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Instilling nationalism
and unity through

General Studie

RAYYAN RAFIDI
rayyan.rafidi@nstp.com.my

Stha oraswhowil be holding Malay-

'S reins in the luture, the nalion's

WA CitiTEs st possess 8 SIroney

nationalislic spirit and love for the
niry's diversa socialy

General Sludies or Malapelajaran Pengagan
Urmum [MPLU] i anae coursa with a B subjecs,
alfered ab tertiary instibulions m the country o
strengthen these valuas among students. it was
first miroduced in Seplember 2013 and was made
compulsary for all students in public and private
highar education inslitutions in M cousiry.

The Higher Education Department of the Min-
istry af Edwcation IMoE) stated that one ol the
objectives aof the subject was to produce holistic
graduates and inshl sense of patriotisom and nation
building in the younger generation.

According 1o 8 staterssnl Iromm the depanimedl,
gradustes need to have intellectual skills 1o become
mone respomslle cilizens. This can be achiesed
through crealing awareness of a national identity and
volunieerism which are the man objecties of MPL.

Campulsany only for Matsrsian shudants, Ethiic
Relatass or Hubungan Etnik is & subject offered
in MPU which rewolvwes arnund the dynamic social
relatiores belween Malaysiand.

[her subjects offered in MPL include Islamic
ard Asian Crilisatsans [TITAS|, Malsysisn Shud-
ins, Entreprensurship Skills and Bahasa Melays
Komunikasi.

DrWendy Ve Mes Tian, member of the Technial
Committes for Enbancing General Studies in Malay-
sian Highar Education Insiitutians ard a Unkersit
Malaya IUM| lechurer 2aid: The MPU coures oome-
prise four main categones, which are appreciating
prelosophy, values and hsstory; msstering humanity
skills; broadering knowtedge about Malaysia andg
ghobal issues; and developing commurity-rminded
skills.

“In Ettwnic Rielations, which falls under the first
cabegory, students learn about the many important
core valises and concepts with reqards o rade rela-
iors,” Samd e

THE COURSE

Social cobesion is an important concapt in Ethinic
Relations, aoodnding 10 Yee, who id &lso the LM
internzhip Training and Academic Enrichment
Ceniira |Citral direchor,

'0in sacial cobesian, we tal albout Bhe peace and
stability that Malaysa has achieved afer 52 years
ol independence. The state of stabisty thatwe enjoy
teday & dug 10 e strong social bond among Malay-
sare. This is demorstrabed through the consensus,
comgromisa, bdarance and the sccommodabng
s Mhal we share " she said.

Uriversiti Turdioy Abdul Ranmean [LTAR] Tun Tan
Chieng Lock Cenire for Social and Policy Studies
Chairperson Assatiate Prolesser Or Chin ¥es Mun
echoses the imporiance of aocisl cohesion,

In this subject, studeris ars taught skt thi
soial reality of Malaysia's malti-sthnic environ-

In Ethni
Relations,
which falls
under the

Jirst category,
students learn
about the many
impaortant core
values and
concepts with
regards to race
relations.

DR WENDY ¥EE MEI TIEW
Mermbar of the Technical
Camraties lor Enhancing
General Studies in
Malay=ian Higher Educabon
Inslitutions and a Universit
Malaya [LIM] leciurer

mant. Malaysians need to live cohesively, Thare
ware Brmed in e past when we were in oonflict, bul
wi havm impircwnd and beannt B0 appreciate social
cobesign,” 2aid Chin.

The subject provides students with a batter
understanding of ethnic nelations from both the his-
toricad and contamparary perspectaes, acoording
1o Uinboersiti Pubra Malaysia [U W) Ecology Faculty
serior lpcturer Dr Mohd Mahades lmail

The coirss looks wlo hie all sipects of be —
palitics, law, econamics, religion and education =
pleryanimportant robe in establishing & harmoems.
ethnic relatianship.

