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ABSTRACT 

This chapter, the first of two; deals with the basics of crush injuries of the hand as opposed to 

crush syndrome. The definition is explained and the differences are outlined. A journey through 

the historical review of the causative mechanisms gives the reader an insight into the machines 

inflicting a spectrum of injuries and their sequelae. We see how the tools either remain the 

same or change with time, exacting similar types of injuries but in a different manner and 

timescale due to mechanisation. Thus it is vital to grasp the mechanics to get a basic 

understanding of the pathomechanics, enabling one to address the injury by reversing the 

inflictive force while maintaining respect for the machine. These are humbling injuries that 

require experience, expertise and enterprise by a dedicated and cohesive team always open to 

learning. 
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