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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia
in fulfilment of the requirement for the degree Master of Arts

MODERNITY OF MALAYSIAN SARAWAK LITERATURE IN CHINESE
FROM THE POST-COLONIAL PERSPECTIVE

By
TIONG NGA HOUNG

October 2014

Chairman  : Chong Fah Hing, PhD

Faculty : Modern Languages and Communication

Academic studies of Malaysian Sarawak literature in Chinese (Sarawak literature in
Chinese) are still limited. In Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan, perceptions of scholars
regarding Sarawak literature in Chinese are mostly focused on the diasporic modernism
aesthetics as expressed in the works of Zhang Guixing and Li Yongping. As for
academicians in China, their discourses on local Sarawakian poets and writers such as
Wu An and Liang Fang are more inclined towards the perspective of traditional realism.
As such, literary scholars have often paid little attention to the role of Sarawak literature
in Chinese in the development process of colonialism. From the internal perspective, due
to the inadequate system of literary criticism, our understanding of Sarawak literature in
Chinese is limited to the scanty information available through the anti-colonialism —
realism discourses of Tian Nong and Huang Fei. From the external viewpoint, the
understanding tends to resemble the Orientalist perceptions of the Western academicians
in the fields of historical and anthropological studies, and in more specific terms, such
an understanding is but the curiosity of exploring the novelty world of Borneo (referring
generally to East Malaysia). As a literary stream of a former colony, Sarawak literature
in Chinese undoubtedly has the beginning of its modernity brought about by the
historical circumstances of colonialism, and subsequently its modernistic logic was
consolidated in the megatrend of anti-colonialism. Therefore, this thesis aims at
exploring whether Sarawak literature in Chinese had undergone a period of modernity
during the colonial rule that lasted for 122 years. It also seeks to discuss the influence of
colonialism on Sarawak literature in Chinese in terms of the formation of its modernistic
contents, and thereafter to further interpret Sarawak literature in Chinese from two
dimensions: the intrinsic contents of thoughts and the aesthetic aspects. Furthermore, by



adopting the post-colonial perspective, the thesis also attempts to explore the specific
connotations of modernity in Sarawak literature in Chinese and its conditions in the
post-colonial period. This thesis adopts text analysis as the main method to study works
of fiction and poetry in Sarawak literature in Chinese by local writers including Liang
Fang, Wu An, Rong Rong, Hei Yan, Ju Yaoru, Zhang Yiping, Li Sheng, Zhang Guixing,
Li Yongping, Huang Zerong and Ye Shui. It is an attempt to explore the connotations of
modernity in Sarawak literature in Chinese. Results of the study show that in terms of
the intrinsic contents of thoughts, works of realism in Sarawak literature in Chinese can
be summarized into six modernistic attributes: critique of colonial culture and coloniality;
revelation of contradictions between old and new thoughts; critique of individualism;
progress and critique of modernisation; praises for the spirit of humanitarianism; and the
spirits of optimism, proactive progress as well as radicalism.For works of modernism,
the modernistic thoughts as reflected can be examined from two aspects: firstly the
introspection of capitalism and bourgeoisie class during the colonial rule period, and
secondly the exploration into the ‘modernistic’ consciousness of the modern people
under the impact of modernisation. From the aesthetic dimension, works of both realism
and modernism do show creativity and a certain extent of reflection in terms of form,
technique and language; however, works of modernism / postmodernism have
demonstrated more diverse techniques and have even ventured into new themes of
creative works including cross-ethnic writing, modernistic writing of ‘sex’ and concern
for environmental problems. The issues of modernity, coloniality and post-colonial
phenomena as discussed in this thesis are concerned with thoughts as well as aesthetics.

