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Classical rhetoric which originated from the times of ancient scholars has now 
developed rapidly in discourse analysis. However, how rhetoric has managed to 
reveal the persuasive language in sermons is still in the motion of research. 
There is also limited attention on language and persuasion especially on Muslim 
thinkers. Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (1877-1960) was a prominent Muslim 
theologian and thinker of the late Ottoman and Modern Turkey whose writings 
are considered as influential, but studies on Nursi’s persuasive strategies are 
scarce. Therefore, this study attempts to explain the persuasive strategies used 
by Nursi in one of his writings which is Damascus Sermon (1911) delivered in 
the historic Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, Syria. More specifically, the 
objective of the current study is to analyse the rhetorical situation in reference to 
lexical signals, the rhetorical appeals and the conceptual metaphors used by 
Nursi as persuasive strategies. The interrelatedness of the rhetorical situation, 
rhetorical appeals and conceptual metaphors that effect persuasion is also 
analysed. A qualitative research method following an explanatory case study 
design based on Kinneavy's (1971) theory of discourse was used to analyse the 
Sermon. ATLAS.ti 7 was used for coding and categorising the data in this study. 
The theoretical perspectives include Bitzer's (1980) rhetorical situation 
consisting of exigence, audience and constraints; rhetorical appeals on ethical 
appeals (ethos), emotional appeals (pathos) and logical appeals (logos) based 
on classical rhetoric. Hoey's (2013) Problem-Solution pattern was used to 
analyse the lexical signals and Martin's (2000) inscribed and evoked appraisals 
were used to evaluate the pattern. Lakoff and Johnson's (2008) Conceptual 
Metaphor Theory was used to interpret the metaphorical linguistic expressions. 
The results revealed how persuasion was achieved by Nursi through the mode 
of thoughts and actions inherent in his language which created the driving force 
behind a mass of followers. They also revealed the recycling Problem-Solution 
pattern in the structure of the Sermon’s rhetorical situation, the effectiveness of 
Nursi’s interrelated rhetorical appeals and the conceptualisation of metaphors 
such as life, despair and love. The results showed that the awareness of the 
rhetorical situation, the inscribed and evoked appraisals, the correlated 
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rhetorical appeals and the metaphorical linguistic expressions from the 
conceptual metaphors interrelated effectively as Nursi’s persuasive strategies. 
Eventually, the findings showed the positive modification and Positive Evaluation 
in the Sermon are related to Nursi’s life-long principle of ‘positive action’ that 
reveals the themes of belief and freedom which convey the message of universal 
peace. These findings are expected to have implications for orators, educators, 
administrators, authors and experts in influencing their audience through 
persuasive strategies. Although this study has limitations as the focus is on 
rhetorical situation, lexical signals, invention and conceptual metaphors of a 
translated sermon, the findings are expected to help researchers in the areas of 
rhetoric and language studies. This study has theoretical contributions as the 
integrated theories and model from the rhetorical, linguistic and metaphorical 
perspectives used in analysing the Sermon can benefit orators and other 
researchers who are analysing sermons and other similar discourses.  
 
 
Keywords: Persuasive Strategies, Rhetorical Situation, Rhetorical Appeals, 
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, Damascus Sermon, Problem-Solution pattern, 
Conceptual Metaphor  
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NUR SAKINAH THOMAS BINTI ABDULLAH 
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Pengerusi :  Vahid Nimehchisalem, PhD 
Fakulti :  Bahasa Modern dan Kommunikasi 

Retorik klasik yang berasal daripada ulama silam kini telah berkembang pesat 
dalam analisis wacana. Namun, strategi yang membawa kejayaan retorik 
mengungkapkan bahasa persuasif dalam khutbah masih dikaji. Terdapat juga 
penelitian yang terbatas terhadap bahasa terutamanya retorik pujukan terhadap 
pemikir Islam. Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (tahun 1877-1960) adalah seorang ahli 
teologi dan pemikir Islam yang tersohor pada penghujung era Othmaniyah dan 
era Turki moden yang telah menghasilkan penulisan yang dianggap 
berpengaruh tetapi hanya sedikit kajian terhadap strategi persuasif yang 
digunakan oleh Nursi. Oleh itu, kajian ini cuba meneroka strategi persuasif yang 
digunakan oleh Nursi dalam salah satu penulisannya,  iaitu “Khutbah Damsyik” 
(1911) yang disampaikan di Masjid Umayyah yang penuh bersejarah di 
Damsyik, Syria. Secara khusus, objektif kajian ini adalah untuk menganalisis 
situasi retorik melalui isyarat leksikal, rayuan retorik, dan metafora konseptual 
yang digunakan oleh Nursi sebagai strategi persuasif. Hubung kait antara situasi 
retorik, rayuan retorik dan metafora konseptual yang memberikan kesan 
pujukan juga dikaji. Khutbah ini dianalisis  melalui kaedah kualitatif dengan reka 
bentuk kajian kes penghuraian berdasarkan teori wacana Kinneavy (1971). 
ATLAS.ti 7 digunakan untuk proses pengekodan dan pengkategorian data 
dalam kajian ini. Perspektif teori termasuk situasi retorik Bitzer (1980), yang 
terdiri daripada tuntutan, audiens dan kekangan; rayuan retorik terhadap rayuan 
etika (ethos), rayuan emosi (pathos), dan rayuan logik (logos) dengan 
berdasarkan retorik klasik. Pola penyelesaian masalah Hoey (2013) telah 
digunakan untuk menganalisis isyarat leksikal. Di samping itu, analisis pujian 
tersurat dan tersirat yang dicipta oleh Martin (2000) juga digunakan untuk 
menganalisis pola tersebut. Teori Metafora Konseptual Lakoff dan Johnson 
(1980) turut digunakan untuk mengenal pasti dan mentafsir ekspresi linguistik 
yang mengandungi unsur metafora. Hasil kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa Nursi 
telah berjaya untuk melakukan pujukan melalui mod pemikiran dan tindakan 
yang terkandung dalam bahasanya sehingga menjanakan kuasa pemacu 
pujukan bagi para pengikut beliau. Penemuan ini juga telah memaparkan kitaran 
pola penyelesaian masalah dalam struktur situasi retorik khutbah serta 
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keberkesanan hubung kait antara rayuan retorik Nursi dengan metafora 
konseptual seperti kehidupan, kemurungan dan cinta. Hasil kajian juga 
mendedahkan bahawa strategi persuasif Nursi menggunakan kesedaran 
terhadap situasi retorik, pujian yang tersirat dan tersurat, hubungan rayuan 
retorik dan ungkapan linguistik metafora daripada metafora konsepsual yang 
dihubung kait secara berkesan. Di samping itu, hasil kajian juga menunjukkan 
bahawa pengubahsuaian secara positif dan penilaian secara positif terhadap 
khutbah menjadi pirinsip pegangan sepanjang hayat Nursi yang dikenali sebagai 
tindakan positif dalam menyampaikan tema kepercayaan dan kebebasan yang 
menyerlahkan mesej keamanan sejagat. Penemuan ini dijangka dapat 
memberikan implikasi kepada pemidato, pendidik, pentadbir, pengarang dan 
pakar dalam mempengaruhi audiens melalui strategi persuasif. Walaupun kajian 
ini mempunyai batasan kerana hanya tertumpu kepada situasi retorik, isyarat 
leksikal,  dan metafora rekaan dan konseptual dalam Khutbah Damsyik yang 
telah diterjemahkan, hasil kajian ini turut dijangka dapat membantu penyelidik 
dalam bidang pengajian retorik dan bahasa. Kajian ini turut memberikan 
sumbangan teori kerana teori dan pendekatan bersepadu dari perspektif retorik, 
linguistik dan metafora yang telah digunakan dalam menganalisis Khutbah 
Damsyik tersebut boleh memberikan manfaat untuk pemidato dan para 
penyelidik yang turut melakukan analisis terhadap khutbah dan wacana yang 
serupa. 
 
