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TUDENTS looking for the best uni-
versities for specific fields of study
should check out the 2019 QS
World University Rankings by Sub-
jects.” | : o :

The rankings, announced last week,
lists the world’s top universities in indi-
vidual areas, covering 48 subjects and five
broad disciplinary tables: namely Arts and

-Humanities, Engineering and Technology,

Life Sciences and Medicines, Natural Sci-
ences, and Social Science and Manage-
ment.

» |t provides students, policymakers, aca-
demic administrators, faculty and employ-
ers with a unigue insight into the institu-
tional performance of universities in the list.

Based on data from more than
1,200 universities across 78 coun-
tries evaluated, the insight drew
responses of more than 83,000 aca-

%ﬁ : # demics worldwide and over 42,000
i . " responses from employers world- -
' #‘\ v wide through the QS Global Survey.
. | Apart from the survey, it was also

based onother research citations and
Elsevier's Scopus research citation
database.

Predictably, the United States and
the United Kingdom were the two
most dominant study destinations
in this year’s ranking, with 28 and 13
number one rankings, respectively.

for Accounting and Finance, Biologi-
cal Sciences, and Business and Man-
agement Studies; while University of
Oxford in Anthropology and Archae-
ology.

Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology [MIT] ranked first in Chemical
Engineering, Chemistry, Civil Engi-
neering and Computer Science and
Information Systems.

: At the regional level, the National
Taiwan University led at number 15 among
the Top 50 Asia universities followed by Ja-
pan’s Kyoto University (19) and Singapore's
Nanyang Technological University and Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong, both at 21.
QS research director Ben Sowter said
"Malaysia placed 22nd globally for the
number of university departments fea-
tured. A positive result for a young nation,
which is competing on the world’s stage
with countries boasting higher education
systems established centuries ago.”

In total, 157 departments at Malaysian
universities were ranked, with 76 depart-
ments recording a drop in rank this year.
Only 11 recorded improvement. The drop
occurred primarily due to a decrease in
employers satisfaction.

Besides Universiti Malaya, the other
four most-ranked Malaysian universities
are Universiti Sains Malaysia [placing in 25
subjects), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(25], Universiti Putra Malaysia (22) and Uni-
versiti Teknologi Malaysia [14].

This year's rankings by subjects saw UM
maintaining as one of the world’s leading
universities by achieving Top 100 for-three
broad areas, Top 100 for 17 subjects and

' Harvard University came out tops -

Top 50 for three subjects.

. The three academic disciplines ranked
within the Top 50 include Library and Infor-
mation Science at number 31, Development
Studies (38) and Electrical and Electronic
Engineering [(47). : ¥
| In the broad subject areas ranking, En-
gineering and Technology is UM's strong-
est field and is ranked at 38 with an overall

shore of 84.5. This was followed by Social

‘Science and Management, with a rank of 55
and an overall score of 77.4.

| Although UM's academic and employer
reputations indicators have dipped for
some subjects, UM's citation per paper and
H-Index scores continues to increase.

' UM's vice-chancellor Datuk Dr Ab-
dul Rahim Hashim emphasised that UM's
Strategic Plan needed to be relooked as
improvements in teaching and learning re-
quired provision of high quality academic

programmes in this Industrial Revolution-

[IR)4.0 economy.

' "UM is facing enormous challenges
moving ahead, in view of the financial con-
straints. These challenges arising from the
economic conditions means the university
needs to find additional sources of fund-
ing and venture into income-generating
activities to support its internationalisation
efforts and to intensify research,” said Ra-
him.

Taylor's University retains its position
as the second-ranked university in Asia for
Hospitality and Leisure Management this
year after Hong Kong Polytechnic Univer-
sity. : '

| Its vice-chancellor and president, Pro-
fessor Michael Driscoll, said this achieve-
ment was especially significant with the
change in the employer reputation compo-
nent for this subject.”

t “This year, there is an increase in the

weightage of how the institution is viewed
by employers. Our strong performance is

indicative of how our students are viewed by .

industry players and proves to us that our
approach is well-received by the industry.
“Taylor’s University scored highly for
employer and academic reputation for the
hospitality and leisure management sub-
ject. The excellent work put in by the strong
academic team at the school, significantin-
vestment into research and the breadth of

. the school’s collaboration with more than

ﬁ_ﬂﬂ top hospitality partners havecontrib-
uted towards our strong performance.
| “We will continue to enhance our

strengths; be it the innovative approach to-

teaching or our unparalleled relationship
with the industry. This takes us another

step closer to being a formidable force in
~ the discipline globally.

“I'm pleased that we broke into Business
and Management Studies subject, which is
a first for Taylor's University. We will look
into how we can mirror the strong positive
performance we have had in the Hospitality
and Leisure Management subject, where
we scored highly for both academic and
employer reputation, in order to improve on
our standing for the Business and Manage-
ment Studies subject,” he said.

Only four Malaysian- departments

“ranked among the top-50 in the world for
subjects — six fewer than last year.
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Universiti Malaya maintains as one of the world’s leading universities by achiev-

ing Top 100 for three broad areas, Top 100 for 17 subjects and Top 50 for three

subjects. FILE PIC

2019 QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS BY SUBJECTS:
MALAYSIAN TOP 100 DEPARTMENTS

Subject

Hc;spitality and Leisure Management

‘Library and Information Management

Development Studies

Engineeri n'g - Electrical and Electronic
Theology, Divinity and Religious Studies

Performing Arts
Artand Design
Business and Management Studies

Communication and Media Studies

Computer Science and
Information Systems

Education
Engineering — Chemical
Engineering - Civil and Structural

Engineering - Mechanical, Aeronautical
and Manufacturing

E.ngl.i.s-h Language and Literature
Geography

Linguistics

Performing Arts

Sports-related Subjects |
Theology, Divinity and Re'kiginus Studies
Agricultdreand Forestry

Architecture / Built Environment

Architecture / Built Environment
Engineering - Chemical
Engineering - Civil and Structural

Engineering - Electrical and Electronic
“MNote: "=" stands for shared ranking.

Source: TopUniversities.com

2019
1%
31
38
47

51-100

. 51-100

51-100
51-100
51-100

51-100

51-100
51-100
51-100

51-100
51-100
51-100

51-100
51-100
51-100
51-100

51-100

51-100

51-100
51-100
51-100

21-100

2018

\ 21
24
30
30

31

51-100
51-100
51-100
51-100

51-100

51-100
51-100
b=

41=

51-100

101-
150

21-100
51-100
51-100

51-100

51-100
51-100

51-100

51-100

51-100

51-100

Institution

Taylor’s University
Universiti Malaya
Universiti Malaya
Universiti Malaya

International Islamic
University Malaysia

UCSI University
Universiti Malaya
Universiti Mélaya P
Universiti MaLafa

Universiti Malaya

Universiti Malaya
Universiti Malaya

Universiti Malaya
Universiti Malaya
Univérsiti Malaya
Universiti Malaya

Universiti Malaya
Universiti Ma [E‘:fEI
Universiti MaLaya‘
Universiti Malaya
Universiti Putra Malaysia

Universiti Sains Malaysia

Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia
Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia
Universiti :
Teknologi Malaysia

Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia




