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Public universities
reassess offerings to

match job opportunities §

ROZaN L SaM|
EATHITEL COmUITTY

RECEMT nesws article citing a list of
programimes i be dropped ab puklic
uriversities has raised conoern among
By Gusrlers
Students currently pur suing
courses imvebed and their parents were particularty
arigus sboul the status of the said programmes
Ehat will ma Longer be oflened by pubilic unimrsilies
ini the counkry

Higher Education director-general Datin Paduka
Cr St Harresah Tapsie was quoted as saying that the
department has asked all uniersibies bo identify and
reshape their academic programmes io enhanoe
shudents’ job apporiunilies and be in Bre with industry
neads.

The idea behind the move is essentially o revise
atralegically ard systematically whal sne curnenlly
offered at universifies 1o keep abreast with change
and markn! developments or risk stagnation

&= one of the industry voices — Malaysian
Irestitute of Aecoountants (MU chiel ssecutive allicer
Dr Myrmazilah Mahzan — puts it: "M universibes
offer courses that are not in demand by indusiny,
there will be a mismalch between demand and
2upply of labour; this in turn could allecl graduale
employabiliby and, ultimatedy, overall economic and
social sustainability amd wellbeing.”

She wad courses oflered al universities should
e peruc Cally resseveed, revised or improved wihens
possible 1o produce marketable graduates who
can contribute to busiress, economic and sockal
development

S0 howw are pulblic urmersiies I"Eﬁt'l"lg o this
directies and how are they geing about the selection
process?

COMTINLIOAIS EXERCISE

Curriculum ressew and reassessing of programme
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The right programmes need to be affered to ensure graduate emplowabiliiy., 2 B 0aNBL 58D

alferings are the norm among public universilies,
i spokpspersont approached by Higher EO.

Universiti Malaysia Kelantan [UMK] wice.
chancellor Professor D Noor Aziz lsmail pointed
out that the process stared in 2017 when a team
of professors ware assigned to shudy the neleancy
of programmes oflered by local higher educatian
instilutiors [HE]

“Atuniersbes, we have a Board ol Studies which
sits down before any programmes are offened and we
are required (o revies all programmes swery hss 1o
tive years. Bt now because things change so fasd,
| wnuld recommend a review be dong avery throe
years,” he sad

A1 LMK, hoor Azizi said the engagemaeant and
imobement of the mdustry in the develapment and
upidabirg ol programmes iS key, apan from data from
VaNous analyses

Al decisions have o go through the Senate, Board
of Oirectors, the Malsysia Qualilication Agencies
IMOAL, Industry Advisary Panels (IAP] and the
Education Miristry,

“Relevance in the context of past, currem
and lulure scenaria, particularly in the oonlexd of
IR&.M, are Leckied &1, Data such as demand for the
programmes, graduate emphayability DEE], future
demands, naticral imerest and so forth, as well a5
input frevn warious sgentiesindusiries are glaotaken
Inba consideraben,” he said.

A5 @ result of the discussions carried out by
UMK, for example, low value programmes that are
impartant lar I'lﬁl.l'\‘.l'l-tll.lbﬁ‘ig such as hismrg.- and
Feerikage wene sugesied 1o be comibined with other
programmies such a5 history with bw:, and heritage
wi'lhinfurmaliun1:|:|1nn|ng'r||'|'|.

"Programmes with low GE such as wery
specisised science programmes like matis can be
comitsned vith rronomics and physics with compuer
arjgnie b ik e mone applied and relsvanl.

“Even lskamic programmes. are embedded with
science and technology
such as biobech 1o make
graduates reacy for the
halalindusiry. Based onthe
findings, we ane taking the
necessary action,” he said.

Universiti Malaysia
Terensggani IUMT] deputy
wicg-chancallor [Acadamic
B Imermational| Prolessor
Dr Moor Azuan Aba Osrman
s when any curriculum . Professer Dy
review is done, apart from Aokt Kol
benchimarking withsirelar  Herun
lop programemes, markat
survey, report from industry as external revigwer,
negds ol EH}LEHI]lIJE_rEaI'Iﬂ i current regurements
nthe related fieldar the compulsory paramssters cet
by thee Departmaent of Higher Education | JPT]

“From the analyses, we will decde silber
b change the programme b ndusiry mode as
reguiated by JFT, 1o fully overhaul the curmiculuwm,
or 1o kald its aller for the nest inksoe ol shodents.
The decisaon is made by the Senate of UMT, upon
thorough evaluation by MOA belore it is endorsed by
JPT] e said.

Univarsits Telonologe Mara [LATM], meamwhile,

stated that it takes a number of faciors inlo
consideration in addressing or identifying whether
acourse for o setal courses) is irmelevant o current
industny needs.

