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Getting the kids back in school

IN the first month of this year’s school session alone, the nationwide dropout rate
among Orang Asli children was 24.6%. StarEdu speaks to Department of Orang Asli

Development (Jakoa) director-general Datuk Ajis Sitin to find out why.

Stories by CHRISTIMA CHIN
educatei@thestaroom. my

DAT-UK Alis Siin, 56, s on a mission

o get the indigenons kids back in
schinal, Jakoa's first Orang Asli direc-
tor-general is a Semai tribesmam
o U Jerai, Kusla Lipks, Pahang.
& civil engineer by mwaining, he
doesnt think his previsns Tole is
that different fram his current
responsibilities.

“I's EmpaoTtant to go back to the
basics, As an e » Fm well-
versed in financial project, and
people managernent. These ane the
eame skifle nesded 1o help inpeove
the welfare of me-clr%
understand their isses el
am from the commuanify

“Tve lived in the jungle, rragped
squirrels and fished in the dver.
Ko, I'm sitting in an office facing
the majestic Petronas Twin Towers
in the hieart af EL,® said the Riher-
al-nine.

We've come a long way
Recalling haw he and his s

brothers were among the

first generation of Omang AshH

doen to go ta school, Ajis said it

wiasn't easy although his schooll was

andy a kilopnetre away from the vil-

B,

“Today, some 0% of Orang Asli
parents hane been to school and
can read. In the 704, M0F parsnes
coatbdn't even say the alphabet.

“My father would always ask us
boys ta help our mother tap rubber.
Whille be never encouriged us to
spady, nefther did he stop us from
gaing ro school. It was up o us, 5o

we relied on gur own inddacve,”

Defermined to make something
al himssll Ajis went i a Jakoa-ran
schood in the village, AL the dme,
Orang Asl schools were run by the

artment and the teachers were
Jakna staff.

“Same of owr teachers anly had
)6l Rerdah Pelsjaran (SRF) qualif-
cation bux they were dedicated and
did their best. These Jakoa schooks
were onby meant to teach ws the
T AsH ldds in the villages

“Orang inghey
wonkd study in such schoals from
¥ears One to Three befare moving
1o & proper mainsrredn schiool in
the disorer™

Nowr Asli edncarion is
under the manistry: If was some-
thing Takaa pushied hird for.

“Things are msch bemer Tow.
‘When 1'was a smdent, there was
descrminatian, Seme called us sta-
pid. Some teachers give up-n.n'l.l.'i
st becanse we

“T'was poor and 1 'calmmr.
But [ was smart. And made
sure my clothes clean. Thaugh

T fedt d.LEE:r:nLIms E'l.ﬂ'l.d.l}in
everyone.”

Why they're dropping out

Tl high dropoal Fae amang
Orang Asl smdents 15 among
[akna's challenge, he admits.

WVillages in the town and city
fringes have heen catersd foe. Al
the infrasracmure is there, The
*hardcore” areas-that need urgen:
attenticn are Ua Kelantan, Mo
Pahang, and Uln Perik.

The lncarion, and ecosystem of
sehwods, the lack of paees o book up

26126

Ajs is determined to help

irpeave the wellare of the
Crang Asli so that the kids
£an go to school.

ta, the absence af parental support.
amd low msativation and lerscy

the lack of parental
encauragement, and the wrong
teaching approach resalt in chil-
dren not wanng 1o go o knder-

garten. Mastery of reading, writing.

and poanting (36) skills are nat a
priarity for soome at prirsary level.
Thesp pupds have low self eseem,

Orang Asli children in schools
(as at Jan 2019)

and are not confident of their ahili-

1y 10 Jearn. For secondary soudents,
social,  and peTsonality
ismwes are the cause, They're easly

influenced by their friends to drop
aut, and have prohbsms inlerscting
With o= from other ethnic

ErCups,

I mnst cases, Orang Ashi kids
dropoat becuse r]u.-'. canmat cope,
Ajis Thinke.

There are sOmme _EIIIISIEBJI'I.U'PE

a fior sch Orang
Asti lads whao live in farflung vilksg-
.

"Thesehﬂsm;:ﬂ'}':.lwlg They
s:rg?emcupew en thery'Te Sepe-
rated from their parents, 'We can’
expect kids aged seven or eight to
care for thermssves. Only the really
driveny, resilbent omes will scEy on.”

Keeping them in school

Afic sakd keeping themn in schoal
means making sure that they're
cominetable.

Hostels for Orang Acli kids slu:u.r]d.
heve chaperanes from the different
. With a familiar face
around, the kids won't feel Jost and

alome.

“The Orang Acli commumniry is a
very clese kit fammdky. 165 like thar
in every village,” he said, adding
that anather pressing isee is 15
take care of their bagic needs.

