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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of University Putra Malaysia in
fulfilment of the requirement of the Degree of Master of Arts

A STUDY OF JIN ZHIMANG'’S LIFE AND HIS WORKS

By
YIP CHING YON
SEPTEMBER 2014

Chairman : Chong Fah Hing, PhD
Faculty : Modern Languages and Communication

Jin Zhimang (1912-1988), aka Chen Shuying (¥4 # 9%), was born during the crossroads
of two eras. Deeply influenced by revolutionary thoughts, he used to stand up bravely
against unfairness. Like many other Chinese intellectuals, he taught in school and at the
same time wrote frequently after his arrival at the Nanyang in 1936. Honoured as one
of the ground-breaking founder for the localized Malaysian Chinese literature, he was
also known as a great writer in the leftist Chinese Malayan literary circle. Besides
novels, Jin’s works also include literary commentaries. He was also the editor for
newspaper which was very significant for that particular era such as Ipoh Daily,
Minsheng Bao and the tabloid Combantant Friends. Jin’s literary works are based on
the local setting. His writings entitled ‘About the Chinese Malayan Creative Writing’ as
well as ‘The Creative Writing of the Immigrants’ are among the most important works
in the history of the Chinese Malay(si)an literature. After WWII, the British colonial
government declared a state of emergency in Malaya and started its suppression against
the Malayan Communist Party. Jin decided to join the underground anti-British
rebellion force then.

During that period of time, Jin completed some of his anti-British warfare short stories,
novels and other literary works. Due to the sensitive atmosphere in the post-war era,
most of the critics tried not to give positive reviews to Jin’s works. For example, Mr.
Fang Xiu, one of the leading scholars of Chinese Malayan literature, only commented
on Jin’s works at the early times saying that ‘Jin has created a series of literary works
reflecting the most active patriotic movements pertaining to the early periods of
wartime.” Meanwhile, other scholars revealed that Jin’s works, to some extent,
described the struggle of the Malayan Chinese during the difficult times, through
various metaphors to emphasize their noble cause for the preservation of their ethnic
culture and education.

Despite often being labeled as a ‘south-bound author’, his passion as well as the
contributions and sacrifices he made towards Nanyang, the land which he decided to
settle down, are unarguably more significant than that of other local-born authors and
citizens. The exclusive ideologies he incorporated into some of the thought-provoking



articles he published during the Japanese occupation and post-war era have been
influential to the development of the Malayan Chinese literature.

This article will elaborate on Jin’s philosophy with regard to his literary principles in
order to give a proper and appropriate insight into the literary works of Jin.

Keywords:Jin Zhimang, Malaysian Chinese leftist literature, south-bound authors, the
uniqueness of the Malaysian Chinese literature.



Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada senat Universiti Putra Malaysia sebagai meme
nuhi keperluan untuk ijazah Master Sastera

RIWAYAT HIDUP DAN SOROTAN KARYA JIN ZHIMANG

Oleh
YIP CHING YON
SEPTEMBER 2014

Pengerusi : Chong Fah Hing, PhD
Fakulti. : Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Zin Zhimang(1912-1988), aka Chen Shuying (% & %), dilahirkan pada waktu
persimpangan dua era. Beliau menentang ketidakadilan sosial tanpa ragu-ragu atas
pengaruh fikiran revolusi. Seperti ramai cendekiawan Cina yang lain, beliau mengajar
di sekolah sambil menulis dengan tekun setelah tiba di Nanyang pada tahun 1936.
Sebagai salah seorang penulis veteran kesusasteraan Cina Malaysia tempatan yang
disanjung tinggi, sekaligus sebagai penulis Cina Malaysia berhaluan kiri. Selain
daripada novel, karya Jin juga termasuk komentari sastera. Beliau juga pernah menjadi
penyunting akhbar yang penting pada eranya, contohnya Ipoh Daily, Minsheng Bao dan
tabloid Combantant’s Friends. Latar belakang karyanya berkait rapat dengan gaya
hidup penduduk tempatan. Hasil penulisan beliau yang berjudul ‘Tentang Penulisan
Kreatif Kaum Cina Malaya’ serta ‘Tentang Penulisan Kreatif Pendatang’ adalah antara
karya beliau yang terpenting dalam sejarah kesusasteraan Cina Malaysia. Selepas
Perang Dunia Il, pihak penjajah British mengisytiharkan darurat di Tanah Melayu dan
tindakan penindasan terhadap Parti Komunis Malaya telah bermula. Jin membuat
keputusan untuk menyertai kumpulan pemberontak anti-British bawah tanah pada
masa itu.

Dalam tempoh tersebut, Jin telah selesai menulis beberapa cerpen, novel serta karya-
karya lain tentang perang anti-British. Oleh sebab suasana sensitif pascaperang,
kebanyakan pengkritik tidak memberi ulasan yang positif terhadap karya-karya Jin.
Contohnya, En.Fang Xiu salah seorang karyawan kesusasteraan Cina Malaysia yang
terkemuka, cuma memberi komen kepada karya-karya Jin yang awal sahaja bahawa
‘Jin telah menghasilkan karya-karya sastera yang membayangkan kebanyakan
pergerakan patriotik yang aktif pada peringkat awal sebelum perang’. Sementara itu,
para cendekiawan yang lain mengulas bahawa karya-karya Jin juga menggambarkan
kesengsaraan masyarakat Cina Malayisa pada waktu huru-hara tersebut. Beliau berjaya
menerapkan pelbagai metafora dalam karya beliau.

Meskipun dilabel sebagai ‘penulis imigran’, kesungguhan dan sumbangan serta
pengorbanan beliau terhadap tanah air yang beliau pilih untuk bermastautin memang



lebih nyata daripada karyawan atau warganegara tempatan yang lain. Ideologi eksklusif
yang dipegangnya telah dirangkumi dalam karya beliau yang merangsang minda ketika
zaman penjajahan Jepun serta era pascaperang. Karya-karya beliau amat berpengaruh
kepada perkembangan kesusasteraan Cina Malaysia.

Tesis ini memberi penghuraian tentang falsafah penulisan Jin dengan merujuk kepada
prinsip kesusasteraan beliau .

Kata Kunci:Jin Zhimang, Kesusasteraan berhaluan kiri Cina Malaysia,Penulis berhijrah ke
rantau selatan, keunikan kesusasteraan Mahua.
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