“For exarmple, students are exposed to the
cnoperatian between race-hased paolitical parties
in Malaysia, Through such coltaaratian, we main-
lained e country's slability and schieved immerse
progress, So, students will understand the impor-
lance of ethnic relistions through political coopera-
tinn,” said Mohd Mahades

“Theyweill lzarn how the nation transformed into
a soniaty of interdepandence. This brngs abt 3
shared sense of belonging,” he added.

Universiti Kebangsaarr Malaysia IUKM] Pusat
Citra Uniersiti deputy director Associate Profess
sor D Mashitah Yaacah said: “Ethaic Relaticrs
is inchuded in the Citra Compulsory Courses cat
egory im UKM. The oourse expases students Lo he
nation s heritage and history. Therrwitl ba eguipped
wilh poble values b irleract with others in & mul-
tiethnic society.

“Thie subjedt leaches studers that diversity is
a strangth for the nation, not a Uakdity, Students
will learn sbout unity in diversily,” said Mashitah,
wihi & also 3 membsr of the Technical Commities
fer Enhancing Gerersl Studies [MPU] in Malaysian
Higher Education Instibutions.

“Shudents will be pware of cullural exchanges
and the:commian values that Malaysians shane. For
ingtance, everpane sats nas lemak and vears bap
lurung. In atypical Malaysian conversation, you will
588 peaple spesking in ak baas! te or thres dfemng
Larguages in & snghe senbence,” aid Yee

COMCEPTS
Im Exhnic Felations, siudents delve inte 1he con-
cepts of shereotypes, prejudice, racism and des
CTiraration.

“Shudenits can first redlect upon themselves
0 see whelher (héy harbour any slereolypical
views or prejudice towards othar athnic groups,
wilboul realiing il. Once they starl o recognise
thair negative tendences. they can become betier
Malaysians, ™ said Yee.

“Through setf-reflaction, studentssill not tear
ardeny differences. Instead, they develop a deeper
understanding of people from ditferent cultures.”

fee also said studerits attaininber-ethnic matu-
rity and sacial relabions literacy. adding: Acquiring
these tooks will enable them to seve through the
nagat e narratives and Influences in thair lives.
These include biased news, sooal media reparts
and polibical rhetonic. This is mpertant io buld the
Toundation i @ slable and harmonious socety”

Mohd Mahades added: "It is important far all
Malaysians regardless of race (i uwderstand the
difierences which exist in our sodety and to develop
miitial haleranos

"W share many similar walues which makes

Universit Tunku Abdul Rafiman Creative Prdicstries Faculny Dean Dy David Treh Cheng
Eng {Teft) with the students who won the king and queen title for Patriotizm Day.

the best foundation in building a united ratian.
Through this course, students can farm a
deeper understanding about ather cultures.”
The subject also exposes shudents 1o the
sapred and lorbidden tabocs of an &lFnic
growp. “Students will learm wivy an ethnic
group practsas @ oertain tahon or tradition, It
enables siusdenis o pul themsebhses in other
people’s shoes and develop empathy.” sakd Yee
Understanding the taboos held by different
ethnic groups can encoursge mubual respect
tor aach othes, This can fesher unity among
shudents,” said Mohd Mahades.
Highlighting the importance of ampaiiy
¥ee added: “Students need to know how simi
ar we are 10 each ather, The pain
of having a fever or of a mother
dalivering a baby is the same
acrpas ethaic groups. The bloed
that runs in us is the sme. We
shoiid nol b= korn apart by super-
ficiality when deep down there ane
more Lommionalities within us”

COURSE ASSESSHMENTS
Coursework = carried oul in
groups which require studants
tram different races to work
\ngether.

Mok Mahades said: “Shadents are sirong-
by erscouraged bo form & bearm thal can reflect
Malaysa's identiby. Through a vaniety of asks
ani assigremens, shudents of warious etfinic
groups get to know and understand each
athar

e wamd: "I Uniwersiti Malays, we make
# compulsary ta have group members. from
ditprent ethnic grougs, When students wiork
together, they will develop empathy and com
passion that goes beyond Their rem race.”

