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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY

USING TECH TO
BOOST RICE YIELD

Ministry aiming to
produce between 8 and
10 tonnes per hectare
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HE Agriculture and Agro-based

Industry Ministry is targeting

national padi production of be-

tween eight and 10 tonnes per
hectare in the future, said its minister,
Datuk Salahuddin Ayub.

He said the target could be achieved
through the use of technology and de-
ployment of manpower.

He said the boost in agricultural pro-
ductivity was part of the ministry’s vision

to increase the income of farmers, which
would contribute to the country’s gross
domestic product.

“l made an observation and have no in-
tention of denying efforts made by the
previous administration (in adopting tech-
nology in agriculture).

“However, we did not go far. Our padi
(production) is at three to four tonnes per
hectare. In China, Taiwan and Thailand,
the use of technology has improved padi
production to between eight and 10 tonnes
per hectare.

“If we look at Sekinchan and several padi
fields managed by Universiti Putra
Malaysia and Universiti Malaysia Kelan-
tan; the production has improved with the
assistance of technology and efficient hu-
man resources. -

“Through a strong team and the use of

_technology, we want our padi fields to pro-

duce the same large quantity of padi,” he

WITH
ANALYSTS

riffin
y at the CJ

lerday. PIC BY SYARAFIQ ABD

said in an interview with Malaysia Hari Ini

to promote the Malaysia Agriculture, Hor- .

ticulture and Agrotourism exhibition yes-
terday. i : 3
He said the use of agriculture technology

would increase the self-sufficiency rate
from 70 per cent to between 75 and 80 per
cent by 2023 and reduce the nation’s de-

_pendency on imported agriculture prod-

ucts. :
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