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Financial
struggles

atuniversity
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IGHER education is a door to a
brughter fulure, sab shich slu-
denés can dream to secure a hat-
ler career.

‘hile bsimg accepbed to a wni-
versily programime may bea cause for celebration,
shudents fram a kea-noome bachipround are mel
with. a nurnber of barriers.

Before s=iting fool on campus, they are bu-
dened by financial warries such as nat being able
toaltord the enirance fees and traelling cost. Once
thiay are in, i i mare challanging 1o stay,

Higheer Ed 1akes a look at how underprivibeged
shadents parsevers in their pursait of terbany edu-
cation and haw universities are making efforts fo
address this concem

DFFICULT ENTRY

Mapwa fiasa, 75, atinal-semester Shariah and Eco-
riamics sludent 2t Universiti Malaya, atmost tumed
GoraTi P degres alfer Thrss pesrs 8o

o

“Dusa to unexpected circum-
stances, the morey | had saved for
the req-strntu:-n tees was spent on
family matters. | was devastated. It
made e conbemplabe working full
tirme instessed of prsaing iy shudies.

Her parents apposed this idea
but Mapwa's father, 8 policeman,
had sxhausted all maans o pay far
Fresr buition fees She hén scoured far
ways b acquers firancal aid.

"l applied for the Baitulmal aid
wiech | was suppised 0 recee aler
registering my subjects. After a manth, | checked
the application stabus bt wes unsuccessiul,” said
Mapam, adding that tha idea of quitting antered her
mifd Bgain but her parents perdisded her 1o stay.

Her datermination to cantinua led her tn work
paar-tirne bo pay far her sludies.

For Hik Muhammad Mustagqim Tahan, 25,
his. family's financial siustion nitially Led him 1o
think that it was iImpossible to enral ina degree
programme. :

Halirsg Ircem Kuala Ketd, Bedah, the recent Lini-
varsiti Sairs Malaysia graduate's tather is a rubber
tapper while his rother is & lachany aperabor,

O thebrink of despair, Nk Mubammad Musta-
g said thal bes leachers, Maghah Rarnli and Acrs
¥asin, ard friends from his former schoal, Sk
Labu Besar, Kulim came to his aid.

“l'wars really sad bacause | couldn't atford the
RM1.500 enbrance fees. | Bold my mother that i
woulld go 1o USM to ask for & deferment.

“Thankfully, my beachers and friends provided
me wilh moeal 20d linancial support.

“On the day of registration, Encik Asri cfferedto
oy lof the mileage and Puan Naphsh drove me 1o
LISM, accompanied by twao friends. We wand with
out me packing anything else except what | was
wRaring,”

Thes urisesrsity's orienkation committee insisied

© We will

© ensure that
B40 students
do not miss out
on the learning
Process...
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that he should shay on to join e et

| vt
Camplex,

ties for new studants that took place on
the sarme day.

"My teachers actually went to my
housae 1o get my things after that and
senil i bo mie al the university the
next day.”

Havirg his application for the slate
rakat [tithe] dechired, he neceved other
forms of assistanca

“During iy lirst week, | received NIk Muhammad

;Enud Bank Universiti Malaya
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Dengan kerjasama A B
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Stuchents selecring food suppiles ar the Universin Malaya Food Bank ar Perdana Siswa

=
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Sarme sven worry about where their
next meal will come from.

Natasha Amira had o go withow
1ood during ber final sxam of ber first
‘semesber,

°I spent two days without ealing
ag | ran gut of maonay. My father came
to vl me with some rambulan and
apoiogieed as he too did ot have ary
marey 1o give me. | didn't ask for help
Brar iy Inends as | knew that thisg only

zakat ard financad aad from the uni-  Mustegim Zahard  had enough for themsetes.

varsity's student atfars depariment.
Teschers in iy former school also raised Punds
fioer rmiz,” saikd Mik Muhamimad Mustagim,

Unimersits Putra Malayssa Economics siudent,
Limn Bia Hao, 22, comes from a tamity of six from
Baku Pahat, Johor. His father works asa lorry driver
whila his mother 15 8 housewila,

Hezaid: "Afer completing high schoal, lworked
85 8 promiaber and hation teacher recahnd a CGRA
of 357 for my STPM resuwlt which brought me inba
the EComasmics counse in LIFML"

After gaining admis son, Lim was armious at the
thoughl of he axpersive unversity fees.

"l s wormied about Ehe fuition fees because
FEM1 2,000 is nesded 10 complets my degree. That
is wiy | appled for the National Higher Education
Furd Corporation loan,”said Lim, wha
did ngl recene obhar sources al fund:
ngl\lmatsha Armira Shacild, 21 who
completed her studies in Unirersiti
Teknotogi MARA Fahang last month,
alsa recoived only the Matoral Higher
Educalion Fund Corperation kan for
har shades,

Ha\"lﬂg worked al & haer <5lon lor
six monihs bedore starting her diplo-

ma, she said: ) paid for the university  Limt Jia Hao

entrance 1aas wath the maney that |
marmed.”