“The decisicn to ceass the offering of a
programime is not taken lightly and various factors
are considersd. Dne example of 1his exercise is
wilth the develepment of the Academic Prograr
Competitve Index [IDSFA), 3 mechanism tomaasure
the relevance and sustainability of an acsdemic
programme,” said WATM depuly wice-chanceller
Rhcackemic and Interrational | Professar Or Mohamad
#amal Harun

Among the parameters measured by IDSPA
ane graduate employability, the populardy of the
programmes, student enrciment. trends and
ngeds of the programmeds] and the demand of
the programimes based on data of the natianal vl
global worklorce. L

Mohamad Kamal said the index ndicates the
possibility of whether a programme needs 1o be
rebranded or cease Do b= allered. The justification
fora programma babe desmad irrelesant is canedul by
neqgotiabed and reviesed.

The deleted programmes at LITM may be
rebrandad, replaced or combinad with ne relevart
programenes, said Mohamad Kamsl

“The nead 1o enharce the programmes is a
pricrity in ensuring that the programme and its
gradustes remain relevant bo the indusbry and
sopety. The uniersiy is also moving Towards the
re-designing of academic programmes by crealing
programenes that are Irarsdiscplinary or hybed in
nature. This i a sirategy that is mast rebevalit 1o
curment indusirial trends and glotal needs.

Meanwhile, Universili Putra Malsysia |LEs|
depistywice-chancellor lcademic and inernationall
Professor Or M, Igheld Saripan said that hawing a
couple of programmes dropped Iram a universily is
ok " big thing™,

“Uriversities, eepecislly punbc universbis, must
ke dynamic and we are respanding b he needs of
the indusbry and ghobal shifl, The deciseon ba droap
any programma is based on the study of the current
marked needs and indicators such as the poputanty
of b programmes and the graduale emplopatnlity,
as weldl as the sustanahility of the programmes.
he said.

In the case of UPM dropping wo programimes
= Bachelor of Education |Primary School Educaton

and Master in Waler Mamagement — the
dersion was made |ast year due 1o The low
number of anralmant for Primary School
Education studies. There are no studends
currently envslled

For waber managamaent, the decison s to
phise it oul tobally.

“The bachelor's degree was & one-all
programme and ot sustainable to keep, We
ofier the Master ol 'Waler Engineering 1o caber
0 sludenis inbeneshed by study waber-relabed
courses,” b said,

e arssu ried thal sludenis currently ennallsd
I programimses thal are D'El"rq phased oul vl
it have their qualifications affected as the
guslifications are sconedhbed by MOA

The degrae vell shill be recogresed,” e said.

The same goes for students of Universadi
Malaysia Perlis [UniMAP], as in other public
unresrsilies, Said #s wice-chancellor Professor
[ R, Biadiishah Ahmad

“The decision o drop & programeme is, not
an eagy one. Once a programme iS5 dropped,
current students still have to complete the
whaole programme and will graduate. The
unreersilywill nob fonce sludents bo change their
programmes,” ha said,

|M THE PIPELINE

According to Ureversit Malaya [UM) deputy
wice=chanoellor lAcademic and Intermatianal)
Professar DF Hamila Ghazali, rather (han
discussing which programmas will cease 1o
be offered, # would be more productiee 1o lalk
about the eflective new programmes in the

“We are currently in he process ol enduring
that ewery LIM graduate will be sechnologecally-
sy and gouipped with vanious lfe sidlls from
persors inancial lileracy b anablics and even
artilinal intelligence. We call this naw iniiabive
Shudent Holistic Empossermaend.

"I this nitialve, Slodenls will choose
Courses, as part of their electves, from four
subject clusters = Thinking Matters; Mind &
Imtellect; Emotional, Physical and Spiribual
Intelligence: Heart, Body & Soul; Te«'.llmbulgy.l'
Artificaal Indelligence and Data Analytics
i-Teche; and Global Issues and Community
Sustarability: Making the World a Better Flace

“This change is timely and will ensure
thal every graduate of LM is the best that any
amployer can find. This is our respansibility to
our students,” she said.

‘She emphasised (hat the Student Holistic
Empeswarment subject clusters ofered with
mvery undergraduate programme will make
every programme ofléned starting in 2020
ansanbally 3 new and imgnowed o

A UMT, programmes are being consolidated
inte esser number of new programmes wilk
TTNg QRNANC Namas according 1o the Natonal
Educabion Code |NEC|, burt with higher rumissr
ol spedialisateon of study snea thal give shudents
e nphons 1o chodsa from

“The nesw programmaes that we have in tha
pipeline are Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering
Technology [Maval Archibecturel, Bachelor of
Maritima Operation Management, Bachelor of
Maroptysics, Bachelor of Data Arabtics, Masier
In Trapacal Biodiversity and Master in Tropical
Maring Ervirormant,” said Moor Azuan

AL LITM, there are a number of new
programmes in ke
pipalinge — Bachetor
of Science |Hons|
Ece-Technology and
Bachslor of Creatie
Muotion Design [Hons),
and Daploma in Digital
Audie Production, io
name & e

The programmes.
are wvery much
designed 1o be Fybrid
in nadwre, industry=
based and Felevamn
fo the demands of 40 and beyond,” said
Mohamad Kamal.

UMK is sel 10 oMer bag i programimes
= Bachelar of Acoounting and a Bachetor of IT

Moor Arngi said while fhere are samalar
enurses, UME's diferentiation 1B ime =
the desigreng and Contend of The Couwrses are
dong together with closa sdusbry input and
smvobeement snd are meand (o cater to real
wrdushry needs.

