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Crones faking off from o treetop in Bangsar, Koald Lumpeor. PICBY 2ULFADHLE ZULKIFLL

CROWS Z0OM IN ON
OUR GARBAGE, DIRT

Our unhygienic practices have contributed
to their burgeoning population, writes

VEENA BABULAL

URVI¥ORS of crow

swoops In the [ndian

subcontinent all tell of

similar encounters with
the bird.

There is a distant caw, g Hut
ter of wings, a black blur and
suddenly, the curry puff in your
handis gone, -

This may not be the norm in
Malaysia, but the common
house crow could become ag-
gressive if beft unchecked.

Manash University's Schoal of
Seience Professor Sadequr Rah-
man said crows are “very intel
ligent™ and the breeed in Kyala
Lumpur is gensetically similar to
the ones in 5ri Lanki.

A study by a student of the
university shows thar some
crows. had “hitchhiked to
Malayaka by ship®.

“Their behavioural patterns.
and genetics ane similar.

“As they are bright bicds, they

adapt to their environment, not
unlike humans.

"They flock to where there is
food, and yes, if they think they
can gel away with .'Eni,lll.::"lil'lll;
Fiosad, thiey will da it

“It's like a person crossing
the rosd when the light is red”
said Sadequr, a professor of
plamt gemetics and the director
of the vniversity's Tropical
Medicine & Biology research
pla.TFocTn.

He said the birds “aggregace
in numbers when they are
threatened”, evoking an image
similar to Alfred Hivcheock's
movie, The Birds.

“If you attack one, they will
come arpund and actack vou.

Crowr droppings on a popement in Jalan Are, Bangsar, Kuala

Lumpur: FIC BY ZUNKUR AL SHAFIQ

“Lhave notseen this here, buc|
saw it when [ was & child in
Bangladesh.

“They travel in pairs and are
quite social, so that they can call
ot for help when they are hort,”
he said, adding that erows from
Singapore and Penang are ge-
netically diverse.

-

On whether unbygiense prac-
tices contributed to their pres-
ence, be said “vwes”, adding that
crows "love being near people as
they are a source of food sup-
plies through discarded food”,

*Crows will eat dnything, o
the likelihood of diseases
sprending is there”
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Zoologist Dr Hafidzi Mohd Moor said
while culling is essential to keep their pop-
ulation in check, it = ot the solution to

the problem.

The associate professor at Universiti

Putra Malaysia said Malaysians
cannot escape the winged wver
min &% long &8 their cities are
dirty and garbage left lying
around.

“If we Fail to get our &t Lo
gether, we will have to deal with
them and they will rn'.l:l,ip|-:'::|nr.|
becmme a nulsance, as well as
start being ageressive.

“They will spread diseases. In
the United States, they werg
knowen to have spread the West
Mile virus, similar to what
caused the Japanese Em
cephalitis outbreak in
Malaysia," he said, adding that
they are usully Found in cities
due to the abundance of food
SOLCCES,

He said crows feom Sel Lanka
were introduced by coffee
planter John Edward Valentins
Carey on Pulan Carey in 1902 to
get rid of crop-eating insects,
but the birds became maore
populous instead.

In the Klang municipality,
there were an average of 7000
birds shot from 2010 to 2014,

In Kuala Lumpur, City Hall's

enforcement department shaots between

4400 and 5400 crows in 15w 13 op-

erations annually.

Other hotspots for crows include

Kuala Lumpur's City Hall enforcement department shoots between 4,400 and 5,400
crows in 13 o 18 operations anrnually. PIC BY MUHD ZAARA TARERIA

Bangsar in Kuala Lumpur,

Bukit Bandaraya Residents Assoctation
advizer Dratuk M| Ali said it is surprising
that q'a'gll_-.s, have jnat come to Bangsar as
crows and othervermin were profific inthe
neighbourhood,

“They don"t just hang
around the TMC area in Lucky
Garden where the wet market
iz They are spreading to sur-
rounding areas like Bukit Ban
daraya and Bangsar Park.

“Omne reason is because
shooting is ineffective:

“THe crows are finding other
fiood sources.

i “Come residents feed them
] / ag part of their custom.

D Hefidd=i Mahd “Just go to the back lanes
Noor where they do this and vow will
find pigeons, crows and rats.

“If |vou are wnlucky, you
might even find snakes.”

Alil who said he was not
againat such a custom, how-
ever, |said this should be car-
riedd aut in suitable places.

He called on City Hall to take
Botion ";n i','sl.lir..l_"_ SLMMOnSas
Lo regidents.

City Hall Health and Emvi
ronment directar Datim Dy
MNoor Akma Shabudin said i
the practice is found to be a
nuisance and a health hazard,
the authorities will be forced
Tn'ssuu_'-c-:,t-r.prll_lnrl.-e..

She said shooting s the only method of
control as using poison as bait poses arisk
to pets.

Akmer Shabudin