CONTINUOUS STRUGGLE
in urivesrsity, students strugole 1o make erds rss].

“ARer the incident, | lold myself 13
wurk harder. 5o, tha folirwing semesher, |worked
jpart-time by selling cakes and =ambal hitam.

“The momey | earned hedped to cover my daily
sxpenses such as food and assignments. | also
Felped bo WA e Durden off iy parents by busng
grocenies for my famnily,” said Natasha &mira.

She added: "1 Pope that with rry qualification, |
can land a joh that secures my future so that | can
help my parents and younger Siblings.”

Simiarty, Nik Muhammad Mustagim said that
thesre vesre tmes wtien Fe could not alford proper
meals

“Once | onby bad RM4 in iy possession. With
thart amaount. | bought five pieces of rofi canad in
survive. | stored them and only eat one piece sl
& time. | held on untll my sister wired
e AP 100 which was barely enough
1o .ged ey lor a month.”

He did not disclose his predica-
Fent o afyone extepl for & lew close
Frignds,

“The plight carmie 1o laght after my
best frignd introduced ma o lecturar
wha sigresd me up a5 a pad ressarch
assistant. In the following semester, !
also applied for Tunku Abdul Rabrman
Binancial aid and received RM1.500.°
said Mik Munammad Mastagim.

Having successhully gradusted in Translation
with Imlerpreting, he is now workng 3t 3 research

He adided: “| hope that [can pursue iy post-
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graduate studies in the futurs if | can
aacure & scholarship.”

For hajwa, she has been a National
Higher Education Fund Corporstion
recipiant since her first semestar and
received the LU Zakal Fund in her thind

year

“In the past, | thought the fund
was only for students withoul & Tam-
ily income. Dinly in ry third year that |

disoemened iy elighility. Since ther, it - Natasha Aming

s halped me.” Shariff

‘Working & second natune o Majwa,
wha said: “Aftar SPM, | helped my tamily bo sall
pisang goreng |barara fitters| and keropaok lekor
as well a5 lemang and rendang during Esd a-Fir
each year.

L|.-.|ul'll'l'g iy sermesier break, | worked as a
cashier ard waitress until Jam. Currently, | also
BarT Fiomsy by elliig scares part-Tire ™

Priontising her money for academic reces-
Sitees, Mapwa regularty Fasts and subscribes bo
the happy lunch programems in her faculty once
A vnalk

“nca, | anly had RMS in my hands. To buy a
ook, | had bo barraw same maney frorm my frend ™

UNIVERSITIES' ROLE
Warsities have a respors bility to belp shudents from
disadvaniaged backgrounds.

UM deputywice-chancellor [Student
Aftars| Prolesser Dr Abdul Aziz Abdul
Ramnan sakd: “We will ensure that Bl
students do not miss out an the learm-
irg process o feel pressured while
shudying here. We will see that they can
u;ra-clual'e suzcesstully to help change
their families’ bees

“Thie key e helparg B0 studens is
foensure ther access toupsard social

sibigty for the shadents” welfare throwgh finangial
cantributions and joint fund management with the
uresprnily's aomdrasbration,”

At UM, financial aid are provided through the
Zakat Fund, the Student Wellare Fund and the LM
Endowersnit Fund [LIMEF],

“UMbsunched IMEF in July 1o ereune & sustsin-
able source of incoimee fior shudents’ walfars and to
atvance the unrersity in the aspects of edwcabion,
research and innowation. A task force was initiated
to lock inko its operation,” said Abdul fuiz.

Instead of hawindg ko pay The fess befang enbening
uniersity, Uk provides some Leeaay for under-
pirnaledesd siugdents

“For students in the B40 group, we allos them
|\'.I1'1?i_|l‘5tr."f|ll'5lw|'||‘ll}l.l'l ﬁrrl;lm lees. Az analler-
natrem, thiy can make the payment onca they get
a scholarship or & loan from the National Higher
Education Fund Carporation.”

The university provides several types of lood aid
such as the Studant Aftairs Food Coupon

“Ewery student will receive 10 coupons worth
Rt each, amounting toa totatof RS0, Oeher food
aid thatwe provide are the UM Campus Food Bank
ard Cenirasl Kitchen to disiribute food supplies and
rmaals i underprivilaged shadents.

“W'e also =el up food pantries for colleges,
tagulties and shudent soceties a5 well a5 provide
morthly allramnces sourced from donations, ™ said
Sl Az,

In LT, 77 perr cantol the student population
omprises students fram the B4l group

UITM deputy vice-chancellor [shudert atairs]
Professor Or Azizan Abdullah said that the shu-
dents” welfare is a tap priority for LETM Student
Aftairs Depariment,

"Our roles include providing food incenties
such &5 meal sllowanoss [or studenls. We also
prowide financial assistance such a5 a subsistance:
aid armounting from RM250 1o RM500.

