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Language
competency, i
culturally adept [l

ROZANA SANI
iSOy

Teachers Konnichima. Mirma genki? (Good afternoon.
How are pour aldH

Shadeats Lumnn,, mmsmm., |

Fescher: Eohii. ? Dowshite? [Ebh. 7 WhyH Ao,
Sokka! Minma poku beriyou shiterune. [4a... ) seef
Everyone is studying wery hard |

Sewdeats Tosilo 0o Wowa desukara.. (s because
the best i scary_J

Teacher: E=hh.. ? Kowai? Dajouvbuya... JERR.. 77
Scary?7IFwail be fine.. L. Chatte boniyon shi-
magheune, 108 ther.. Let's sludy & b Sovekara
deasulo o shimasw, (Then we do the fest!
Starcents Hav.... [DK...J

E conversation abive sy Seem
ical between a beacher and a stu-
dent in & dassroomin Jfapan. in fact,
itis a real-lfe scane in 3 Japanasa
proficercy cass ot one ol the higher
eddutatinm instilulions im Malaysia.

Mary universities have offered mternational
language courses such as Japansse githar a5 a
graduation requrement or credited electives lor
ST DI Peiray,

The Malaysia Educalion Blueprint 2015-2025
Higher Education] encourages students in
highs:r aducatian to Learn one global language
apart Iram being proficient in Bahasa Malaysis
and English.

Hawing the skill to communicate ina third
language or an internanional language makes
graduabes more in demand in the global mar-
elplace, opening doors to building rapport inthe
mternatcnal business warld as well as anabling
habearning of new knowledge thal vill g them
i thesr careers and life in general

PROGRAMMES
A% Unieersiti Teknalogi Mara [UITML learning a
Ihird language is a requremend of bachelor's
degree programme students. The university
sanata has sat the third language 5 a gereral
codarsd shudents enrolin lor three semesterns with
=i oredil hours.

WNTH Academy of Language Studies dean

Associate Frofessor Or Ahmad Mazll Muham-

mad said LiTM s meszion is Lo enhanos the
knowledge and Expertme of its graduates in all
fields. Proficiency in a third language adds valus
1o employability,

"Employers seek this valusble asselin poten-
lial employees, as they ane able to connect with
stakeholders and prospective customers. In this
agn of maltnational anirepreneurship, compa-
nies arean search ol new markets. iberefore hir-
ing multilingual employees is a great step in the
direction,” he added.

Universiti Malaya (UM] offers internatianal
languages both a5 degres programmes and
elective language courses. Students. pursaing
larguage programmies undergo six semesters

‘ It this
age of
mualtinetional
entreprencurship,
CONTDOIES are
in search of
newe markets,
therefore hiring
multilinguol
employees is o
great step in the
direction.
AHMAD MAZLI
HUHAMMAD

Digan of LITM Acadary
of Larguage Studies

Mok Sohandri
Giani Hamgok

of language courses. Languages
COUNESE 35 alectias Take ang 1 Bed
asmeghers,

Associate Professor Or Jariah
Mohd Jan, dean at LUM's Faoulty of
Languages and Linguislics, said:
“The #xil Language nequirerment for
students in international languags
degrae programimas is @ minimum of
B2 at the Common European Frame-
wiark ol Reference lor Languages
level. Upon graduation, students
are expecied to interact with a cartan degrae of

LPM stwdents atternd o demostration on bow fo wear o kimaro, PIC BY SAFULLIZAN TAMAD

mrich Mohd Jon

sludenis (o pursue one level of 5

intergst in the language,” he added,

global language proficiency course.
Howewar, there are programmes
whisch reguire students 1o lake up to
L] Twwn ol the language. Students
whio pursue Level Three do 5o owt of

f Sﬂudenla pursuing language pro-
grammies at UM can choosa tn major
in o ol six Internabenal languages:

Franch, Raliar, Spanish, German, lapanese and

fluency and spontaneity, ard we want o make  Arabic,

saire that they leave with sulficent
language competency trusted by top
employers.

“Learning internatianal languag-
&5 henelits students especially in
Ihe current globalised world where
mchility is facilitated. It can ncrease
graduate employability as stsdents
are able 1o compele bath at the
national and internaticnat job mar-
k5.

“nd, of course, Learning a lan-
fuage means learming the home
language culture as well.”

Univarsiti Fendidikan Sultan ldris [UPSI)
offers foreign language courses By electes,
either in the enrichment or audit categary. Its
deputy vice-chancelior [academic and interna-
tionall Protassar Or Mahd Sahande Gani Hameah
23 LIPS! aflers 2ix inbernators lan-
quages as an electve subject where
=tudends can choose it as ennichment
or audit.

‘It is compulsary o pass the
enrichment paper as oredit will be
counted for graduation, Howaver, the
audit subject will b recorded in the
atadermic transcript anly il sludents
pazs the paper,” he added.

At Universiti Putra Malaysia
IUPML, global languages are oflered
&l ils Centre for the Advsncement of
Language Competence [CALC) as
plectves.