 
Kata kunci: Strategi persuasif, situasi retorik, rayuan retorik, Bediuzzaman Said 
Nursi, khutbah Damsyik, pola penyelesaian masalah, metafora konseptual. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This study aims to explain Nursi’s Damascus Sermon, a persuasive discourse 
from the rhetorical, linguistic and metaphorical perspectives to reveal the use of 
language through persuasive strategies. It is based on an explanatory case 
study in a qualitative research method. This chapter begins with a review of the 
background of the study, justification of selecting Nursi’s Sermon and statement 
of the problem. It continues with objectives, research questions, rationale and 
significance of the study. The limitations of the study are also reviewed which is 
followed by the definitions of some of the terms and a summary in the final 
section.  
 

1.1 Background  

 
Classical rhetoric rooted from ancient times was introduced by ancient scholars 
and it has now developed vastly and rapidly in various discourses through 
contemporary research. Sermons can be considered as the classical text used 
since the ancient days which still survive in the field of classical rhetoric and are 
practiced today. Although sermons are preserved and analysed as classical 
practice, there is a need to analyse them rhetorically (Carsey, 2011). Sermons 
are persuasive speeches and preaching is inherently a form of rhetoric (McDill, 
2006). Sermons have special purpose and connection with divine inspiration 
(Enos, 2013). Moreover, rhetorical scholarship and methodology are crucial to 
comprehend the content and the structure of sermons (Kennedy, 2011). There 
is abundant scholarship on medieval Christian and Jewish sermons, but Islamic 
oratory has traditionally been excluded from the medieval sermon studies 
(Jones, 2013). Therefore, this study opens the door for an in-depth case study 
from the rhetorical, linguistic and metaphorical perspectives to elicit the 
uniqueness of language used as persuasive strategies employed by a prominent 
Muslim Turkish scholar and thinker.  

 
Rhetoric is considered as a specific cultural subset in general conceptions of the 
power of words and their potential to affect a situation in which they are used or 
received to control and influence the actions of others which can be done by the 
use of "signs," in speech or writing (Kennedy, 2009). Rhetoric is “the use of 
symbols to induce social action” (Hauser, 2000, p. 3). Rhetoric is “the ability to 
see, in any given case, the available means of persuasion” (Aristotle, 2007, p. 
60). Crowley and Hawhee (2004) investigated the interrelationship between 
classical and contemporary rhetoric. The classical rhetoric based on Aristotelian 
terms relies on artistic truths: ethical appeals (ethos), emotional appeals 
(pathos) and logical appeals (logos) however, the contemporary rhetoric relies 
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on science and facts or inartistic proofs. Welch (1990, p. 117) explains that the 
basic aim of classical rhetoric is “to show how to teach (docere), amuse 
(delectare) and touch (movere) the listeners by a speech as it is the 
demonstration of emotionality by the speaker that enables the audience to 
imagine certain feelings, attitudes and evaluations.” These classical and 
contemporary views about rhetoric signify that the rhetorical discourse is aiming 
at specific audience for specific reasons in specific situations. 

 
Furthermore, in analysing a sermon which is rhetorical, the situation that initiated 
the orator to produce and deliver the sermon is essential. Glenn et al. (1977) 
point out that in order to create persuasion, rhetorical situation should be 
considered by the writer. Moreover, Bitzer (1968) claims that a rhetorical 
situation must exist as a necessary condition for rhetorical discourse just as a 
question is a necessary condition for an answer. The presence of a rhetorical 
situation is a precondition of rhetorical discourse because the situation calls for 
a response (Bitzer, 1968). It is fundamental to analyse the rhetorical situation as 
it can depict more about the speakers, their situations and their persuasive 
intentions (Covino & Jolliffe, 1995). Thus, in rhetorical tradition through 
understanding an audience’s attitudes, expectations and needs, speakers can 
make the most effective use of their available means of persuasion to achieve a 
given purpose through effective use of language. 