To ensure that thess kids are not
left out of mainstream education,
we have to make sure that eveny
child has shoes and uniforms, rans-

“Tt's the harme nummum_ Withaout
thesi necesLifies, they wionh'l go bd
schoal”

Jakoa conducts initdatives like
the Education Exposuoe, Let's Go to
Schoal. and 3M Mastery, pro-
Erafmimes. These are aimed ar pre-

schoolers and primary pupils i
ensure thelr sucpesstil negration
into mainemeam education.
Motivational programmes for par
ents are also candiscted. The
deparmeent, which looks after the
wetfare of the Asli commia-
nity, works closely with the
Education Ministry to encourage
dropouts to go back to schioal
Seyveral working comenitiess have
leen set up o CATTY ouk mindset
transformation, parent and com
mamity inwalvement {PIBK), carmips
and special arientaton, amd men-
OT-Mentee DIOETAIIMES, 3t FTass-
ot leved to bring and promaote
mainstream education in Orang
Asli cormroumniries, -

“Everywhere I go, I tell these
famdbies that education is crecal if
vou want success. Bot we mmest he
realistic and addness Eheir meeds
firer”

Everyone has a role

Ajis welenmes experts and
Tan-governmental organisations
keen on assisting the commaunity
in education, to approach Jakoa.
With the help of volunDesrs, mare
interyention programmes can be
carried put to narmow the perfar
mance gap between schaals in dif-
Terent locations, and with varying
et

Many varsities and privase com-
panies have already gone into the
villages 1o help,

The Universit Kebangsaan
Malaysia (URM) and CIME project
in Pos Gob has really made a differ:
enre he said

“The dropaists were nuited 1o

nin & commundty school in the vk
age and today, these kids have
managed to get back into the main-
stream education sysiem and are
coping well ™

| CLUTCHING their ‘discovery kits”,
the Orang Asli kids skipped off into
the jurgle.
In well-worn shppers, tey make
their way past the muddy path,
| crassing a stoeam along the wa

Mats are laid owut in front of a
riekety hambon shack. They sagerly
open their kics, filled with pens,
npde pats, plastic containers and
magnifying glasses.

Afer & quick briefing on their
“missior’, these Hutarn's Classroom
participants rzsh off.

Twa hoars lager, they Te-groap,
excitedly holding up the comtainers
nosw filled wich ineeers, shrimps,
fishes, tadpales, izards, praying
mantises, grassh r5 and leeches.

ZTurina Mohd Forizal, 11, enjoved
the morning with her friends.

she's ome of the few who arends
mainstream school,

“My favourite subgects in class
are Bahasa Melsyne, English, Scienoe
and Mathemarics. But T like Jsarn-
ing in the jungle bener becanse 1
came hiere with my parents when
P nat in school. Thelp them tap
l 5‘a-.l"l'l.lla.blE':l'.' thee shiy Year Five pugpil

Crang Asli kids learmn better in the

jungle becuse it's the environument

| theyre most comfortabie in,
Universit Putra Malaysia (TPM)

| STEM (Science, Techmalogy,

| Engineering and Mathematics) com-
e member Dr Moharmmad

| Hedkal smadl recently discovered.
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“Today they're learning abouat v

ing things in the fungle"

The Celik Volunteer Chub (CVC)
adviser has been conducting dasses
| at the Orang Al village in
Kampung Kachau Luar, Semeryth,
with club president Amirmadin
AT, 24, simee March last year

Initially, classes were held at the
village sursn from 106m ol noon.

Abaut 20 to 30 children
Berween four and 12 attend the
classes, i

Bar, Dr Muharmmad Heikeal, whe's
also a seniar lectarer at the UFM
chemical and environmental engi-
neering departeent, found that the
children’s minds would wander.

“Tt was tough. Their artenton
span’s very short. Less tham an hoar
amd they weauld get fdgery. Same
winald get up and leave.”

It wasni't unidl Becember that
Hutan's Classroom - a STREAM
(Scienbe, Technology, Beading,
Engineering, Arts, Mathemalios)
learning method inspired by nanre
= e about:

The method was the result of a
collabaration between TTEM,
Universid Pendidilan Sultan Tdrie
(UPSE and TEA Academy, sald Dr
Auhammad Hedkal.

“The method was designed specif-
tcadly for Drang Asli kide Clrsges
were maved from the surau to the
jungle becawse this is where they
feel mast at home.

“After just ane month, we o
resiulis, The progress and feedback
were positive. More kids stamed
nirning wp and those who were

Jungle learning

Dir Muhammad Hmkal E‘fat :Igl'rt.'l talking to the arang i kids

abaut the creatures in the strearm.

with 15 from day ome wowld stay
for the whiole two-hour session.
They asked questions. They e excig
ed, They want i learn
“And they understand bemer. The
eqwiromment and the method mads
a huge difference. Even [ was sur-
Encouraged, CVCs now conduct-
ing scienoe classes in the punyhe.
“Whem we started, the goal was
just to get the children to read and
write basic sl Bemember, most
of them don’t go 1o school. Same
can't even write their names.
“Now, these kids are ready o
e on from ABCS ta higger chal-
lenges. Since last rmonth, we've been

.-".f‘l.
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Amirrudin teaching the orang asli kids about the

insects and animals they collected

onducting science dasses inspired
Iy the Limle Einsteins’ intersctive
series that Infroduces

kids to nature,” said Dr Muhammad
Heikal.