Chin zaid- “This subject encourages stu-
dents 1o xplore Malaysa's sooety through
aszighmenis. Normally, studends have 1o
conduct @ simple desorpiive study on vanous
imsues concerming Malsysia's diverse society

“This assignmment will encourage studants
1o corme out of their ethnic coctoen 1o talk bo

< gl 5
Muarhitoh Yaacob

people from varicus sthnic backgrounds.
Hopetully, ihis wall trigger mone interactions
and deeper understanding of people from
aither culbunes.”

Wihile this subject s compulsory, the grad-
ing system & different in sach uniorsiy.

Yee sail: “In UM, students taking Ethnic
Relations are required to sit for final exami-
nations which conbribanas 30 per cend o their
grade’

I LIKM shadents of the subect ane graded
ard e grades are included in the students’
CGEPA” said Mashiinh

“Hormally, UPM studenis score good
results in this subject. IF they fail, they have
Lo retake the subjects” =aid Mohd
Makades

AlLLITAR alydenls st pass
this subject but it does not con
bnkaite 1o thear CEPA,” said Chan

SIGHIFICANCE
Urinersili Telanalogi MARA LETM]
vice-chancellor Prodassar O
Mahd fzras Kassim said that
the Ethnic Relations subject puts
BMPNGSIS on devekaping nespon-
sible cilirers with positie inter-
athnic interactions

LETM priordizas e deseloprree of patri-
oftic spiril among studenis bo fuliil the govern-
mant'’s desire 1o build a multi-athanic society
wiilh Lowe and respect lor religion. race and
the nation.

“Tha coisrses including Ethinic Ralatans
are very relevant in achieving the Education
Biristry's goal in the application of maral val-
wiss, national idenlity, Cullural understanding,
self-awareness and inferpersonal skilts

Graduates are gloo enpsciod b develsn
moral values, a sense of responsibility and 3
patnalic spirit,” saud Azras

Yee said that the course is relevant as drser
sity is Malaysa grealest asset

“The oourse may not dinectly land youa job
o puit hzod anthi table Bt i bualds the fourds-
tion fior a stable society. If a sodety is urstabile

or i conflsct, it no kngar matters @ you Scone
4.0 or graduabe with a lop degree. You won't
baabl o secure a job.”

Wiating that attitudes do nol change ower-
night, Yee added: Tha subject canat laast cre-
ate gwareress and gre sludents an apportu-
nity o learn about each other, Without knowing
each other, sludemts can become gnorant of
other culbures which may lead o suspicion
and distrust, Thes will eventually lead to kear
and hatfed

“Dispedling the igrorance is & maasune
ol effectmeness, We inay nol be able 1o Ses
immediabe result but a transformation will
happen.”

Mashitoh said: "& conclusive study needs
to be corducied o find out whethser thare 5.2
direct correlation betwesn MPL courses and
students becoming better citizers.

"Hoswewer, in ey view, e courses play &
wital role. Based on studies conduciad by Pusat
Catra Unkarsit, UKM, we have recened posi-
tive fzedback from students who underwent
industrisl raireng as well 85 our graduates.
MPU courses, in one wary or anothar, hevsoon-
tritesheead 1o s e roreg bt her Malysians.”

Meeording 1o Chin, while MPL subjects
saich &z Ethiee Relabans can educste shudenis,
external factors also play a role

"Developirg positive relationshigs with olh-
erethnic groups isalifeslong learming process
Weare brying 1o inshil s saads bul ther b
mulbple factors such as politics, tamily back
ground and pesr influenos 1Mt ooere ista play.