 
Language and persuasion have relations in the rhetorical tradition. Fahnestock 
(2011) offers a renewed appreciation of the persuasive power of English 
language from the rhetorical tradition, as well as on newer approaches from 
linguistics and literary stylistics that can create effective communication. She 
illustrates the enduring usefulness of rhetoric that can have important changes 
in meaning and a persuasive effect on an audience. Her book celebrates the 
power and richness of rhetorically crafted language in the rhetorical tradition 
which involves language and persuasion. As this study focuses on the language 
used by an orator as a means of persuasive strategies in a sermon, the scope 
is narrowed down to analysing the rhetorical situation and the linguistic items in 
the structure of the sermon. It is followed by analysing the rhetorical appeals and 
the metaphorical linguistic expressions that effect persuasion.  

 
Hoey introduces the Problem-Solution (PS) structure or pattern which consists 
of “four main parts: Situation, Problem, Response/Solution and 
Evaluation/Result” (Hoey, 1994, p. 28). In analysing persuasion, textual 
patterning or structure can be used to explain how the writer projects himself in 
the text and how he establishes a convincing dialogue with the readers (Silver, 
2006). Flowerdew (2003) states the PS pattern focuses on lexical signals for 
realising the elements of the pattern. Hoey (1983) suggests that signalling 
involves a talk between the writer and the reader as the writer is telling the reader 
how to interpret the text. Thus, lexical signals facilitate in the interpretation of the 
text and eventually function as signposts which make it easier for the reader to 
evaluate the text.  
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Apart from that, theorists have proposed the role of metaphor which could be 
fruitfully used for persuasion (Sopory & Dillard, 2006). Lakoff and Johnson 
(2008) view metaphor as pervasive in thoughts and conceptual in nature as it is 
not simply a matter of linguistic expression, rather it helps to structure the way 
we understand concepts of thinking of one thing in terms of another. Their notion 
of conceptual metaphors has stimulated many linguistic and interdisciplinary 
studies on the role of metaphors, for example by Charteris-Black (2000), 
Henderson (1986) and Smith (1990). Conceptual metaphors can contribute to 
studies related with the intersection of language, cognition and society because 
according to Lakoff and Johnson (2008), the conceptual systems of cultures and 
religions tend to be metaphorical in nature. 

 
There are many religious figures who have influenced their audience in masses. 
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (1877-1960) can be considered as one of them as he 
is an influential Muslim theologian and thinker of the late Ottoman and Modern 
Turkey. Markham and Pirim (2013) argue that there is a need to understand the 
inspiration of people such as Nursi who is a remarkable thinker and writer behind 
a major Muslim community. Moreover, Nursi’s thoughts and writings arouse and 
draw millions of people within and outside Turkey (Turner & Horkuc, 2009). 
Although his followers who call themselves as the Nur community emerged and 
developed rapidly through his thoughts and writings, studies on persuasive 
strategies used by Nursi are scarce. Therefore, in this study one of Nursi’s 
persuasive discourses, Damascus Sermon, which was delivered 106 years ago 
in Syria, is chosen as it is a classical heritage which is still being read today. This 
study is an attempt to analyse and explain Nursi’s persuasive strategies through 
an integrated analytical framework using Bitzer's (1968, 1980) rhetorical 
situation theory, classical rhetorical appeals rooted from Aristotle, Hoey's (2013) 
PS pattern, Martin's (2000) inscribed and evoked appraisals and Lakoff and 
Johnson's (2008) Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT).  
 

1.2 Justification  

 
The justification of selecting Damascus Sermon should be considered, so in this 
section a brief description of the author and the Sermon are discussed. 
 

1.2.1 A Brief Description of the Author 

 
Nursi was born in one of the humble dwellings in the village of Nurs, in the city 
of Bitlis, Turkey in 1877. Vahide (2012) wrote a comprehensive intellectual 
biography of Nursi and stated about his exceptional intelligence, understanding 
and talents. Vahide mentions that Nursi was known as a scholar who had 
eventually earned the name Bediuzzaman (wonder of the age) based on his 
exceptional ability and extended learning. Abu-Rabi’ (2003) wrote that Nursi’s 
hope in his early life was to save the Ottoman Empire from collapse as he 
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disagreed with the vision of a secular nation but he was condemned to a life of 
exile and imprisonment because he was deemed as a potential threat to the 
modern Republic. This situation has inspired Nursi to write the thoughts that 
formed the basis of a faith community that would not only preserve Islam in 
Turkey but eventually inspire millions throughout the Muslim world through his 
writings (Abu-Rabi,’ 2003).  

 
According to Vahide (2012), there is a considerable amount of material 
published that exists in Western languages on scholars such as Jamal al-Den 
al-Afghane, Sir Ahmad Khan, Muhammad ‘Abduh, Rashed Rida, Muhammad 
Iqbal and other leading intellectuals in the Muslim world, so it is high time for 
Nursi to be included among these figures. His lifetime spanned the final decades 
of the caliphate and Ottoman Empire; its collapse and the World Wars were the 
situations that made him struggle actively to save belief in the cause of Islam 
through his writings which eventually involve social interactions with the 
community of believers. Vahide (1995) comments on Nursi’s struggle in the 
Ottoman army to repulse the Russian invasion of Turkey in World War 1, but 
later he realises that the days of “the struggle (jihad) of the sword” are over and 
it is time for believers to be involved in “jihad of the words” through persuasion.  