KexT up, suid Amirnadin iz tn
explore the potental of jungls
TESOUTTRS,

The Cendavwan Project will see

e takding kids into the jungle to
Brems chat are edibile.

And come July, Hutan's Cassrooen
will see the kids moving om to tech-
nology under the Supernonm pro-
et The duns will be warking with
NOT-SURETTENANLA] Arganisstians o
expeese th kids 1o oo rs and

CpuTers.
set up library facilities ar the sura.

Theyll also be collabosating with
LM to Biring, fond printing techniod-
oy 1o the wilkage.

Dr Muhammad Heikal i exeibed
It's his research area.

He's planning 1o show the com-

. munity hiowr 30 food primders can

onver] jungle nesaurces inta tasty
oalis.

B

“1 want to get the children excited
abamat what cam do with the
resources avadlable to them. Maybe
by enpreriencing technalogy. ey 1l

March last year, the CVC was set up
o profmate litkracy among dhildren,
sabd Amdrradin.

Semelai top scorer shares success tlps

EDTCATION i the anly path to a better sDhed! it okl bie oo difVicilt For ms: © Thats howwelearn, -
fimure. b Ewms}:n'ﬂmﬁ mmm:ﬂmmm
Desgite Ioaked down an my relented. o, [ oogldn't snsdy, Yo fivust ga all
vears, Nor Faiza Rosidin,  them down® 1 msmtef
m-m&ym':bﬁm\tm!&h:‘»hﬂ wmadunrmmmmmnﬁ uwsmhugmnmuihmum
tapper parents, Nor Faiza the Malaya and major in echucation, particu-
2018 (0rang Asli caregory) - abways beld the Semela mibe scored a comalative larly in the fisld of special education. She |
her head up high. . grate point average (OGPA) score of 283, wais o Jearn sign language o comm-
“Mental abuse was thie chal- ﬁ]mmh&pmﬁq:pdmgf nicate with the =
Lengess [ Lced but [ neever thought of primary school, they understard the *“This is my chance to make a differ-
O ntedluntlunaruimlmr ence in the ves of the disabled comma-
Whﬁsmm&wu. their Tiry. My twin sicter cannat speak and has
a person_ IFs given me the mananity to Hnmu&ﬂ!hbﬂmﬂ.mdm : our ATl
face the foture with mare I nmmmaadlfmmpmmu&, - cate with her and it makes me
my - as eyre the anes with a
better. 1 Ty parents o bet mnulu: &w ak mmnmﬁmmm
ene sit far the STPM because they were mnmmm sy

arund it Athmp. Bm':heﬂ;r.

The forus 1s on eaching mangn-
alised kads who have fallen through
the cracks becans: af poverty.

AL he momment, tey'ne the only
Tull-rirme volunteers.

“We have 10 other wolarteers bat
they canmat commit to & fimed
schedule. We're hoping that some
oampanies or individisals - especial-
Iy stadentd - can jain us.”

Amang the first time volurtesrs
wiho tarned up with lunch, and pre-
Jowed toys and clothes, were engi
eeer Muhamad Zohoend, 27, his
witfie Mumdrah Rosdl, 29, and former
National Service Trmining
Programme (better knowm by s
Malay acranym PLEN) trainer
Farahiza Saupl, 35.

Mundrah, who has always been
interesnd in volunbeer work, stam-
bled on thee club on social media.

*Tve been lookdng for a worthy
canse for some tme now. IS scary
sometimes even if your intenfion. is
good because there are 50 many
stamoers these days.

“Then I came acroes Hutan's
Classroom. 1 asked friends if they
were willing to chip in for some
food ® She believes that mamy ane -
Rike her - wanting to help genoine
CANSES Bt ot Eoeowing hosw to fo
ahoa it And she's planning on
rounding up atheTs tn come teach
the kids.

“My hinshand and I ooee fram
architecrural backgrounds so
mayhe we can teach them aboat
buildings and if there are funds, we
can even take them into the ety to
see the sky scrappers"

Encoursging youngsters, especial-
Iy students, to wolanbeer, she said
activities like these not anly benefit
sociery, but can help improve soft

" sldlis Hke comarumication and ream-

work,

Famahiza, who brooght her four-
rmonth-odd babny and nine-year-ald
s0m along, came because she want-
& 0 know more abot the project.

“Iwas a FLEN trainer for almas:
two decades and wre had many
artivities in the jungle Since Fma
honsewife now. I can share oy
experiende, train the wolmteers, or
teach the kads.”

She brawght her eldest to expose
him po others who havent had the
apporumities he's had.

“1t*s important to learn o ghve
Back to the community fram a
younyg age. It makes me sad to see
thar we g0ill have children who can-
not read of write despite how
dreveloped the conniry 15"

Teanng op, she asked: “If nint us,
Wi else? It's sur respansbility s
Malaysians 1o help where we can.” -
By CHRISTINA CHIN

For detadls on CVC's activities, log on
B0 Fulfpee i wowwy [ocebook.oomy”
HutanClassroam”

Watch the video
rtv.com




