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Setting the right course

ROZANA SANI

rEanignst com.my

TH the anncwescement of the Sijil

Felajaran Malaysia [SPM] 3rd Sij |

Tirggi Perselolahan  Malsysis

[STPMI results last wesk, schoal-
leavers ane lpoking at education oplions which
will shape ther lulure.

Securing 2 place at 3 bertiary institution ks a big
slep in adwancing one's education, and the precess
in Malaysa begins with the submession of entry ap-
plications wia the Central University Admission Linit
onbre pertal (UFUDRIne] maraged by the Educa-
tion Minstry,

Mapda Satudin, who is directer of e shadent
enroment manaqement divition at the Migher Edy
cabinf Depbrtrnet, said for the 2187119 academic
sesson, 156,000 places wers offered via UFLOnline
at 20 putlic unmversities, 36 polytecheies, 102 come
iy colleqes. and four puble skils iraning insti-
hatinns [ILKE]L Aa increese is expectnd this year,

SPM schocl-leavers have @ dheime of pursuing
certificate, Soundation or diploma programemes. al
pirer pbllc unmershe, polytechnacs, community
cllages oril ks

For STRM school-legvers, they will ke compsting
with masricutation, found=ten and diptera gradu-
ates a5 well as Sijl Tingg: Agerna Malnsa certfi-
cate haldegs lor bachelar degree programmas,

Mamilaialso highlighted the ministry has estab-
lished a “spacial” track admission o higher Learming
institutions and ILKAs for SPM, STEM and egquiva-
lent Students. This special track was created for
shudents from the BED group, disabied, I.'_Ilzr-; A=l
and athletes.

“They do nat hawe bo compebe weith the main-
sirearm ghoup fo further ther shadies. They only
nieed 1o hdfil the spedal entry requirements. sat
by the: specific unfrersities and will only be fitered
amang sheir own groups,” she added. Spevial rack
tandidates must rmeel all admission reguirements
required by figher leamning instihdions including
paszEng specific tests or intendews,

On choice of programires (o aoply, Mezuls sid
candeiales” sslecton of courtes and wromrsities
should be based on their interest and backed by
qualifications and capabilities.

“TFrollra your irestinets and denlity your passion,
e you wall wark Fard al your shodies. Ao plan,
think ahead and choose au:m;ing o your capabili-
b

SELECTION
The UPL application process kicked off on Feb 25
ard will gnd on April 7.

“The ministry implamants the merincracy prin-
riphe in selpcting shdents eligible to study 81 public
unversites. it ghes 90 per cent weightage o ace-
defrac schievement and the remnaining o shadents’
extracumicular accomplishment.

“The selection of shudents is atso dependent
on their performance at the inferview or entrance
examiration [lor progremmes such = medi-
cine, architecture, sport science and eduction]”
s Mazula

The respecties higher learring Rstitutions wil
select candidales with the Righest scores accond-
ing to the programme applied for 2t UPUDnline. All
applications are processad by a computensed sys-
S and the selections are carmied oul bises on e
availahality of pleces al the respectve rstitutions.

“If a shadent does not mest the requiremant of
Fis first choice or the places for the programme
ara full, the system will mave 1o the nest ofilian ac-
conding 1o the shident's prefenence. The System wil
aunornaticaly move bo the third and the process wil
be repeated wuntd all the choices am processed. The

The ministry
implements
the meritocracy
principle in selecting
students efigible
to study af public

universifies.

MATULA SABUDIN

Higher Education
Department shudent
anralirenl management
dnmion direciar

L e e

university will, only select candidates whe mest en-
try requirements and § places sre svailsble. Priority
‘il Be grven o the candidate with the highest meri
arore.”

UNIVERSITIES

Apphcandts generally base ther salection of courses
on whal they hear from friends and relatives, and
the reputation as well specalisation of respective
urmversties. But it pas hoisit the unversity website
and find cut mare about its programene.

Zanna Fainol Ahadin, who is Acadernic Admin-
sirstmon and Senices Centre dinecior at Univarsiti
Ml [UML said potential UM students must ful-
i antry requirements for the programme selecled
and put e institution s ther firsst chioice. -

“Criteria of sebertion & mest-based and for pro-

grammes with intenvigws, shadents must pass the
faculty test and interview. If apploarts fall to get
an offer dor any of their choes, they can sppeal
Hhraugh UPU e-Ripaan,” she sad.

Unnversiti Sains Malaysa's [LS M| wnigue gell,i.'-;.
point is that its bachelor's degres programmes offer
stutenits: the freedam bo select their minor courses
acomding b inferest.

Depuly vice-chancellor [academic and intgrma-
tinnall Frofessor Or Shrmad Farhan Mohd Sadullsh
saill this has resulted in shudents harding unusual
combinations. of majors and minors.

For SPM school-leasers, the Diploma in Mursing
comse & the only programme which
can be applied for at pohonuusm.my

#hmad Farfen added that ap-
plicants must knew ther acadernic
sirength and choote the right pro-
grasmima i liree with interest.

Ruosdi Wah, serior deputy registrar
at the aifice of Unfeersiti Putra Maley-
aad JUEM] dipty wite-chancellor
lacademic and intermatinnall, said that
in order to siand a better chance of ad-
massion 10 @ programme, an applcant
el carehlly tahe o account bes
CEPA and the competition.

Urivarsiti Malgysia Terengganu [UMT] deputy
vice-chancellor |academic and international] Pre-
fessor D Moor Azsan Ak Osman said the instile-
tion encourages industry in the: dassroom’,

“UMT i the enly uniersity in the country which
amphasises shady of the ocean, mantime and ma-
rine emdronment, and ve are alweys Looking into
ways to commertiakse research in related figlds.”
iz gand,

Potantizl shudents should go to the
“Checking System” ot MASCU [upu.
sernskeyaralinds) o pre-wdentity pro-
grammes which they are eligble 4o ap-
phyfor

Universiti Tum Hussein Onn Ma-
leysia JUTHM] 2rd Unmersts Tebmi-
kal Malaysia Melska [UTeM] are
bath part of the Malaysa Technical
Uniwesity  Mabwork  IMTUNI  offer
ing various technical higher educa-
ton programenes drom diplema 1o
doctorale levels,

Mchd Nizam Pavel, UTeM sanior deputy reqis-
trar at its academic management division, sad the
institution s cngrisant ol changes hrought about by
e Fourth Indusirial Rewolotion and is positioned
to equip sthadents with the: knowipdoe and releant
skills required

UMM is ak the forefront of preaidieg higher
education har TVET gradustes,” B sdded

“hpplicants are advised fo indicate their strong-
a5t preferance in thair sslection of programmes. For
eample F thay ane imeresied in programmes of-
fierad by UTe, then list it accondingly as top chokee.

Oxmamn

Noar Az Abu

Irmen Roslar

A higher quaification well incresse their chances ol
28 el &4 il % baged cnmerd,” snid Mahd Nizam,

With a niche in sustainable technology and
transportation, UTHM offersarange of engineering,
applied soences and information 1ech-
mology programmes lor bath SPM and
STPM and equialent school-lgaers,

Depty wce-chancellor [rademic
and intarnatienall Professar Or lsmail
Abdul Rahman said UPL tssues a st
of elgitle spplicants b UTHM afer the
application perind ends.

“Studerts must make sure they
fulfil il criteria. We will check the suit-
o  abilty of aoplicants and should the ap-
plicant not get an alfer, they cGan make
anappeal at UPLL™ he added.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Iman Resian, 15, who & in the Sacond samester of
the Foundation in TESL programme at Unkersii
Tesnglog Mara |LTMI Denghil, said that her ap-
plication for 2 programme after 594 Last year was
fuibe srosth

| e iMASCY o chedk the courses that | was
wligibie to apply for, It is really helpful as it focuses
on programmes that one is eligible for” iIMASCL
presents students from making wenng
chaices and Saves time from having to
research courses which borm out to be
ot suitable.”

Based on heer inferest in linguistic
studies and 5FM resulls aswell as ad-
vite from friends, teachers and tamiy
members. Iman selected her courses
and uriversities, and was successulin
getting her o chiice.

Former diploma programme Shu-
dent Aisyah Raihana Abd Razak, 72
appled for 3 bachelor's degree course
atUPUnline

Sk based her course selections on her educe-
lisral hackground |Diploma in TESL), interests and
university location. She also visied unimrsity weh-
sitas and gotinput from tamiy and friends.

HAizyah Raihana is shudying for a Degreein Eng-
Lish as Interouliursl Comenunication at LiTM Shah
Alary, ber first choice,

"My adwice is bo Al in all the a'l;hl optons far
course and university. Make sure bo §llin your in-
farmation correctly and bedore submting your ap-
plication, chedk sgain. Be on the slert 1o impartant

dates Tor exarnple closing date, interdew date
ardarnouncement ofUPL results,” sheatded.

Mishammad Farban Mohd Farid Rozadi,
22, wiho & pursung a Bachelor of Blectrical
Engingering [Hongurs] degres course at LTHM
said applicants should match ther qualifca-
tians against the competition,

“My applcation for 3 bachelor's deqree
coarse was not socesssiul the first time
around. | lished Unteesiti Teknologi Malsysia
(T 2 ey first cheioe and it fs wall-known
et UTM = & Rawourite for engineering pro-
grammes. | made an appeal and was reuned
ta list b universiies. After a discussion with
iy parents and based on the courses and uni-
wergities suggested by the system, | put UTHM
2= my first choice and | got & place.”

Muhammad Farhan added that diploma
applicants wing 1o get inbe bachelor's degres
courses compete sgainst STRM, matrioula-
tion, foundafion and diploma Relders Trom

TiPS

» O & psychomedric test to
deterrnine interestipassion

» Do research on universitias and
courses thraugh their websites.
» Find out course content at
unmwersity wishsiles

» Talk to friends and relatives about
their experience and consult parents
on choices

» Visit education fairs

+ Consider nod-so-papular
institutions 3 '

+ Apply foryour chaice of course

at wariows mniversities, not various
courses al one university oaly

» Dan't wait untit the 11th hour to fill
up the UPL application formas the -
portal may becongested - . -

* For programmes that require
intennew or auditian in the selection
procass, make sure you attend it
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private universities <o they mist be realistic
about their capatlities and apply accordngly.

Applicants need o really think abost the
choices they List down o their applications,
sakd Busyra Mohamad Fauzi, 20, a frsi-year
medcal shident at USM Kubang Keran in
Felantan

“Mlweays chack fer eligibiity first, for both
unversity and course, Be exira careful when
filling up information. Choose the course that
your wand b sfudy, not because of your par-
enits, frignds or amyore eloe

“Dont be afraid to apply o lop Lrver-
ity ypoid neser know your full potendl. Don't
hesitate: Lo apply 10 £ot-so-popular institu-
tions too, Don't st look al ranking as there
ane mary aspects i consider,” she-said.

Busya's coursemate Wan Nurfshmida
Wan &parci, 20, shared that she [noked up

unmersity ranking and went online to read
about the sxperences of others. She also

" asked her matrioutstion shudies becturers for

their gpirions and looked info the Faclities 22
e ] i

“Take your firme 20d do met rush te fillin
detals a1 UPL). Research the course since s
goirsg bo be lifekong leaming,”

Eternational Eslamic Unwersity Malay-
sa first-year student Farka Ta) Rijal agnees.
The Bachelor's Degres in lslamic Resealed
Knaledge 2nd Heritage student ssid gefting
intoa course ane may rok be inkerested indue
ter Ik of care in making a.choice i< 3 lerfitle
waste of time. |

Yo e the ane who i geing to spend
your precious time there. Do not I'nllnw;.-a-.r
friends’ chices aswhat may e gocd o them
= not good for your Consider your parents’

" chnices a5 well. Apgiy hased on .murwi\w

tencies and results,” she added,

Urversh  Ketengsaan Maloysa firs.
yoar baw shudert Mahamnirad A-Safze Az
Azman, M), said applicants must be vigileal of

the UPL soplication process after ach-
ing unmersitie= and courses, and disoussions
with: parents and counsellors.

Trecall that there was an update
firs? round of the application process.
canks musstalso print and prepare i[=1]
ments, espedially the offer letter, for fu
evaluation by universiies.

“lastly, applicants should ekl fher
choices through bafors submission, find ther
passion and reot blindly follew peers and par-
enbs, because i s 2 ore-way ticket and pnoe
the application is subemitled, there S B 4aing
kack, and regret means nothing.™

PARENTAL GLIDANCE
Thaouagh the: choices made during wj;h-

cations should be based on applicants” inter-
st and cualification, parents should alsd play
an actiee role n guideg MHBM:H
fadah Mohd Sari from Gombak, has
assisted her three children in the UPY ap-
plication precess, sad school-leavwers may be
1o young b undersiand the whote pcture of
hover edutation, employment trends, job frar-
ket demmands and industry needs gel
“hltar S5, for example, a5k your ichil-
drenwhat they waré 1o da_ And if they are not

sure, get them be take an anline psychamet-
ric: kest that will indicate their leanings and
inkerests. But the children must have areal -
itycheck based an their grades and capabili-
fies,” sheadded.

While Aidah's children decided the pro-
gramme o pursiee based on their SPM or
foundation studies results and interests,
she atvised and assisled them by wsiting
uniwersity websites to find infarmation such
as course content and collaboration with
gmemment agendes and industny plagers
to chonsa the rigH university for the tourds
sefeched.

Edutation lars such a5 Education Min-
islry's Jom Masuk [PT carnraals gine a dear
picture.of what is available

“There are different bypes of pullic uni-
versities for example, research and techn-
caluniersities. Mot all students are suitable
to abudy 81 8 ressanch upiversity and tech-
nical universities may be more Sutable tor
thase wha like hands-on exparience.

“Irdormation on industry-ureersity col-
Laborations oo i valuable as it = gererally
easier for studants 1o gat job affers when
thiey gradusabe as the subects taught are ral-
eaant bo the industry.”

Aidah advised applicants not too wait un-
til the 11th hour 1o fitlup the LPL spplication
farm s the portal may be congeshed, resalt-
ing in the possibility of missing the deadlre.

“When filling up the onling application,
rrusdoe sure wour children are 100 per cent
sure before making a subenission. Agpty for
your choioe of course at various universilies,
ek Various courses in ong uniprsity only.
You iy end up doing & coursa|you're not
interested o at all.”

Mudah’'s son Aman Arit | Mohamed
Bukhary, 26 ,and Amsyar Anf Mohamed
Buchary, 24, bath gat their prefierred choice
of course and unmersdty alter applyrg
through UPL, Today Aiman &rif, who studied
tarensac science 3t LISM, is an internal audi-
tor &t KLCC Projects [a subsidiary of Pet-
ronas). Amsgar Arif, who studied eleciror:
Engineering, is an engineer at Inkal

Her yaurgest child, Aina Areesa, who re-
centhy got her SPM resulis, is alming for a
COUrsa in a&:wnt.;nq‘ and has| submilted
her application through LUPU

+

UPU APPLICATION PROCESS