45 part of the Malaysia Technical Uiniversity
Hetwork [MTUM] which carries the Techrical
and Yocatienal Education Training |TVET)

Prafessor Dy Noar
Azizi Iemienil

agenda, UniMAP i5 incraasing the number of
Eachelor of Technology [B.Tech| programmes.

The programrmes in the pipeline are
Bachaelor of Technalogy in Automotee with
Hanowrs: Bachelor of Technology in Welding
with Honours; Bachelor ol Technology in
Industrial Machining with Honours; and
Bachelor of Technology in Building Construction
wiilli Hofoasrs,

“These programmes are
crucial to facilitate stedents
from vocalional cerlification as
opposed. o Matriculation amd
STPM qualifications. As MoE
has highlighted that UniMAP
should offer programmes ko
cafer for vocational and skilled
qualification students, (herelore,
sufficiant B.Tech programmes are
cruial ba be ofiered by all MTUN
wnrversaties,” said B. Badlishah.

Uniwersiti Teknikal Malaysia
Malaka [UTeM] — ancther MTUM university
— in a staterment to Higher ED sasd new
programmes thal are in the pipeline include
Bachelor of Technology in the internet of
Things: 10T, Telecommurication Hocusing an
5G1=d1nnlngj‘|.|3h:u:| Compasting and E-Sports.
The resw progranimes e joinlly developed with
industry leaders in the respective field.

INDUSTRY SAYS

Ta get irsighls mile what the indusiry needs
and demnards, Murmazilah =2id it ts wtal for
uriversities 1o engaga with industry and also
professioral and regulatory bodies for inputs,
updates and direchon

Az techrotogy is a key disruptive force, i i
wital that academscs and universities embrace
technology va engagement and advocacy.

“For axarmpla, in the context of acoounting,
whale: the basics of acoounting such as manual
deubde entries form the initial technical
foundation, it & equally imgortant that gradistes
be exposed to critical thinkeng and anabysis as
weell a5 IT-related skifts such 2 dala analytics

“Graduates would then be able o use these
shills. in the workplace to corroborate data and
derrg conluseens based on lheir organisalion's
financiz data and results,

“In additicn, graduates miest also be
trained to understand and interpret accounting
standands as they are principle basad innature.

“This requires: good command of kanguage
85 actouniants have lo be versalile on the
applicakion of accounbng standairds and mat
menely memorise the standards without propar
understanding and thought processes.” she
s

Another example she gave relates to an
wrjanisstion s finanoal ralios.

“In the past, shudends were tasked with
compubing ar crunching the numbers, rather
Ihan heinberprelation of inancal resulls whch
is @ higher valus-added skill.

“For graduates bo be relevant in & world
inigndated with data which £an be crunched by
machires, they hawe to be:irained 1o understand
ard inberpret the results usng wwols such &
arcbytics.

‘This will enable them 1o prowide the
nielessary value-added analysis and adasory
in their organisabong, makng tham ralevant
and indispensable,” she said.

Ganesh Kumar Bangah, charman ol the
atinnal Tech Association of Malaysa, sid the
rain chatienge that the IT industry olten faces
15 o] bing abde 1o find & cardudate who lils inko
tha technical roles they look for,

“Thereis often a mismatch betweenwhat we
nised and what the public unrersity produces in
Ther gracuates. Their learmeng syllabus doss pot
it the requirements. of soday ar tamarmows, This
ks bo the industry having bo source for talents

Germesh Kiemar
Bangah

from prvate universilies thal have sdopbed a
meare curmant or up-in-date programmes for
sludents,” he waid.

One of the immediate aread (hal can be
addressad & for public uriversitins to take pan
nindustry projects, and include representaties
al the imdusiry 16 co-teach the students,
Unimrsiting canalso optto partrer MYCs or sy
of the tech companies ke some
private colleges are already doing.

“While we understand the
constradnis of uneversities on
policest abe, these policies need
to change to accommadate the
needs of today's demands. Even
the gowernment is now maoving
inko Indusstry Ressnlution & 0 IR% 0L
the graduates wil need 1o prepans
themsehes well

“Thigy can only do this i they get
the right programmes, skills and
training from the universilies o
hacoie ampliabla. Mot anky should @udents
b academically ready bul thesr social shalls
should also be improved, which covars. ther
ability Lo speak and comverse with people, be
sogially-nclined and can corwerse conlidentisly
orvanous opics, foo,” he concludied.

devlopmments and waves of change,

CRITERIATO ENSURE
RELEVANCE OF
UNIVERSITY PROGRAMMES

Contermparary, embedding the key
hnpwledge and skill sels required
at that point in time and in the near
Tuture.

oy t

Prowde lifelong leaming skills.
Much of knowledge today, especially
tachnical and technologecal knowledge
= has acoelerated Lifecpcles and
exapiry dates — theretore, students
must be able to continually update
thesmselaes with new knovledge.

Conrses at universities must keep abreast with marke