“LITM recently established an
endowrment fund last month, launched
by the wice-chancallor tn fund shudents
activities ard programmes. Zakat is.
also prossded for underprivilegad Mus-
lirm shudents,” said Arizan

UITM has atso mtroduced the Pre-
Higher Educatian designed for students.
Iriseny Lo oo farmilies.

Azizan sad: "This is a special pro-
gramme lor underprivileged students
whin can't afford the registration fees
Two main programmes offered are
Pre-Dsploma in Commarce and Diplera in Sci-
eEnce.

ﬁh&"!'g some aivce lor pros pective students,
he added: “If you fulfil the requirements of any
programire in UiTH, please apply. The Students
adffairs Department will help o sobwe your firancal
Irenibileg.”

Aside from the shadent affairs departrsnt, the
LATM Ao Sssociation Malaysia also established
tha 1 Billion Education Fund to help students from
the B&0 group.

LUPM Student Attairs Dadsion haad Fahmi Azar
Pl iar said that the divsion plaes an imporbani role
for tha students’ welfare espacially in ghing finan-
cial assistance 1o Sludenls.

“Financial assistance includes emergency
financial problems, luitsan leas,
berpavemaent or medical help. &l stu-
dents, regardless ol race, may apply
and will be assisied, Pronity is given ba
students from families with & house-
hold income of lovesr than RM3,500,°

Outlining the application process for
shudents. Fahm Azar said- "In the Shi-
dent Affairs Division Student Welfare
Furd harm, students must stabe their
probtems and assistance needed as

rability. Herce, prividing equal appor-  AZlzan Abdullah  well 85 ablach fupperting documents

Funibes 1o education s important.”
Ahdul Aziz added that the UM Studert Affairs
Deparimint is commitbed 1o helping shudents.
"W foster and strengthen a sense of respon-

for verification. We will then conduct a

[oried inberview bo learn mare about their problemns
and decade om the assisiance.”

UPM also established a Food Bank fo provide

saipplies and mesls for shudents in need,

Fahmi Azar said: “The Food Bank is run jointly
wilh the Domaests: Trade snd Consumer Afairs
Minisbry i guarandee its sustanahility, Shudents
i lahe food supplies sudh as bread, cereal, rice
and biscugs in the distribution cenire

“Mearmahile, we have a free meal programme
fureded by the alumni assaciation and ndmduals in
collaboration with cafes on campus. Students can
qet thair frea meals al the UEWHM calps,

“Iri collaboration with Suria Foundation dan
Lorsdon Optical Cenmter, UPM alsa distribited ree
eyewnar to Bil students in the beginning of the
LeTeilar,”

FahmiAzar added that the LIPA Centre dor Man-
agerrer ol Wagl, Zakat and Endoernent | also gives
aut AssELANCE 0 underprivilaged shudents

ADVICE
UPM's Lim =aid while it is hard to manage his
finances, he tries fo priaritise healthy eating

The third year shudent said: "WPM is located in
the cifty, 50 budgeting Tor my daily expenses have
hecome 3 major problem in my unversiy life,

“Toensure that | hawe three proper meals. aday,
| always use the LIFM Meal Flan, It is 8 cashless
meal prograsmeme which can be used at certain
T courts on campus. To S roney, | bormow
teathooks from my senons.”

Haghligiing that his family is his mspiration,
Lirn said: “Poverty i not an obetacke in the road 1o
success. To be a successful student, daterming-
1o i key.

“With that in mand, | aspire 1o find a gead job
upan graduation ta help my tamaly as my younger
sister s stilin primary scheol | slsshope to reduce
my father's financial burden,”

Sharing some words of advice, Nik Muham-
maid Mustanim said- "Don't think that running ot
of muneywill be the end of your life. Try to/find help
From your institution or other ways bo solve your
financial problem.

“Universities will not bet students sufler. | hope
that students have more couragne bo bell the unser-
sity aboul their Tnancisl needs.”

Far Majwa, her faith and har love for har famity
Feelp her slay posdilive and keep her going.

“Whanewer ['mintrouble, I drememter a luran
werse which says, “IF you are grateful, | will sureky
gove you more [Quran chapler 14, werse 7.

"My father told me that educalion is. important
o have a better Ufe. He alveys rermi nds re o Study
hard and not to dveell an moniry, | hops to repay my
Rarraly's sacrilices which hiree Brought me here (o
UM,” said Majwa

Having recenily comapleted her diploma in
Sports Science, Matasha Amira said; 71 could
survive because | worked during and in-beween
SMEShars, | advese shudems bo work part-teme if
1hey are able to do so.”

P s peowiced &0 free eyewear for naderpriviteged students since last year,