CALE director Assooiate Frofessor Or Arshad
Abd Samad said the courses are offered to ste-
dents io broaden their horzon.

“Global languages help tham be mare
rasponsive b Cullural diferendes. The magrily
of bachelor's programmes at P anly require

Somod

3 o
Arshad Abd

“We also hawe Thai, Korean, Jap-
anase and Burmese asa comgulsary
course lor sludenis of East Asian
Sudfes ard Soulh East Asian Shud-
ies at the Faculty of Arts and Social
Scignces. Evropaan languages such
a6 Russian and Porfuguiess are also
open 1o all students from other fac-
ulties and cam be taken a6 electves,”
said Jariah,

"UM tries lo ensure that major
international languages are offered
to stdents primarily to be in Line
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wilth current nalionsl policies which favour
inbernationaleation. The choices avastable
are also a reflection of the aim of UM 10 be
inclusive in terms of infernatonal loreign
languages lawghl.”

The languages are major international
langusges and redlactrich cultural dersity,
Spanish for instance is the ofical language
af 21 countries, and comes in third place
worldwade after Mandarin and English. Also
amang the Infernet community, Spanish is
the third most utilised language

“Berman is oMered Betauss Qermany i
ranked number free o terms of anrwal pub-
lication of new books. Knowledge of German
alfers sfudenis axiendad acoess D informa-
tigr A wide rangs ol mmporiant websiles are
in Berman.”

UiTM offers four Asian languages | lap-
anese, Arabic, Karean ard Mandarind and
three Eurcpean [Fremch, German and Hal-
ian|.

“Arahic is one of the most popular third
larguags amang STadents dus 10 1w rea-
gong: nol onky because & number af LT
sludents already hawe proficiency indrabic,
but alze becausns they are sware that Arabic

is spoioen by milllions of speakers worldwide,
and is the official language of 28 countries
wALh grosing econdmies in the Middle East
and Alvica,” said Ahmad Mazli.

“Aa for Mandarin, the students choose it
because they see the enormous sconomic
shilt that China has gone theaugh in the pesy
lesw dacades imlo international rade ties
and cross-border breaties to huge Leaps in
tive field of scignce and technology, not only
In Makaysia but alsa globally.”

Farah Nurzakiah fhmad Tajuddin, head
of Malay and Global Language Proficiency
Duwision at CALE, sad Arabic,
Maredarin, French and Japanise
are popular global languages
among UPM undergraduates.

“Sudants msy chodes Ara-
it understand the Quran,
Mandarin because i is widely
spoken in Malaysia, Japanese
dug to pop culture fanime,
J-pep. et} and Franch for frav-
els,” she said.

neering and science sludenls as

many hope to further their studies in Ger-
many. ltis also poputar amang music degran
programeme sludents a5 many soores sre
written in German, hence assisting themn
ta further understand ard apprecate the
music.”

In Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
|UKM|. the Korean language
is ranked one of the top mbers
natiomal languages alactivas
armoeng studens,

Professor Ryu Seung Wan,
director of UKM's King Sejong
Institute, disagresd with the
view 1hat e Korean language
gEned prominence bacauss of
K—pnp or K-wave.

“Some 360 to 450 students
shudied the Korean larguage per
semestber before the end of the
15%0s. |t meanl in one wear, T00 bo 900 stu-
dents shudied Korean at UKM and in termes
of enrolmant, the Birean Langisge was the
gl popular 8 the tertiary instilution

“According ta miy research in 20035, stu-
dents’ mobsatians to take up Korean as a
foreign lamguage subject were lirstly, per-
donal interest; secondly, to further post-
graduate studies in Korea; and thirdly, get
a job in Korsan comipaniag,”

IMHERSOH

Learning a language is not pust Learning to
g, wribe, speak and lsten inthe languags.
1 iz also absbul practice and exposure

Ryu tries his bes o beach every student:
to master nat only the Korean languasge bt
absa incraase knowledge of Korea such as
iks Cidtane and hisbory,

LK hias been wiorking clossly with the
Forean government and universitios as wall
a5 private GRCtors and Koraan Comfinmnes
for students to sxperience Karean oulture
#= well as activities such as Korean speech
congests, seminars ard international forumes

+ fur Malaysians,” he said

LIPS tries 1o molivabe students by gaing
beyond the typical dassroom learning set-
ting

"Thay have 1o carry out many acthities
sugch s liehd veork, interview foreigners, hold
Skype meetings with students in ather coun-
ries as wall as join mternational students
exchange pregrammes.

“Studenls wolundeer as Facilitalors and
liamon personned to assist fareign students
and visdtors from overseas, They also par-

Fyru Seung Wan

ticipate in activities organised by foreign
embagsies and institutes,” said Mohd
Sahardri.

