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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia in fulfilment of 

the requirement for the degree of Master of Arts

 ESTABLISHMENT OF BORNEO LITERATURE BUREAU AND ITS ROLE
IN THE PUBLICATION OF CHINESE EDITION OF DOLPHIN MAGAZINE

IN THE COLD WAR ERA

By

WONG KEE LIAN

June 2018

Chairman: Chong Fah Hing, PhD
Faculty: Modern Languages and Communication

Borneo Literature Bureau (BLB) was established by the British colonial government of 

Sarawak on 15 September 1958, at a time when Southeast Asia was at the height of the 

Cold War era. According to BLB’s annual report 1960, there were three objectives for 

its establishment, i.e. (i) assisting the government departments in publishing technical, 

semi-technical and educational books; (ii) encouraging creative writings by local writers 

apart from distributing and selling their works; and (iii) setting up sales networks for 

books and magazines to promote suitable reading materials published locally or abroad. 

By 1970, after Sarawak was involved in the formation of Malaysia, BLB had another 

new objective added, i.e. assisting the government to encourage the comprehensive use 

of Bahasa Malaysia among the people.  Apparently, BLB’s works in publication, 

promotion of local creative writings and sale of books and magazines as well as its 

Malaysianised transformation were undertaken during the period when the Cold War era 

went through its peak and decline, thus constituting a special cultural phenomenon of 

Borneo in the 1960s and 1970s. In close to 20 years of its publication, BLB had gone 

through major events such as the Cold War struggle, the colonial government rule, the 

turbulent period of anti-colonialism, anti-imperialism and anti-Malaysia movements as 

well as the formation of Malaysia. The Chinese edition of Dolphin magazine was 

published amidst such a background and it was then the only student and youth 

magazine edited and published by BLB. Its period of publication lasted roughly from 

November 1961 to September 1977, with a total of 191 issues published.  The 

magazine’s target readers included Chinese school students in upper primary classes and 

junior secondary classes. Besides, students of senior secondary classes and school-

leavers (graduates or dropouts) were also important potential readers. Dolphin magazine 

had rich contents of in-depth significance including introductions to local places as well 

as various ethnic groups and customs, folklore, historical stories, Malay and English 

language pages, mathematics page, general knowledge quiz and students’ creative 

writings, interspersed with photographs as well as illustrations and comic drawings.  
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Judging from its overall sales, the magazine was well received in the cultural and 

educational sectors as well as among the youths. It was also the major contributor to the 

sales performance of BLB. This thesis attempts to examine the creation and publication 

of Dolphin magazine in the context of Cultural Cold War, to interpret the apparent and 

hidden meanings of its publication based on its editorial styles and contents and to trace 

the special missions bestowed by the British colonial government on BLB and the 

Chinese edition of Dolphin magazine. Results of this study reveal that the main 

objective of the British colonial government’s establishment of BLB and publication of 

Dolphin magazine was to contend with the leftist literature and cultural activities that 

were very popular by then, and to fill the vacuum due to the shortage of reading 

materials in the market caused by the government’s policy for banning books. At the 

same time, the government was striving to impart to the Chinese youths the local 

consciousness of Borneo, to nurture their patriotic emotion towards Malaysia as a nation 

and to encourage them to support, identify with and be loyal to the newly formed 

Malaysian government so that they would not be influenced by the leftist communist 

political movement.

Keywords: Cold War, Cultural Cold War, Borneo Literature Bureau, Dolphin Magazine 
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Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti Putra Malaysia sebagai 

memenuhi keperluan untuk ijazah Sarjana Sastera

PENUBUHAN BORNEO LITERATURE BUREAU DAN PERANANNYA DALAM 
PENERBITAN MAJALAH DOLPHIN DALAM ERA PERANG DINGIN

Oleh

WONG KEE LIAN 

Jun 2018

Pengerusi: Chong Fah Hing, PhD
Fakulti: Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi 

Borneo Literature Bureau ditubuhkan oleh pihak kerajaan kolonial British pada 15 

September, 1958, serentak dengan kemuncak Perang Dingin di Asia Tenggara. Menurut 

laporan tahunan 1960 Biro tersebut, tujuan penubuhan Biro ini ialah: i) Memberi 

perkhidmatan kepada jabatan-jabatan kerajaan yang ingin menerbitkan buku-buku

teknikal, separuh teknikal atau buku-buku pengajaran untuk rakyat di Sabah dan 

Sarawak. ii) Menggalakkan penulis-penulis tempatan, dan dengan cara ini atau cara lain, 

menerbitkan dan menyebarkan bahan-bahan yang sesuai untuk keperluan tempatan. iii) 

Membantu membina perusahaan buku-buku tempatan, terutama sekali penjualan buku-

buku; untuk memudahkan penyebarannya, bukan sahaja bagi buku-buku yang 

diterbitkan oleh Biro ini tetapi juga buku-buku yang sesuai yang diterbitkan di negeri ini 

atau di seberang laut. Pada tahun 1970, setelah Sarawak menyertai rancangan 

pembentukan Malaysia, Biro ini menggalas satu lagi matlamat baru, iaitu membantu 

kerajaan Malaysia menggalak, memaju dan meninggikan penggunaan Bahasa Malaysia. 

