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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia in fulfilment of
the requirement for the degree of Master of Arts

PRE-INDEPENDENCE CHINESE DRAMA IN KUALA LUMPUR
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO YAN KENG BENEVOLENT
DRAMATIC ASSOCIATION

By

CHONG SHEA TIENG

May 2017

Chair: Ser Wue Hiong, Phd
Faculty: Faculty of Modern Languages and Communication

In the beginning of 20™ century, due to the huge population of Chinese in Kuala Lumpur,
it has then became the significant place for Chinese cultural activities, especially
Cantonese opera. Since the New Culture Movement influence has spread to Malaya, it
has inspired the local intellectuals. Besides that, the vernacular drama has quietly
sprouted and quickly developed. Yang Keng Benevolent Dramatic Association was the
cultural association among the commoners. It has witnessed and participated in the
development of the Chinese drama in Kuala Lumpur during that surging era. On top of
the responsibility of Yan Keng Benevolent Dramatic Association to promote both
traditional drama and vernacular drama, it also played its role as a charitable organisation
in the society. It was not only the cream of the drama sphere but also a rare organisation
that was willing to work with other organisation. This research has done an in-depth
discussion about the Chinese drama activities that took place before the independence of
Kuala Lumpur. It used Yan Keng Benevolent Dramatic Association as the focus of the
research to analyse its vernacular drama’s repertoires, themes, screenings, objectives,
theatres, scripts, writers and their charity events. There are three objectives of this
research: Firstly, it fills in the gap of Kuala Lumpur drama history and enriches the
research of Malaya drama; secondly, it was the first research that sorts and reconstructs
the history of Yan Keng Benevolent Dramatic Association and pieces the image of
common people’s activities in early days of Kuala Lumpur; thirdly, it does not only
reflects the entertainment charity organisation’s value and purpose among the Malaya-
Singapore Chinese society history, but also offers a new possibility of research
perspective.

Keywords: Yan Keng Benevolent Dramatic Association, Associations, Cantonese Opera,
Vernacular Drama, Charity, Folk Literature.



Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti Putra Malaysia
sebagai memenuhi keperluan untuk ljazah Master Sastera

DRAMA CINA DI KUALA LUMPUR SEBELUM KEMERDEKAAN
DENGAN RUJUKAN KHUSUS KEPADA
PERSATUAN DRAMA KEBAJIKAN YAN KENG

Oleh

CHONG SHEA TIENG

Mei 2017

Pengerusi: Ser Wue Hiong, Phd
Fakulti: Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Pada awal abad ke-20, sejumlah besar orang Cina mendiami di Kuala Lumpur dan
kebudayaan Cina telah menjadi aspek yang sangat penting di tempat tersebut,
terutamanya opera Kantonis yang paling dinamik. Gerakan Budaya Baru di China telah
mendorong golongan intelek tempatan mempergiat aktiviti kesusasteraan. Dengan
demikian, drama vernakular dapat berkembang maju. Pada zaman yang bergelora ini,
Persatuan Drama Kebajikan Yan Keng sebagai persatuan budaya masyarakat telah
muncul dengan mempersembahkan dan melibatkan diri dalam perkembangan drama
Cina di Kuala Lumpur. Dengan menjalinkan hubungan rapat antara drama tradisional
dan drama vernakular, Persatuan Drama Kebajikan Yan Keng memainkan peranan yang
penting dalam kedua-dua drama tersebut. Pada masa yang sama dapat memaparkan
peranan sosial dalam aktiviti kebajikan awam. la bukan sahaja persatuan drama yang
terulung pada masa itu, malahan juga menggalakkan kerjasama dalam kalangan rakyat
masyarakat. Oleh sebab itu, kajian ini adalah untuk meneroka secara mendalam tentang
aktiviti drama Cina sebelum kemerdekaan dan menjadikan Yan Keng sebagai kes kajian
dengan menganalisis koleksi karya, tema, adegan, tujuan, teater, teks teater dan penulis,
serta aktiviti kebajikan awam secara terperinci. Kepentingan kajian ini dapat dibahagikan
kepada tiga. Pertama, mengisi kekosongan sejarah perkembangan drama di Kuala
Lumpur dengan mempelbagaikan kajian tentang drama di Malaya. Kedua,
mengemaskini sejarah Yan Keng dan membentukkan semula gambaran aktiviti
masyarakat Cina di Kuala Lumpur pada zaman awal. Ketiga pula adalah mengemukakan
pandangan secara saintifik tentang cerminan nilai dan makna yang terdapat dalam
persatuan hiburan amal terhadap masyarakat Cina di Malaya.

Kata kunci: Persatuan Drama Kebajikan Yan Keng, Persatuan dan Organisasi, Opera
Kantonis, Drama Vernakular, Kebajikan Awam, Kesusasteraan Rakyat.
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