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FOUR, of artist Yari Azzari's art-
wotks adorn Towch ‘nGo cards.
O depicts 4 masque and another
the verandah of a kampung house.
The other two are ahstract art-

wiarks, with bald strokes of ocodours,

Turi has alse collaborated with
local fitmess appare] brand Fit
Rebel: it has incorpataed nwo of
Yurds artwork into its fitness wark-
out pants.

recogniton of Yarts tabent
mesans & lot bo hirm and his Gamily
for it pawes the way for the
2E-year-old ardst 1o be independ-
anl. E

Yuri has moderate autism, and
art is a powerful medium of com-
munication for him.

“Since young, Yuri has always
been interested in art. Besides
painng, he enjoys skerching
=aill life, buildings and
nature. Although he is
unable 1o commant-
cate much, Tam
happy Yuri has
found a way to
Interact
through his art
wWorks,” 5O¥F
Yaris mother Dr
Che An Abdul Ghand,
56,

Yuri was diagnosed with
autism at two years ald.
D Che An Sus-
pected some-
thing was
apniss with
her tad-
dler son
as he
rarely

'

Dr Che An and her hudband hawe been Yurd's pillar of strength, helping him owercome his challenges. — Photos: FAIHAN GHANIS THs Star
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Painting with different strokes

In conjunction with International Day of Persons With Disabilities celebrated earlier this
week on Dec 3, Star? highlights a mother’s dedication in nurturing her son's artistic skills.

roade eve contact and had delayed
speech. She and her hushand Yori
Zaharin ook Yori for tesring, and
the news that their son had autism
altered the course of their lives for-
EVET.

“Likoe rv0st parents, T was sur-

*furi's abstract art work, Flash Fire lefth and The Aloming
Chilkes-are featured on Tawch 'n Go pre-paid cands.

prised to hear my eldest child's
diagniosts. Omce reality sunk in, I
ook it in my stride. My hushand
and I felt it was important to help
Yuri overcome his challenges,”
says Or Che An, a senlor lecourer at
‘Tniversiti Purra Malaysia in
Serdang, Selangor

In 2000, she completed her FhD
In Commundcation Disorder, specif-

ically in autism.

“1 decided o pursue this subject
rnarter fior my doctorate becanse
Turi is awtistic, It is something
clese to my heart and [ wanted to
learn more aboat social comemuni-
cantion skills, language impairment
and speech soumnd disorders im
children with awtism.”

Alrhowgh Yorf is & medinm-fone-
tioning person with autism, his
parents opted to bring him up as
naermal as pogsible. He went
through the mainstrearm educlion
systemn right up to Form Five. For
UPSE, he soored 6D0: and 1C. In
PME, he made his parents proad

by scoring a B for his history
T

paper.

WHhile he straggled to cormmu-
nicate, he ma to get along
well with his peers. School taught
hirm independence and social
skills ™ explaing D Che An, who
alsooenrolled Yuri for h thera-
Py, water therapy, art classes and
acrupattonal therapy m help him
cope with and overcome his wari-

ous challemges.

Exploring Yuri's talent

Like all parents, Dr Che An wor-
ried abont Yord's firnure, and what
he wounkd do after completng his
secondany education. The mother
of five comternplated vocational
raining for her som, specifically in
baking, lanndry and housekesping.

But she followed her instincts
and decided to nurnare Yoris inci--
NN Towards ares.

To increase her son's independ:
ence and o provide him with arts-

tic training, she signed Yord up for
art lessons with artist Raja Azhar
Idris i 2008. She hopes thar some
day Yuri woudd be ahle 1o earn an
imcome through painting.

“Having Haja Azhar as a teacher
has been a hlessing. Through art
lessiomes, Yurd learnt how to irmprasve
his mamal dexterity and coordina-
ton, attention span and self-ex-
presion. The lessons have ako
developed in Yuri a sense of pride
and accomplishment in his art-
wiorks,™ says Dr Che An.

Raja Azhar describes Yord as an
intelligent, loving, talented and cre-
ative student.

“He is very confident with his
lines and sketches. He can paint
any subject matter. And his calour
choices are beyond oy inaginag-
tion.

“He is 50 brawe and confident
with his colour chvices,” says the
award-winning artis who mns his
workshop in Bukit Antamabangsa,
Kuala Lumpur.

Furi’s range is wide — he does
abstract painting and also Fgura
tive works. He paints nature as
wedl as architecmure.