Keywords: Malaysian Sarawak Literature in Chinese, Post-Colonialism, Modernity,
Realism, Modernism / Postmodernism
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TIONG NGA HOUNG

Oktober 2014

Pengerusi : Chong Fah Hing, PhD

Fakulti : Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Kajian kesusasteraan ke atas Sastera Malaysia Aliran Cina di Sarawak masih dianggap
terhad. Di Malaysia, Singapura and Taiwan, pengetahuan sarjana mengenai Sastera Cina
di Sarawak lazimnya terbatas kepada kajian yang dijalankan ke atas karya Zhang
Guixing dan Li Yongping, dan hanya menitikberatkan aspek estetika diasporik
modenisme. Manakala kajian yang dilakukan oleh sarjana dari China lebih cenderung
membincangkan penulis-penulis tempatan di Sarawak seperti Wu An dan Liang Fang
dari sudut pandangan realisme tradisional sahaja. Justeru, peranan Sastera Cina di
Sarawak dalam sejarah perkembangan kolonialisme sering diabaikan oleh bidang sastera.
Menurut kajian dalaman, kekurangan kritikan sastera menyebabkan pemahaman
mengenai Sastera Cina di Sarawak hanya dapat diperoleh melalui hasil kajian Tian Nong
dan Huang Fei, terutamanya dari kaca mata anti-kolonialisme dan realisme. Dari segi
luaran pula terbentuknya persepsi Orientalisme yang bertolak dari sudut antropologi
budaya dan pensejarahan Barat, lantaran tidak terlepas dari keinginan ekzotik dalam
mengenali Kepulauan Borneo (atau Malaysia Timur secara umumnya). Sebagai salah
suatu arus kesusasteraan zaman pra-kolonial, ciri-ciri modeniti dalam Sastera Cina di
Sarawak terlahir dalam konteks sejarah penjajahan, dan kemudian ia diperkukuhkan
lagi dengan kahadiran gelombang anti-kolonialisme. Disertasi ini bertujuan untuk
mengkaji tahap pemodenan Sastera Cina di Sarawak sepanjang tempoh penjajahan
kolonial selama 122 tahun serta meninjau kesan penjajahan ini terhadap evolusi Sastera
Cina di Sarawak. Di samping itu, disertasi ini juga membuat penelitian terhadap Sastera
Cina di Sarawak daripada aspek isi pemikiran dan estetika. Tambahan pula, daripada
perspektif pascakolonialisme, disertasi ini juga membincangkan pengertian khusus
mengenai modeniti dalam Sastera Cina di Sarawak serta perkembangannya sepanjang
tempoh pascakolonialisme. Kaedah analisis teks diterapkan sebagai pendekatan utama,



dengan menjadikan novel dan puisi sebagai subjek kajian untuk mengesan unsur-unsur
modeniti dalam aliran sastera tersebut. Antara karya penulis yang diteliti termasuk Liang
Fang, Wu An, Rong Rong, Hei Yan, Ju Yaoru, Zhang Yiping, Li Sheng, Zhang Guixing,
Li Yongping, Huang Zerong dan Ye Shui. Hasil kajian menunjukkan bahawa dari segi
isi pemikiran, unsur modeniti yang terkandung di dalam hasil karya realisme aliran Cina
di Sarawak boleh dibahagikan kepada 6 kategori, iaitu kritikan terhadap budaya
kolonialisme dan ciri kolonisasi, paparan konflik antara pemikiran baharu dengan
pemikiran kolot, kritikan terhadap sikap mementingkan diri sendiri, perkembangan
modenisasi dan kritikan terhadapnya, sanjungan terhadap semangat kemanusiaan dan
sikap optimistik, proaktif dan radikal. Fahaman moden yang terpapar dalam hasil karya
modenisme pula dapat diteliti dari dua aspek. Aspek pertama melibatkan bermuhasabah
terhadap kapitalisme dan kelas borjuis sepanjang tempoh penjajahan, manakala aspek
kedua mengkaji kesedaran mengenai “pemodenan” dalam kalangan masyarakat moden
yang sentiasa dipacu arus modenisasi. Dari segi estetika pula, walaupun hasil karya
realisme dan modenisme telah menunjukkan pembaharuan dan tahap penelaahan yang
tertentu dari segi bentuk, teknik penyampaian dan penggunaan bahasa, karya
Modenisme / Pascamodenisme memperlihatkan kepelbagaian teknik persembahan serta
tema penulisan yang baharu, termasuk penulisan yang mencakupi bangsa-bangsa lain,
seks dan kesedaran pemeliharaan alam atau mesra alam. Ciri modeniti, kolonialisasi dan
fenomena pascakolonialisme yang dibincangkan dalam kajian ini merangkumi aspek
pemikiran dan juga estetika.

Kata Kunci: Sastera Malaysia Aliran Cina Sarawak, Pascakolonialisme, Modeniti,
Realisme, Modenisme / Pascamodenisme
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