 
In Nursi’s view, persuasion is the most important aspect in writing as he believes 
that this is the way practiced by the civilised world until on one occasion he says 
the way to defeat civilised people is the way of persuasion (Nursi, 2012). Sairi's 
(2012) findings revealed one of Nursi’s methods to gain influence is through his 
advice which consists of metaphors. Yusoff et al. (2014) revealed in their findings 
that Nursi’s charisma and leadership attracted many scholars and the masses 
of his time even after his death in 1960. According to charismatic leadership 
theory by Bligh and Kohles (2009), personal appeals of a leader can generate 
support and excitement amongst his followers. A Quranic verse that inspires 
Nursi states: “Invite (all) to the way of thy Lord with wisdom and beautiful 
preaching and argue with them in ways that are best and most gracious for thy 
Lord knows best, who have strayed from His path, and who receive guidance” 
(Quran 16: 125). Therefore, it is worth to study how Nursi uses language to 
influence his audience through persuasion. 
 

1.2.2 The Damascus Sermon 

 
The Damascus Sermon or ‘Hutbe-i Şâmiye’ is an Arabic Friday Sermon (khutba) 
delivered by Nursi in the spring of 1911 during the critical social and moral 
conditions in the final era of Ottoman Empire through the insistence of scholars 
in Damascus. The Sermon was translated into Turkish by Nursi in 1950 with 
some addition on the light of developments and was published in his Treatise of 
Light (Risale-i Nur), which is a six-thousand-words commentary of the Quran 
(Vahide, 2012). The rationales of selecting this Sermon are explained in the next 
paragraphs. 
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The Risale-i Nur can be considered as a collection of sermons from the 
dictations of an inspired mind written during times of hardship and Damascus 
Sermon is included in this collection (Iqbal, 2002, 2012). It is a sermon on hope 
based on the commentary of a verse, “Do not despair of God’s mercy” (Quran 
39:53). Nursi diagnoses the maladies that had afflicted Muslims and 
passionately appeals to his audience to act resolutely to change their conditions 
(Iqbal, 2002, 2012). In the Sermon, Nursi conveys six ‘Words’ as the solution 
taken from the Quran as the cure for the “six dire sicknesses” (Vahide, 1995a). 
These six ‘Words’ are taken from the lessons that Nursi has learned from the 
Quran for the spiritual sicknesses caused by “despair and hopelessness, death 
of truthfulness, love of enmity, not knowing luminous bonds, despotism and 
individualism” (Nursi, 2012, p. 26).  
 

According to the publisher’s preface to the Sermon’s English translated version, 
Nursi delivers it at the historic Umayyad Mosque to a gathering “of ten thousand, 
including one hundred scholars and the text was later printed twice in one week” 
(Nursi, 2012, p. 13). The Sermon which was delivered a century ago has become 
increasingly significant in this decade (Ahmad & Hashim, 2011). It can be 
considered as influential as his other works because it is still appealing and it 
attracts a vast number of readers until the present day. Nursi extended his 
messages of his Sermon in his Risale-i-Nur writings which provide the later 
generation references to various disciplines. This reflects the strength of the 
Sermon which manages to influence his audience because of the power of 
language that resides in the discourse. Moreover, the aim of rhetoric is to 
distribute the power that resides in the language (Crowley & Hawhee 2004).   

 
Michel (2005), a prominent scholar on Muslim-Christian understanding offers his 
reflections on Nursi’s Sermon in order to call for mutual consultation between 
Christians and Muslims. Michel, in his book, Said Nursi’s views on Muslim-
Christian understanding claims that he is attracted to Nursi’s strong rejection of 
violence. People who have the awareness and knowledge of rhetoric know how 
to consider their point of views and will not resort to violence  (Crowley & 
Hawhee, 2004). A basic formula which relates to Cicero’s oration and Aristotle’s 
rhetorical appeals was suggested by Rank (1988, p. 10) for persuasive 
discourse which includes “attention-getting, confidence-building, desire-
stimulating, urgency-stressing and response-seeking.” Advertisement, 
propaganda, political rhetoric and religious sermons are obvious examples of 
persuasive discourse (Hardin, 2010). Lakoff (1982) defined persuasive 
discourse as “the nonreciprocal attempt or intention of one party to change the 
behaviour, feelings, intentions or viewpoints of another by communicative 
means” (cited in Lin, 2005, p. 77). Nursi’s Sermon meets the criteria of a 
persuasive discourse. Therefore, Damascus Sermon can be considered as a 
persuasive discourse because Nursi uses his persuasive strategies to appeal to 
his audience. 
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1.3 Statement of Problem 

 
Sermons, particularly those delivered by Muslim thinkers, have received limited 
attention from rhetorical, linguistic and metaphorical perspectives. This has 
caused a problem as there is paucity in analysing sermons from these 
perspectives. The importance of the relationship between language and 
persuasion and the studies on a clear explication of theories are also worth 
considering as they have received inadequate attention. Specifically, the 
consideration on the lexis that signals the rhetorical situation, the 
interrelatedness of rhetorical appeals and the metaphorical linguistic 
expressions as a means of persuasive strategies in sermons are needed as 
there is little attention paid to them. Therefore, this study attempts to address 
these problems. 

 
In discourse, linguistic performances are essential for high success and overall 
persuasiveness (Charteris-Black, 2011). Research on persuasive discourse has 
developed over the past 25 years, but more research is needed on how 
persuasion is achieved (Azadeh & Sathi, 2014).  Moreover, there is still lack of 
substantial knowledge about the importance of the relationship between 
language and persuasion (Dillard & Pfan, 2014). A review of past studies related 
to persuasive discourse reveals that there is paucity of studies on a clear 
explication of theories, some did not fully discuss issues within the theories and 
some were confined to a single theory to explore the multifaceted phenomenon 
of the discourse (Azadeh &  Sathi, 2014).  