Faxja Axhar, who has six students
with autism, appredates his special
students” unique perspectives. He
abserves that they are nclined
towards music and art.

“Mly special students are very
amart and artentve. They have
thisir oy distinet and spectal
imagination, Take Yuri, for exam-
ple. He loves music and art. His
rrasical knowledge ks amazring: e
knows singers from yesteryear to
the present.” says Raja Azhar, 65,
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Over the past 10 ysacs, Yurd has
showmn his works at three exhibi-
ticms — at the now defunct Art Case
Gallery (POCE), Mayhank A
Fesstival (20100 and Bomak Art Series
[2017) in KL. The gifted artist has
rnanaged o sell 15 painrings,
priced between RMI000 amd
M 10,00{. The money earned is
kept in his sawings.

Special needs children, including
high functioning ones, need care
and others to look after them. Dr
Che A is happy her son is slowly
learning to stand on his owm two
feet

*Thers's nothing maore reward-
ing, than knowing Tur is slowty
being able 1o earn a small income
&S AR Artst

My hushand and Tare thrilled
with his progress espedally as he
moves towards independence,”
says Dr Che An.

Under Raja Azhar's 1,'!I:[‘]i|?;\|:.

Turi has painted abowt 70 acrylic
works.

His et pbesoes are proudly dis
played in his parents home. Some
are abaract works while others are
inspired by nature, with subjects
such as volcanic eruptions, plant
life and forests.

Sore painings are o easels,
neathy nmn{:ﬂd around the TV
roam:. One of Yori's most eye-catch-
Iy arrwork i The Eve, which he
finger painted.

“He was inspired by French art-
i=x Victoria Fenanx a's
Trcdre Painting. ¥iri gan lis fingess

a patch of paint on canvas.
mpofﬂwpmmngm ing features

Throwgh his art, Yuri expriesses his $houghts and emofions.

i freakish one-eye,” explains his
miniier.

Although her son may be
Babedled a5 disabled, Dr Che An
doesn't see autism as a hindranoe
0 Yurl’s success.

“Each and every child with spe-
cial needs has potential. It a matter
af finding out what they are good
at and harmessing their skifls™

“& large onamber of these chil-
dren are kept at home as there
aren't rany suitable places oo gain
employment. Some work in shed-
tered employment. Orgarisations
can do thedr part by reaching ot 1o
these special individuals,™ saysEr
Che 4n, who hopes the govern-
mert will conduct waining pro-
gramrnes and establish conducive
assisted living homes for people
with special needs.

For mow, Dr Che An s actvely
prafmsting and markeing Yuri's
artworks. On his Instagram page
lyurizzzari_aurstic_artist),
post on the merchandise available
such as roaags, fridge magnets,
drawstring bags and T-shirts fea-
ruring some of Yurls desigms.

*Part af the prnm‘dx oS o
Yuari. The money helps to fund his
projects, including buying hic art
brushes, paints and canis.

“Ir's my higgest wish that he can
slowly pain employment and mave
owards independence,” says Dr
Che An, adding Touch ' Go cards
featuring Yuri's work (At The
Window and Purple Mosque) are
odd on lazada. cam.

Last year, Yuri was featured on
TV Alhijrah show, Assafamuel-

- ,‘#-“J a

PAward-winning artist Raja Azhar [right) has been perfecting Yur?'s panting

skills for a decads, — YURI ZAHARIN

k. Earlier this year, Yuori challed
up anather filestane as a finalise
of Bank Raloyat's Anugerah Tkom
Antisre, patt af the iall insti-
Tuikon’s corporate sockal responst-
bility project to recognise peaple
with artism.

D Che An is currently working
with SME Carpasation Malsysia on

antistic entrepren which
mﬂudesundersmidq%m

manage a small-scale businsss for
her spectal dom.

It is undoubtedly challefiging for
Dr Che An to juggle between worlk,
Yurls business and her family.

ing requires commit-

ment and determdanation, Le:

the nuts and bolts of ronning Yuris
Bisiness B a learming corve.

my hushand and chil-
dren have been my pillar of

% Some of

3 uri's wark
is abstract
wehile
others are
a8 inspired by

| nature,
with
subjects
such as
§ volcanic

EFUpLions,
plant kife
amd
forests,

fay My pther children are
helphal and ahways there 1o help
their alder brother.™

She encourages parents of chil
dren with spectal needs to be resil-
ienl. Airn high and never give op
om them.

“They will surprise you with
their talents. Be strong and support
thiem aut the journey. Don't
be shy o reach oul for assistanos”



