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Zhang Ailing is an important writer in modern Chinese literature. She became
famous in Shanghai during the forties because she wrote about women. She wrote
about the different situations that could befall a woman due to the pressure of society
and time period. Besides that, she also exposed the innermost feelings of a woman.
Li Bihua is a female writer from Hong Kong. During the eighties, she started to get
attention. Many of her works were adapted in films. Li Bihua liked to write about
eccentric women. In her stories, most of the female characters had extraordinary
grace.

Despite the fact that both women came from different eras, their works had many
similarities. They both lived in heritage modern cities. Their novels show several
similar themes and characters. Li Bihua even wrote in a manner that was similar to
Zhang Ailing's unique style.

This thesis compares several of their works, mainly Zhang Ailing's "Farewell, My
Concubine”, "Red Rose, White Rose", "Lust, Caution”, and Li Bihua's "Farewell My
Concubine”, "Green Snake" and "Flirtatious women", to highlight the similarities
and differences between the two authors. Their works reflect the similarities and
differences of a woman's opinions on self-identity, love, and marriage as well as a
woman's standing in the patriarchy from different eras.
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Zhang Ailing merupakan seorang penulis yang amat penting dalam sejarah
kesusasteraan Cina Moden. Nama beliau mula tersebar secara meluas di Shanghai
pada tahun 1940-an. Karya beliau tertumpu pada golongan wanita dan
menggambarkan secara mendalam tentang tekanan yang dihadapi oleh mereka akibat
desakan sosial pada ketika itu serta menyuarakan isi hati golongan tersebut yang
terabai ditelan zaman. Li Bihua pula berasal dari Hong Kong dan mula dikenali
ramai sejak tahun 1980-an. Novel beliau pernah dijadikan sebagai filem. Penulis
wanita ini amat mementingkan hak wanita dan novel beliau sering menampakkan
gaya wanita yang luar biasa.

Walaupun dilahirkan pada zaman yang berbeza, namun pengalaman hidup di bandar
yang terpengaruh kuat dengan penjajahan telah meninggalkan kesan kepadaa kedua-
dua orang tokoh ini. Misalnya terdapat persamaan dari segi tema dan ciri-ciri
perwatakan wanita dalam karya mereka. Malah, Li Bihua turut mewarisi
keistimewaan gaya penulisan Zhang Ailing. Kajian ini menumpukan perbandingan
antara ciri-ciri perwatakan wanita dalam novel Zhang Ailing dan Li Bihua dengan
berpandukan beberapa buah karya mereka yang terpilih, iaitu “Selamat Tinggal,
Gundikku” (Ba Wang Bie Ji), “Mawar Merah dan Mawar Putih” (Hong Mei Gui Yu
Bai Mei Gui), “Nafsu dan Amaran” (Se Jie), “Ular Hijau™ (Qing She) dan “Wanita
Perwira Manchuria: Yoshiko Kawashima” (Man Zhou Guo Yao Yan: Chuan Dao
Fang Zi). Dengan jurang sebanyak beberapa dekad, novel-novel mereka telah
memperlihatkan persamaan dan juga perbezaan antara golongan wanita pada dua
zaman tersebut dari segi konsep dan pemahaman terhadap diri sendiri, percintaan dan
perkahwinan selain perubahan dari segi hubungan antara hak golongan wanita
dengan sistem kuasa patriaki.
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