 
Apart from that, there is limited research in the area of English language in 
sermon contexts, so further research is needed to consider the impact on the 
content, usage and meanings of lexis because sermons are found to have 
peculiarities and religious language embodies useful language insights 
(Esimaje, 2014). Sermons are engaging as they occupy the crossroad of orality 
and literacy (Claridge & Wilson, 2002). Moreover, sermons have so far attracted 
very little linguistic attention and the paucity of research information on the 
linguistic significance is clearly evidenced by the minimal literature about them 
(Esimaje, 2014).   

 
Sermons in the medieval Middle East pose subsequent methodological 
problems due to the dispersed nature and the paucity of creativity to extract 
information for interpretation (Jones, 2013). The limited rhetorical research on 
sermons is due to the delicate interpretations, thus further research has been 
suggested for a more detailed analysis (Slone, 2009). The abundant scholarship 
on medieval Christian and Jewish sermons was voiced out by Jones and she 
considered the significance of sermons in the medieval Islamic world (Daniella, 
2014). Research on the linguistic dimensions of Christian and Islamic sermons 
revealed that religious sermons convey sacred messages and these sermons 
use different contextual structures (Acheoah & Abdulraheem, 2015). The nature 
of religious language was examined by Thompson (2003) who detects the 
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existence of a specific use of language which is used to express or describe 
religious experiences, practices or beliefs. Moreover, Alkhirbash (2010) states 
that more research in the field of rhetoric which focuses on the language of 
persuasion is needed to provide better insights that can contribute in developing 
effective persuasive skills. 

 
Apart from that, based on literature reviews, many rhetorical studies have 
isolated the role of language in the rhetorical situation of persuasive discourse. 
As rhetoricians have largely overlooked or dismissed the role of rhetorical 
language in rhetorical situation, Neel (2012) analysed a sermon through a 
classical rhetorical theory and found the significance of studying rhetorical 
situation. The rhetorical situation is always crucial for speeches (Corbett & 
Connors, 1999; McKee, 2003). According to Bitzer, a work is considered 
rhetorical because it is a response to a situation and he commented that many 
major theorists have not treated rhetorical situation thoroughly as a distinct 
subject in rhetorical theory; they ignored it or discussed it indirectly (Bitzer, 
1968).   

 
Besides that, there is considerable research on metaphors in religious discourse 
but there is still a gap on how the cognitive function of metaphors is conceptually 
applied in understanding the spiritual domains of the complex and abstract ideas 
(Sani & Ruma, 2014). Moreover, they mention that there is a need for further 
studies on the persuasive functions of metaphor to make these beliefs concrete 
and comprehensible to the readers in similar discourses. Smith and Campbell 
(2009) observe that there is lack of attention concerning metaphors in sermons 
as homileticians have not kept pace with social science researchers in the study 
of metaphor, thus there is a need for future studies on metaphor and its relation 
to preaching. Metaphor has a long history as a persuasive device, so persistent 
research on metaphor will contribute to its effective use in influencing 
persuasion, thus future research is needed (Sopory & Dillard, 2006). In addition, 
metaphor plays an essential role as it is credited with the magnitude to create 
new knowledge, structure and transform as well as to evoke emotions and 
influence evaluation (Aristotle, 1952; Black, 1962; Lakoff & Turner, 1989). Thus, 
metaphor functions as a persuasive tool in religious discourse, however there is 
still inadequate attention from linguistic scholars in similar discourses (Okafor, 
2014). 

 
Studies on rhetorical analysis today still focus more on Western countries and 
these have left a lack of knowledge about the rhetorical techniques and the mode 
of persuasion especially on non-Western communities (Alkhirbash et al., 2014). 
Prominent leaders in history influenced the masses of people through 
persuasive strategies and the power of language is revealed by previous 
researchers. However, a limited number of studies focuses on the language and 
persuasion on Muslim thinkers. Alkhirbash et al. also mentioned that there is a 
scarcity of studies on language and persuasion especially on religious 
speeches. The Friday sermon (khutba) is rarely considered as a topic worthy of 
in-depth study although it is singled out because of its quintessential 
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characteristic (Jones, 2013). Furthermore, in order to comprehend the content 
and the structure of a sermon, Kennedy (2011) asserts that rhetorical 
scholarship and methodology are crucial while Carsey (2011) claims that there 
is a need to analyse sermons rhetorically. Although sermons have rhetorical 
power that unlocks the key to people’s perceptions of religion, there still remains 
a scarcity of attention for too long so it is imperative to examine their persuasive 
tools, rhetorical structure and language choice (Slone, 2009).   

 
Consequently, there is little research that analyses persuasive discourse 
especially from the rhetorical, linguistic and metaphorical perspectives in 
sermons. There is also scarcity of studies on language and persuasion 
especially on religious speeches in English language. Therefore, this study aims 
to fill the gaps by analysing a Muslim thinker’s persuasive strategies in his 
sermon from the perspectives mentioned above using an integrated method of 
analysis.  
 

1.4 Objectives 

 
In this research, Nursi’s well-known Damascus Sermon, a persuasive discourse, 
delivered in the historic Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, Syria in 1911 is 
rhetorically analysed. The main objective is to explain the persuasive strategies 
used by Nursi in his Sermon from a rhetorical perspective through language 
usage. More specifically, this research attempts to investigate the rhetorical, 
linguistic and metaphorical elements in an orator’s persuasive strategies. 
Therefore, the following objectives will be addressed: 

1. To identify the rhetorical situation by analysing the lexical signals using textual 
patterning; 

2. To analyse the three dimensions of rhetorical appeals which are ethical 
appeals (ethos), emotional appeals (pathos) and logical appeals (logos);  

3. To analyse the conceptual metaphors present in the Sermon and  
4. To explain how Nursi’s rhetorical situation is interrelated to his rhetorical 

appeals and conceptual metaphors. 
 