"I vy wiew, the course is significant for
niabao il 1 s an @restimenl o develon
a more mature-minded human capial and to
miaintain the harmomy i Malasa, ™ said Yee

Mohd Mahades said: “This subject consti-
tutes a3 unitying Reabune of our multsthn i so0-
ely. 'We need 1o continue 1eaching & to ensune
that students appreciabe the true identity of
Malaysia and become palriobic cilirens of our
belrwed oountry

“Whthout unity, it is passible for the coun-
1ry's wedlbeing to be disrupted. We need o
unite bo reduce sthnic gaps and socwetal con-
llicts ehal could endanger national security.”

Hawing racantly revisad tha curmioulum in
2017, the MoE = in the midst of revamping the
MPU syllabus agan

The rrw Syllabus will incorporale more’
clemenis on patriotsm and sthics. B will also
e lude current ississ related bo the emoromic,
political, social, cultural ard erwironmandal
Landscaps hased on philosophical and sthical
thegries,” sad & represeniative from the MoE's
Higher Education Departmant

Mashiboh, whi has beenmwolved in design-
g and reviewirg MPL courses 21 the national
kevel said: "Changes ta the comient and oo
ol MPU courses areinevitable to move forwarnd
i mgatarg the curment needs of the sockety,

“in LKk, changes (o the courses ane made
s a result of rigorous. shudies and reviess. of
tha structune and ourricilum, lesdhach Mo
bath internal and external stakeholders as
well 2= benchmarking exercises with local
and intermational higher learming mshibalions.”

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE
The subgsct enabled LITM studem Wellare
June Jeffrey Lungin, 20, from Penampang.
Sabah, to be mane educated akout Malaysia,

It i very imporiant for young Malaysans
to lparm and appreciate the difterent cullural
walues becsrse sur generation will be shaping
tha cominbry’s hubure

“This subgect can help students become
better Malaysians aswewill 51l alorgside oth-
s who are of different religions and races. We
work with them, achange ideas and learn by
Sivefl allerd opfionE.

“Uinity is the foundakicon of a patriotic spirt

OBJECTIVES OF
GEMERAL STUDIES:

1, T produice value infused ard walue
driven graduates in e with the goats of
tha Nabionad Higher Educalion Strategic
Flam

1.Ta produce holistic gradustes, insbll the
values of patrictism and nation building

1.To enhance shudents’ soft skills for
graduates emplmability

4. T strengihen the kroaledge abaut
Malayma

Source: The Higher Education
Department of the Education Ministry

‘Wiheen wee're united, we will strive together for
The peace and harmony of our counlry,” sad
‘Wellarme, who = a Kadazan,

Thea Ethini Falaters subject i a platlarin
in learn in depth about various ethnic groups
according To LM Appliad Chermisiry student
il Iuhaic Mohd Amuar.

“lsarnt about the baauty of (he dirsy of
cuttures. | can find the ursersal values in oach
citture to apply o ey oswn Ble, Once we get
1o know each other, a mutual urderstanding
will devwplop, Thes v we may Bvoid ary inler-
ethric challenges in the future.”

UTAR Col Enginaering shadent Wang 'Wei
Dang, 21, ssid: “In ey apinian, thes subject is
important. We can ke mone about Malsysian
hisbary and hiw cur ancesiors buill a couniry
that we can live in peacetully.

UPM Bipmedical Sciences student Yaso-
thaa Veluarmy =aid that the course atlows har
io understard the Bsues of ethnic prejudice
anil decrimination.

“This subject improves. pur genaral knged -
edge in berird ol varioes sthnic relations in
Malaysia Moreimportantly, Ehe s nger gan-
efalin Pisids bo respect sach other's religion
and culture. By learning this. students becomae
better and maore uniled cltizens.”

Giwing heer suggeston, Yasothaa said: "Lin-
versihes could empliry rore eflet taes learming
methods as somie students may fael forced tos
sCorg in the subject.”

Wang said: Aaide from this subject, | think.
the governmant can ralse mare Fwareness
skl he imporiance of patriolism on sooal
media.”

Reserve (fficers Training Uit (Palapesh marching at the
LIPM Glst Independence Day Celebration.



