual assaults are becoming
common occurrences, resulting in parents feeling insecure and are more
reluctant to let their children go about unaccompanied (Utusan, 2017).

Many of us do not realize that limiting our children’s movement, though
necessary and due to various reasons as well as concerns, will result in the
hampering of children’s mental and physical development. This is a notion
supported by Angela (2017), who asserted that young children who are not
exposed to outdoor activities will be relatively weaker emotionally and
physically.

Seeing children engrossed with smartphones or gadgets is quite a common
scenario today. This is viewed as a way out for parents who feel more
comfortable leaving their children with smartphones or gadgets in their
hands, than having to hear the children whine for attention (Utusan 2017)

This is a trend that is becoming more and more popular amongst parents,
resulting in the children spending more time at home as compared to being
outdoors. There is no denying that the use of gadgets has its own
advantages in children’s education and in some ways, may be of assistance
as well as convenience for the parents. However, some experts felt that its
negative impacts may affect a child in the long run, when gadgets and
smartphones are used continuously without parents’ supervision. Children
today, who are also known as the Z generation are more aggressive, to the
point that the environment that is deemed safe for adults, has proven to be



no longer suitable for them. As stated by Dr. Norulhuda Samon in Harian
Metro (2014), a faculty member of the Centre for Psychology Studies and
Human Development of the National University of Malaysia (UKM), the
methods of learning of the Z generation is very much dependent to
technology, resulting in a limited contact with the natural world.

In a study that was carried out in Australia, as highlighted by Dr. Azlindarita
@ Aisyah Mohd Abdullah, from 4000 children who were observed for a
period of three years, it was found that those who spent more time outside
the house have lesser risks of being short sighted. Based on research, there
are possibilities that the decreased risks are associated with the fact that the
children have done a lot of physical activities while being outdoors. Research
has also shown that the risks of becoming short sighted have not decreased
in those who spent time playing indoors (Utusan, 2017). These have been
supported by a study on a substance known as dopamine, which is located
in the retina or the layer of nerves of an eye. The dopamine undergoes
diurnal changes, where its level is at the highest during the day (in a bright
environment), and at the lowest during the night. A high level of dopamine is
needed to prevent the eyeball from becoming elongated; as an elongated
eyeball is identified as a factor for one to become short sighted. Therefore,
there is a tendency for people especially children who spend more time
indoors, to have an uncontrolled eye development due to disruptions to the
dopamine. Other benefits of being outdoors for the eye include the
chromaticity or brightness as well as the absorption of vitamin D (The
Malaysian Medical Gazette, 2016)

As the inheritor of the nation’s future, children should be given the assurance
to live and grow in the best environment possible, as it is our hope for them
to become a persevering, progressive, as well as a well-behaved generation
both physically and mentally. This is due to the fact that a generation with the
qualities mentioned above is the one that can contribute meaningfully to the
country. In order to achieve that, it is important for the children to be provided
with a safe and secure environment to grow up in.

It is important for us to remember that though development and
advancement come with some challenges, which more often than not are in
a negative way, it is our responsibility as the adults to protect them from
those, by providing the most conducive environment for them. Having said
that, development and advancement should be balanced with a good quality
of life, especially for the children.

Therefore, it is only natural for the 46" World Children’s Day celebration to
select ‘Approaching the New Millennium: Towards a Child Friendly
Environment’. This theme should be a uniting factor for every one of us to
create an excellent environment to ensure a good quality of life for the
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children. The theme should also be a reminder for us that in our quest for
development and advancement, we should not compromise the need for
providing a healthy environment especially for the children.

To ensure a continuous quality life, it is important for the responsible parties
to put a quality environment as an emphasis in the implementation of every
plans and actions. This is especially important as we are moving towards the
Vision 2020, as we need a healthy and quality generation to carry on the
visions set by our leaders. Therefore, every effort in preparing an excellent
environment for our children should begin now.

In an interview with Utusan, Mrs Lai Poh Guat, the Director of Affair
Protection Department of Social Welfare (Jabatan Kebajikan Masyarakat,
JKM) in 1999, has mentioned that every year, a theme will be selected to be
understood and implemented collectively by the society. The themes are
usually selected in response to important issues related to children for that
particular year. It is hoped that the theme selected for each year ahead will
be a catalyst for every walks of life to work towards child friendly
environment, particularly in the urban areas (Utusan, 1999).

Therefore, now, the World’s Children Day usually will be celebrated with two
main objectives; as a form of respect and recognition by the society for
children and their rights, and to instil the awareness in the people of their
responsibilities to protect the rights and the future of these children.