1.5 Research Questions 

 
This research answers these questions: 
 

1. How does Nursi’s rhetorical situation awareness influence his audience 
          a)   in the dimensions of exigence, audience and constraints and 
          b)   in reference to lexical signals manifested through the PS pattern?  

2. How does Nursi make use of rhetorical appeals to influence his audience in 
the dimensions of ethos, pathos and logos?  

3. How does Nursi use conceptual metaphors in his Sermon to persuade his 
audience? 
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4. How is Nursi’s awareness of rhetorical situation, rhetorical appeals and 
conceptual metaphors interrelated to effect persuasion? 

1.6 Rationale 

 
In today’s world, there is a need to study sermons as they play a very important 
role in bringing universal moral values that relate to universal peace in social 
context through the functions of religious norms. Durkheim (1965) states three 
main functions of religion. Firstly, social cohesion as religion unites people 
through values and makes organised social life possible as religious life covers 
the dimensions of love, moral and emotional ties among humans. Secondly, 
social control as every society uses religious justification and thirdly providing 
meaning and purpose which can strengthen people and make them less despair 
when they confront calamities through religious awareness. 

 
Jones (2013) wrote on the relevance of the power of Muslim oratory for 
transmitting religious knowledge and inculcating moral values in societies. Her 
book discusses the relevance of Islamic sermons which focus on rhetorical 
features as the ‘central jewel’ of Islamic prose, the eloquent of Muslim orators 
and the significance of rhetorical strategies as a means of persuasion. Jones 
claims that the transformative power of eloquent speech since the prophets’ 
days is still cultivated and developed continuously by orators. She also states 
that observers are beginning to recognise about the role of Friday Sermon 
(khutba) in bringing successful pervasive changes in societies against social 
illnesses like injustice and despotism. It is because the persuasive power of the 
orators through their sermons involves social relations as it relates to ritual 
performances by calling the audience to act in a meaningful and effective way. 
According to Jones again, orators understood the requirement of rhetorical 
techniques as a means of appealing to their audience ethically, emotionally and 
logically as sermons are essential for inculcating proper morality and channeling 
collective sentiments towards meaningful actions. Jones states that the study of 
sermons must combine the language and rhetorical features that call the 
audience to take actions as she quotes a description about a Muslim preacher, 
“he cried and made others cry whenever he preached” (p. 232).  

 
Qamar-ul Huda, the editor of Crescent and Dove, a ground-breaking book, 
discusses on the issues of peace and conflict resolution in Islam in order to 
explain the concepts of peace-making in Muslim community from the 
perspectives of Muslim scholars and peace building practitioners. The writers 
express that Muslims, Christians and adherents of other religions are deeply in 
need of global peace. The book includes Nursi’s peace building efforts and 
Saritoprak (2010) discusses on Nursi’s essential practices of love, compassion 
and nonviolence. He considers Nursi as one of the most influential Muslim 
peacemakers in the twentieth century as Nursi is against oppression and 
strongly supports justice and upholds the sense of humanity. Nursi also displays 
respect for other traditions and supports the idea of positive characteristics and 
gives examples of how negative characteristics can be destructive.  
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According to Michel (2005) Nursi expresses his desire for universal peace for 
millions of people around the world as he has witnessed the suffering, anguish, 
and destruction brought by the two World Wars. Nursi asserts in his Damascus 
Sermon about the task Muslims need to carry out by God’s will through Islamic 
strength and he is optimistic that the virtues of civilisation will prevail and 
universal peace will be secured (Nursi, 2012). Moreover, Michel says the noble 
task that Nursi envisions for Muslims must be shared by Christians and all those 
who worship, love and obey God. Michel adds it is Nursi’s conviction that Islam 
needs to play a role of peacemaker in the world today as universal peace is not 
only a human desire, but a vocation given to all people of faith by God. Michel 
affirms that Damascus Sermon is relevant in the 21st century as Nursi provides 
the solution for the spiritual weaknesses of Muslim societies that affect their 
social lives and these solutions can also benefit Christian societies which 
eventually make Nursi a remarkable contributor in peace building. In Damascus 
Sermon, Nursi attempts to address the spiritual sicknesses of the society as he 
uses positive prognoses that affirm a cure for the maladies of the age (Michel, 
2005). 

 
Nursi asserts the bond within Islam is strong enough to unite millions of people 
globally within a real civilisation which has the strength that can never be 
destroyed (Nursi, 2012). According to Nursi, the Islamic world’s progress is 
achieved by adherence to the truths of Islam which brings peace by shaping 
morality (Fadel & Tatari, 2016). Nursi went through situations which have 
affected the world like the World Wars, collapses of Ottoman Empire, 
colonisation, emergence of various ideologies and materialism (Markham & 
Pirim, 2013). Nursi was very concerned of the challenges faced by believers and 
the Muslim community in particular, so he gives solutions to the growing 
problems towards humanity and world peace (Abdul Latheef, 2014). Nursi 
conveys the message of true peace through his effective writings to overcome 
internal and external challenges faced by Muslims and the world as he advises 
on submitting and worshipping God (Obaidullah, 2015). Therefore, Nursi’s 
appeals in his writings bring religious awareness and he is able to influence his 
audience to adhere to the religious norms which include upholding moral virtues 
that can bring peace not only to a particular society but also to the entire world.  
 