Ini bermakna aktiviti pernerbitan, menggalakkan penghasilan karya sastera tempatan, 

penjualan bahan bacaan yang bersesuaian dan usaha Malayanisasi merupakan tugas 

utama Biro ini pada kemuncak hingga meredanya Era Perang Dingin, dan juga 

pembinaan bidang kebudayaan Borneo dari awal tahun 1960-an hingga akhir tahun 

1970-an. Dalam tempoh hampir 20 tahun penerbitannya, Biro ini menjangkau zaman 

Perang Dingin, penjajahan British, sentimen anti penjajahan dan anti rancangan 

pembentukan Malaysia. Manakala majalah Dolphin merupakan majalah pertama 

berbahasa Cina yang diterbitkan oleh Biro tersebut. Tempoh penerbitannya bermula dari 

November 1961 sehingga September 1977 dan sebanyak 191 bilangan telah berjaya 

diterbitkan. Tujuan penerbitannya bukan sahaja tertumpu kepada murid darjah lima, 

enam dan menengah rendah, termasuk juga murid sekolah menengah, lepasan sekolah 

menengah atau pelajar yang berhenti sekolah. Majalah Dolphin amat kaya dengan 

pelbagai jenis kandungan, seperti penulisan berkenaan latar belakang masyarakat 

tempatan, penerangan asal-usul sesuatu kaum, cerita tempatan, tokoh-tokoh sejarah, 

halaman Bahasa Malaysia, halaman Bahasa Inggeris, halaman Matematik, latihan 
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pengetahuan am, halaman karya kreatif, gambar fotografi, komik dan sebagainya. 

Memandangkan majalah Dolphin amat dialu-alukan oleh sektor kebudayaan, pendidikan 

dan murid-murid pada masa itu dan merupakan sumber bahan jualan utama Borneo 
Literature Bureau, justeru majalah ini telah menjadi bahan kajian utama tesis ini. Kajian 

ini akan memanfaatkan kerangka ilmu yang berkaitan dengan Taktik Budaya Perang 

Dingin untuk meneliti isi kandungan dan konotasi ideologi yang terkandung dalam 

majalah Dolphin, di samping merungkai makna tersurat dan tersirat kerajaan kolonial 

British menubuhkan Borneo Literature Bureau dan menerbitkan majalah Dolphin pada 

masa itu. Hasil penyelidikan ini menunjukkan bahawa tujuan utama kerajaan kolonial 

British menubuhkan Borneo Literature Bureau dan menerbitkan majalah Dolphin ialah 

untuk mengatasi aktiviti sastera dan budaya kiri yang semakin berkembang rancak serta

mengisi lompong kekurangan bahan bacaan di pasaran akibat pelaksanaan dasar

pengharaman buku. Pada masa yang sama, ia cuba memupuk kesedaran terhadap alam 

sekitar di Borneo dalam kalangan kanak-kanak kaum Cina, di samping memupuk 

semangat cintakan Malaysia tatkala Sarawak menyertai gagasan Malaysia demi tujuan 

menghalang golongan anak muda menyokong dasar-dasar politik parti berhaluan kiri.

Kata Kunci: Perang Dingin, Taktik Budaya Perang Dingin, Borneo Literature Bureau,

Majalah Dolphin 
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Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka Cawangan Negeri 

Sarawak See Hua Material Room
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Dewan Bahasa 

dan Pustaka

Borneo 

Literature Bureau, 1960, 2

Dolphin

Nendak Perintis

i To provide a service to Government Department which wish to publish information of a 

technical, semi-technical, or instructional nature for the peoples of Borneo; ii To encourage local 

authorship, and by this and other means obtain material to meet local needs and arrange for its publication 

and distribution; iii To assist in building up the local book trade, especially bookselling so as to 

facilitate the distribution not only of books published through the Literature Bureau but also other suitable 

books published locally or overseas.

To assist in encouraging,  popularizing and promoting the use of Bahasa Malaysia. 
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Domino Effect
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I am Sarawakiana 

                                                  
Today the Dolphin is not longer in publication but our memories of the magazine which helped 

us in our studies remain. And whenever we mention the name Dolphin to our friends, a lot of good feeling 

will flood back in torrents.
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