With regards to collaborations between different parties in the efforts of
instilling the awareness of the importance of the environment in children’s
development, Lai highlighted that from the beginning, a number of seminars
have been organized in disseminating the knowledge of the importance of
providing a child friendly environment. These activities were organized with
the intention to remind the society that a race for development and
advancement should be coupled with a good quality of life. Lai emphasised
that the rapid development that is taking place today have indirectly exposed
children to pollutions and congestions, resulting in poor health conditions.
This, would definitely affect the quality of life of these nation inheritors. If no
immediate actions are taken, this, will in the long run affect the future of the
nation.

In the efforts to instil the awareness in appreciating and preserving the
environment for children’s well-being amongst the people, the Children’s
Welfare Council of Malaysia (MKKM) in collaboration with the United Nation
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), has published a book containing simple ideas
that can be implemented by the society in providing a child friendly
environment. These include safety aspects such as road safety, home



safety, physical health, childcare for parents in urban areas, as well as
children’s involvement in activities related to their needs.

Referring to the issue of the extent to which depression may occur is
children, the Psychology Expert of the University of Malaya (UM), Associate
Professor Dr Mariani Md Nor have stated that, depression will usually occur
in the events where there are conflicts between what a child wants, with his
or her environment (Harian Metro, 2018).

The reason behind why children have become the focus of this study is due
to the fact that they are the group who will be deeply affected by any
planning or design decisions made by the adults, who more often than not,
think that these little souls have less significance in the society. They are
creative beings, who have their own personality, way of thinking, as well as
perspectives. They also have their own preference and choice, such as
favourite colours, toys, friends, food, drinks, as well as clothing.

Compare to other areas in built environment research, child friendly
environment is not new. Even so, there is still limited research and
comprehensive data on the children needs and preferences in Malaysia and
how to ensure effective way of suggestion to improve child friendly
neighbourhood environment (Yatiman & Ismail Said, 2011; Shamsuddin,
Zaini, & Sulaiman, 2014; Shuhana Shamsuddin , Khazainun Zaini , & Ahmad
Bashri Sulaiman , 2014; Hanif, Abdul-Aziz, & Tedong, 2012).

However, even with the best intentions to promote child friendly urban
environments, having large allocations or programs, this will not be feasible
without having a good understanding of the environmental child friendliness.
In what way can every urban child have a better start in life? What are the
strategies that need to be developed by the government or the NGOs for a
better children’s environment? Wide research on the “best interests” of
children are very important when making policy decisions for cities.
Therefore, the lens should be on children to understand their standpoints.
This research seeks to address this issue with a particular focus on child
friendly neighbourhood environment for an advanced understanding of
children’s outlook and actions on the issues involved.

1.3 Aim

From the discussion in the previous section, it shows that there is a limited
focus on child friendly neighbourhood environment for an advanced
understanding of children’s outlook and actions on the issues involved. The
aim of this thesis is to understand children’s perceptions for the outdoor
play environment in urban neighbourhood. The thesis will explore
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existing initiatives from global studies as the strategy in creating the living
environment to fulfil children’s needs. It will also provide insights on
children’s idea of a neighbourhood within which they could enjoy the living
and the outdoor play.

1.4 Research Questions

In order to achieve the above aim, the following research questions were
developed:

Main research question:

What kind of neighbourhood environment that makes urban children enjoy
their living and outdoor play?

Sub-research questions:

RQ1: How do the children feel about their existing neighbourhood, and What
do they like and dislike about their living environment?

RQ2: What are the obstacles faced by children to engage in outdoor play?

RQ3: How does a neighbourhood setting impact children’s outdoor play?

RQ4: What are the factors that make children enjoy their outdoor play
environment?

RQ5: What do the children need and prefer in order to promote a child
friendly neighbourhood?

1.5 Objectives

The following research objectives were formulated to answer the research
questions and address the aims of the research.

| To analyse the children’s view on their existing urban neighbourhood’s
environment.



I To identify the major barriers of outdoor play activities faced by urban
children in Selangor.

Il To identify the children’s needs and preferences that promote outdoor
play and create child friendly neighbourhood environments in Selangor.

Addressing the research aim and research questions, this study will explain
the urban children’s expressions and the dilemma that exist in their current
neighbourhood environment. More importantly, this research will explore
children’s needs for future reference in designing an urban neighbourhood.

1.6 Significance of Research

This study will be a significant endeavour in the literacy of children’s outdoor
play environment in the context of urban neighbourhood. The main reasons
for this research to be conducted are: to reach a successful outcome and to
provide means to create a child friendly neighbourhood environment in
supporting of outdoor play. This research is expected to encourage policy
makers and project developers to maximise the potential of child friendly
environment and eventually utilise and further improve its utilisation in the
urban planning and development by way of understanding the children needs
and preferences. Thus, it will add to the existing body of knowledge.