UFPt ermphasmes mobility programmes.
to get students immiersed in the cultures of
The glahal larguages taught

This year there are plans Lo organise
rrlul:lllt'f programimes o Spain and Myan-

Thrwqh the mobility programimes, we
ware able to ohaarve our studenls’ sbility in
communacabing in the target language when
carrying out daily activiies. The students
waBre more condident in speahinq
the language with local people,
even with limited vocabulary and
language sbructure,” said Farah
Murzakiah.

For inbownd mobility, PR
hexs the special Cuttural Engage-
mard, Languaga Interactionand
Hraradeddge Programme,

The programme sees Lhe
pasrticipation of native and nan-

i H
“The German language isa  Forak Nerzokfoh  native speakers. Mon-native
. popular alective among engl-  Alevad Tafuddin  speakers.are UPM students who

learn a language while native
speakers are nternational partcipants. The
programme has thra@ main companents
— cullursl understanding, mleraclion and
commurication bebeseen native and nan-
natie speakers, and educational sessions
n speciic lelds of Knowledge,

BEHEFITS AND SUCCESSES
i Studgnts wha have undergone

af are enrelled inoinbernational
lamguage courses gam many
benefits.

Rafaad Boslan, 2&, wha
recently graduated with a Bach-
#lor in English Language degres
from UPM, is reovw employed at
Japan Foundation Buala Lum-
pur dise 1o ihe lapanase Lan-
guage course he look during
his undergraduate years.

"I book Japanese as an elective at univer -
ity and | attendad Jlapanete clasces lor a
wead, waril ba fapan for & year [Rokugakom
Short Term Exchange Programme in 2014]
and returnad to finesh another samaestar of
Japarese while learning Thai and Persian
al the same lime,” ke said

“Fluency in speaking. writing. reading
and Listening in Japanase are amang s
praraquisites at my workplace bacause
sl work-related madters are n the lan-
gums.

Learning international languanes s
bemelicial b gelling a job. Bud | also bearm
Japanese gtiquette which boosted my
employabiliby.

“Learning a {oregn langissge nol anly
invnlves the Lingustic praperties, bul slso
culture, taboos and behavicurs of the people
of the target language,” he added.

Aighah Mohamad, 24, 2 Bachelor of Lan-
quages and Linguistics [Spanish Languags]
student 21 UM, also finds that learning a
fareign language extends 1o learning the
culture of that language,

“hilver almost four years studying Span-
ish, | am now able to speak;, listen, read
and writa in the language. My conlidence
in gperaking Spanish is boosted alter join-
ing am exchange programme funded by the
Colombian government 1o learn Spamish in
Colombsa far five menths,” she said

Aishah i hopeful being proficient in
Sipanish will open doors for her.

"Mowadays, many candidates compate
over ore job. Knowledge of an estra lam-
guage. nat only belps you o shine in the

laboauir marked, But adeo halps
1o expand Knowlsdge ol dil-
lesent cultures. It increases
your chance fo further studies
ahread

“Yau can interact with
native speaiers and immerse
yoursedf in their culture. You
lgarm v things every day and
vl will B mare creslive and
lelerant. These are exsentisl to
a carger and will also halp to
make you a belter person.” che o,

Armips Abdullak Sare, 21, a Bachelor of
Applied Larrquage Studes [Honours| English
for Professional Communications studset a8
LM, learre Franch out of inferect as well
a5 1= Bact that il wil help ber i the fubure.

She has acquaintances and friends who
wark iminternaticral companies dug o thair
proficency in French to vowch lor the: Ben-
efis of learmng the language.

"I do find the course interesting. Lectur-
ers not anly teach grammar and sentence
shruchare glc., but they alse mention sangs
e cusrrend msues in the natie coundry.”

Aresya experienced the French oulbure
first hand when she attended Summer
Srhool Classes al Uniersie Saunie Moni
Blanc.

"Being multilingual obvisusly means
Ba5 i communication, We may be sapa-
rated by ocesns and borders bul our will-
ingness to learn about others connects us.”

Sith Mur Aim Sutaiman, #8 UKM posbgrad-
usate candidate i naclhear seience, lourd that
learming Korean facildabed her research and
inchusirial trainirg = Karea.

“Originally, | attanded Korean language
class in tha second year of my bachelor's
dagres Course Bechuse of il beduly. The
knoededge came in handy on multiple aca-
demic trips and attachmant in South Knraa
From reading road signs to cofmensing with
Lcals, everyihing is easeer The Koreans are
appreciative of atlempts in communicating
in their language,” she said.

Sati Wur Ain particspated in the recent
A0-hour Muclear Reaclar Expermment and
Operational Training course at the Reactor
Research and Education Cantra, Kyung Hee
LUnhsersity in Korea

“Fam happy 10 be & science student with
equal interest in Learming a foreign language.
It vary Ratishying to be able to undersiand
the gramenar and nuanoes of & langusge.”

1
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Siti Mur Ain Sulalmaon (right) participating in the 40-hour
Nuctear Renctor Experiment and Operatianal Troining
cairae at the Reeotor Research and Education Cemtre, Kgung
Hee University in Korea.

Afshoh Mohamod