1.7 Significance 

 
The study will contribute to the work of classical rhetoric studies in speech writing 
in general and narrowly to religious sermons by bringing awareness that 
language plays a crucial role in persuasive strategies. This analysis will also add 
to the body of knowledge by analysing the past and present manifestation of 
rhetorical studies and the contemporary notion of rhetorical situation which 
relates to the classical notion of rhetorical appeals in this Sermon.  
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This study is expected to shed light on the further clarification of rhetorical 
discourse and complement the research into the PS pattern by using inscribed 
and evoked appraisals to evaluate the elements of the pattern. It is expected to 
provide more information about the pattern from the perspective of lexical signals 
in the language of persuasion. According to McCarthy (1991), finding patterns in 
texts is a matter of interpretation by the reader making use of clues and signals 
provided by the author. The PS pattern provides some knowledge through 
signals and it is a useful means for the educators to aid in enhancing students’ 
writing practices for effective results. Thus, this study will contribute to the field 
of language studies as it aims to explain further how the lexical signals are 
evaluated through textual patterning in a persuasive discourse. According to 
Charteris-Black (2011), language is crucial in the arts of persuasion and 
impression management through which leadership is performed. Moreover, the 
phenomenon of evaluation still remains the most unexplored territory within 
linguistics (Bednarek, 2006). 

 
This study will also contribute to conceptual metaphor theory as it also analyses 
how metaphorical linguistic expressions function within a persuasive discourse. 
Metaphorical language use is pervasive as suggested by linguistic studies 
(Deignan 2005; Semino, 2008). The rhetorical usefulness of metaphor depends 
on its function to reveal the specific qualities in order to influence the audience.  

 
This study also attempts to contribute to the awareness of persuasive discourse 
in the education system as persuasion is integral to reading and writing in school 
and beyond. Newell and colleagues argue “the ability to compose a high-quality 
argument in writing is critical skills for academic success” (Newell et al., 2011, 
p. 273). Besides that, persuasive text features prominently in English curriculum 
and assessment in English-speaking countries and also in language teaching as 
well as testing international students (Coffin, 2004). According to Hosman 
(2014), one of the most critical elements in a persuasive message is language. 
It is because the use of language in persuasive contexts has important 
implications for persuasive processes.  

 
The understanding of rhetorical traditions is important as the power of 
persuasive language is crucial in making the audience comprehend the 
discourse very well. It can also create awareness among speakers, readers, 
writers of the importance and effectiveness of persuasive strategies that can 
influence their audience. This rhetorical analysis is expected to contribute in 
comprehending sermons and other similar persuasive discourses from a new 
perspective through the insights of a classical Sermon. Therefore, this study 
focuses on uncovering Nursi’s persuasive strategies which have been 
influencing the masses of followers until the present day. It will help readers to 
have a better understanding of the rhetorical situation, PS pattern, rhetorical 
appeals and metaphorical linguistic expressions in sermons. It will also shed 
light to the insights of Nursi’s other writings and similar discourses. 
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1.8 Limitations and Scope  

 
This study was limited to the rhetorical situation, rhetorical appeals and 
conceptual metaphors employed by Nursi. It is based on one of Nursi’s writings 
which is a sermon, so his other main writings which include his magnum opus, 
Risale i Nur as mentioned by Vahide (2012) are not covered.  

 
This study also focuses only on one of the canons of rhetoric which is invention. 
According to Arefsky (1994), Cicero made five canons of rhetoric namely; 
invention, arrangement, style, memory and delivery. Invention is the rhetorical 
appeals which consist of ethical appeals (ethos), emotional appeals (pathos) 
and logical appeals (logos). The focus of this study is limited to invention and it 
considers ethos, pathos and logos as persuasive techniques Nursi uses to 
influence his audience. Ethos is achieved by the speaker’s credibility, pathos is 
achieved by arousing and engaging the audience’s emotions while logos is 
logical reasoning that draws to valid conclusion.  

 
Furthermore, this study focused on the PS pattern model in analysing the textual 
patterning in the Sermon’s rhetorical situation which focuses on lexical 
signalling. Thus, it did not include other patterns like Goal-Achievement pattern, 
Opportunity-Taking pattern, Desire Arousal-Fulfillment pattern or Gap in 
Knowledge-Filling pattern. Moreover, it is also confined to structural metaphor 
which does not include orientation or ontological types of metaphors. 

 
Therefore, this study was confined to analysing lexical signalling which was 
identified using PS pattern in the rhetorical situation, the integration of ethos, 
pathos, logos and also the metaphorical linguistic expressions. Although the 
scope of this study is within the rhetorical, linguistic and metaphorical elements 
that are used as tools for persuasion, the study attempts to reveal the 
significance of  the interrelatedness of these elements for effective persuasion 
in sermons and other similar persuasive discourses. 
 

1.9 Definitions of Terms  

 
Prior to reviewing the related literature in the following chapter, the terms related 
to this study are defined both conceptually and operationally in this section. 
 

1.9.1 Rhetoric 

 
The concept of rhetoric can be generally defined as an art or a style of speaking 
or writing effectively that is intended to influence and impress people (Macmillan, 
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2015). Within the scope of this study, rhetoric refers to Aristotle, Cicero and 
Quintilian’s views. Aristotle defines rhetoric as the art, faculty, or "ability, in each 
particular case, to see the available means of persuasion" (Aristotle, 2007, p.60). 
Aristotle also regards rhetoric as the ability of orators to persuade their audience 
without resorting to coercion or threat (Connor, 1996). The notion of rhetoric is 
referred by Cicero (cited in Gill and Whedbee, 1997) as speaking with 
knowledge, skill and elegance and also Quintilian (cited in Burke, 1969) as 
revealing eloquence and moral attributes.  
 

1.9.2 Sermon 

 
The concept of sermon can be defined as an address of religious instruction or 
exhortation; a written version of a serious speech, especially one administering 
reproof (Collins, 2015). Within the scope of this study, sermon is defined as a 
persuasive speech. A sermon is clarified as a persuasive speech, intended to 
declare the ideas from religious Scriptures and also to persuade the hearers to 
accept those ideas and act on them (McDill, 2006). The sermon used in this 
study is a Friday Sermon (khutbah) which is a weekly Friday ritual speech 
presented by Muslim religious scholars to a vast congregation in mosques. 
 