Apart from that, the analysis of this study will contribute towards providing
valuable information for planners, children’s societies and academicians
about the children’s need and preferences regarding their neighbourhood
environment. Additionally the study aims to consider the contribution that a
narrative, multi-method and cross-national approach to studying children’s
environmental experiences to respond to ‘pro-environmental’ messages
might make for future research on childhood studies and environmental
education.

1.7 Conceptual Framework of Child Friendly Neighbourhood
Environment

In terms of research framework, the author has resorted to using the guiding
method concept, by taking into consideration the theories, indicators,
concepts, models and any research findings from previous research to guide
in the undertaking of the whole research process, from the literature review,
to the selection of methods, right up to developing a suitable research design
(see Figure 1.1). Apart from that, the research findings were obtained
through a qualitative method, in exploring children’s needs and preferences
in order to promote outdoor play and create a child friendly neighbourhood



suitable for children in the urban area. Table 1.1 is the matrix of research

framework.
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Table 1.1 : Matrix of research framework

. . o Research
Aim Research Questions Objectives Methods
RQ.1' How do the . RO1: To analyse the Focus
children feel regarding hildren's vi thei group
their existing chiidren's view on their interview
. existing urban
neighbourhood and what neighbourhood’s
do they like and dislike ; Children’s
S environment. .
about their living drawing
environment?
RQ2: What are the RO2: To identify the Focus
obstacles faced by major barriers of outdoor | group
To understand children to engage the play activities faced by interview
children’s outdoor play? urban children in
perceptions for the Selangor. Observation
outdoor play RQ3: How does the
environment in urban | neighbourhood setting
neighbourhood. impact children’s outdoor
play?
RQ4: What are the RO3: To identify the Focus
factors that children children needs and group
enjoy their outdoor play preferences that interview
environment? promotes outdoor play
and child friendly Children’s
RQ5: What does children | neighbourhood drawing
need and prefer to environments in
promotes child friendly Selangor.
neighbourhood?

1.8 Preview of Chapters in this Thesis

Chapter 1 provides a brief introduction of the research background, problem
statements, aims, objectives and the significance of this research.

Chapter 2 explains the terms children, childhood, and their well-being. This
chapter traces the literature on the theories that underpin children’s
exploration, particularly of their environment. The second part then reviews
on the making of ‘child friendly neighbourhood environment’. In this part, a
number of studies has been looked into and selected to be part of the
potential research framework.

Chapter 3 determines the methodologies applied throughout the research for
both the data collection and analysis process. This chapter addresses the
interdisciplinary nature of research involving children and how the methods
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of research can meet children’s ‘human sense’ to children. This chapter
starts with a discussion of the overall design of the research, and ends with
an explanation of the evolution of the study, which determines the issues
raised and discussed throughout this thesis. In general, the chapter is
divided into two sections with the first half of the chapter focusing on the
documentation of the methods used to collect data; the rationale for the
structuring of the data; a brief historical background, its surroundings and the
physical conditions of the case study; as well as a detailed explanation of the
four types of data which include interviews with the children, children’s
drawings, and observation studies. The second half discusses on the
development of the overall research framework and the analysis method
applied in this study.

Chapter 4 is the first part of the thesis that presents the descriptive analysis
of Child Friendly Neighbourhood Environment (CFNE) Workshop that were
obtained from Sekolah Kebangsaan Seksyen 7, Shah Alam and Transit Nur
Kasih, Seksyen 3, Shah Alam.

Chapter 5 explains overall data from the Child Friendly Neighbourhood
Environment (CFNE) Workshop; focus group interview and children’s
drawing, as well as the data obtained through observation studies. In this
chapter, the author analyses the data in accordance to the first theme, the
safety and the freedom of movement, the second theme, space and
design, and the third theme, participation in outdoor play. Each theme
highlights the first and second obijectives of this research, namely the urban
children’s outlook on their existing neighbourhood, as well as the barriers of
outdoor play activities faced by them.

Chapter 6 provides the analysis of the last theme, the attribute of child
friendly neighbourhood. This chapter is written to meet the third objective,
which is to identify the children’s need and preferences to promote outdoor
play and child friendly environments in Selangor. Apart from that that, this
chapter also includes some drawings of a dream neighbourhood as
portrayed by the CFNE Workshop’s participants.

Chapter 7 summarises the findings in chapter five and chapter six. It begins
with a brief review of the issues raised in existing children’s neighbourhood.
Then, the findings are discussed together with other articles that relate to the
same issues and provide recommendations on how to achieve a child
friendly neighbourhood environment. This chapter also highlights the
problems faced throughout the research process as well as the
recommended solutions to these problems. Next, this chapter reflects on the
aims of this thesis. Finally, it also discusses the thesis’s contribution to
knowledge and potential research in the future.
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