1.9.3 Persuasion  

 
Persuasion can be defined conceptually as the act of causing people to do or 
believe something; it is the act of persuading people, a particular type of belief 
or way of thinking (Merriam-Webster, 2015). In this study, persuasion is 
considered according to classical and contemporary views. Aristotle mentions 
that persuasion is achieved by the speaker's personal character when the 
speech is spoken as to make us think of the speaker as credible while Cicero’s 
principle of persuasion is rooted in developing and expressing a thorough 
understanding of the audience (Crowley & Hawhee, 2004). In contemporary 
definition, communication scholars consider persuasion as a symbolic process 
involving words in rich language. The writer tries to convince people to change 
their attitudes regarding an issue through the transmission of a message relayed 
interpersonally by domains of social influence that contain attitude-altering 
messages in an atmosphere of free choice (Perloff, 2003).  
 

1.9.4 Rhetorical Situation 

 
The concept of rhetorical situation can be defined as to what prods or inspires 
communication: a pressing need, a conventional ceremony, a specific intention 
as rhetoric focuses on communication in a context (Rheotricae,  2008). Thus, 
the rhetorical situation has so much to do with the nature of those who listen or 
read discourse. The audience becomes a principal term in understanding 
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rhetoric as it is concerned with directing one's words with specific purposes 
towards specific audience. In this study, rhetorical situation refers to the 
dimensions of exigence, audience and constraints as stated by Bitzer (1968, 
1980) that serve to create a moment suitable for a rhetorical response which is 
rooted from Aristotle’s Rhetoric and Cicero’s De Oratore. Bitzer (1968) gave 
some examples of the presence of rhetorical situation which are Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address and Churchill’s Address. 
 

1.9.5 Rhetorical Appeals 

 
Rhetorical appeals are modes that can appeal to character, emotions and 
reasoning. Within the scope of this study, rhetorical appeals consist of the 
classical rhetoric theory from Aristotle. The dimensions of the rhetorical appeals 
are ethical appeals (ethos), emotional appeals (pathos) and logical appeals 
(logos). Ethos is analysed through the features of good sense, good moral 
character and good will. Pathos is analysed through the figures of pathos which 
are enargeia for descriptive expressions, energeia for energetic expressions and 
honorific for language of praise and respect. Logos is analysed through 
rhetorical devices which consist of enthymeme, rhetorical examples, rhetorical 
questions, syllogism, maxims and signs. The features of ethos, figures of pathos 
and rhetorical devices of logos are according to the classical terms stated by 
Crowley and Hawhee (2004). 
 

1.9.6 Textual Pattern 

 
A textual pattern is an important tool to process a text as it helps to navigate the 
readers (Coulthard et al., 2000). There are three major common textual patterns 
and they are classified as follows: PS pattern, Claim-Counterclaim and General-
Specific (Hoey, 1994; McCarthy, 2001). According to Hoey (2013), the process 
of reading and writing in any discourse is based on textual patterns of 
organisation through the interaction between the writer and the reader. In this 
study, PS pattern is used to analyse the textual pattern in the Sermon’s rhetorical 
situation. The PS pattern is one of the most common patterns in English written 
texts which is proposed by Michel Hoey in 1983 and it was refined in 2001. The 
Situation in the text  provides a context for the pattern; the Problem or aspect of 
a Situation requiring a Response/Solution; the Response/Solution to the 
Problem and an Evaluation/Positive result (Hoey, 2013). This study also 
analyses the lexical signals in the PS pattern. 
 

1.9.7 Lexical Signals 

 
Lexical signals in discourse function as signposts and make it easier for the 
reader to discover how the different parts fit together. There are two types of 
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lexical signals; they are as follows: items that indicate semantic rhetorical 
organisation (example: PS pattern) and items that reveal to the pragmatic 
rhetorical development of the discourse (Van Dijk, 1980). The first type of lexical 
signals is used in this study and they consist of content words: nouns, verbs, 
adjective and adverbs, as they carry the meaning. The lexical signals are based 
on Martin's (2000) inscribed (explicit) and evoked (implicit) appraisals for the 
purpose of this study.  
 

1.9.8 Conceptual Metaphor 

 
Metaphors allow us to understand one domain of experience in terms of another. 
In this study, metaphor is viewed as a matter of conceptual structure. According 
to Lakoff and Johnson (2008), conceptual metaphors are metaphors that have 
structured the ordinary conceptual system of our culture which is reflected in our 
everyday language. “Conceptual metaphor is an abstract mapping which 
connects two distinct conceptual domains” (Lakoff, 1993, p. 208). The 
metaphorical linguistic expressions from the source domain are structured into 
the target domain (Kövecses 2010). For example, in the conceptual metaphor 
LOVE IS A JOURNEY, the target domain is LOVE while JOURNEY represents the 
source domain. Lakoff and Johnson (1980) mention that love is understood in 
terms of a journey and a set of systematic correspondences is established: “the 
lovers correspond to the travellers” (pp. 44-45). In this study, the metaphorical 
entailments are also considered. These entailments are the rich additional 
knowledge about a source domain that is mapped into a target domain 
(Kövecses, 2002). 
 

1.10 Summary 

 
This chapter outlined the background of the study and justification of selecting 
Damascus Sermon as an introduction. The problems were stated in the 
statement of problem section which included the issues about the paucity in 
analysing sermons as well as the limited number of studies done on language 
and persuasion. Next, the four research questions were stated to meet the 
objectives of the study. The rationale and the significance of the study were also 
included to indicate its importance although there were limitations. The chapter 
closed with the definitions of the terms used in this study which included rhetoric, 
sermon, persuasion, rhetorical situation, rhetorical appeals, textual pattern, 
lexical signals and conceptual metaphor.  
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