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NIVERSITIES today are na langer just

regarded as a place ta =sek and gain

higher  knowledge  post-secondary

schaal but they are also an avwanue to
prenare graduates 1o be job-raady and skilled for
rales m the ndustry.

Tertiary mstitutions also take on the role of
thaught leaders in variows fields and prodwcers
of cutting-edge research that benefit gowern-
mants, businesses and sochety.

A5 competition escalates, faced with finan-
ciad challenges that curtall spendng and chang
5 brought about by technalegy and the advent
of the Fourth industrial Revalution, universitins
meed bo be quick, agibe: and adaptive ta stay red-
evant.

Glohal tap universities such as Deford in
the Unsted- Kingdom and Harvard in the Uinited
Slates have long been assisted by their alumni.
In Malaysia, publsc universities are also recog-
nising the value of their alumni i supparting
and prowiding contributions. woluntarily bo ex-
pand a university's developrment.

Universiti Teknologi Mara [UiTM] deputy
vice-chancellor fIMIus.tr}'. Comrnumity, Alumni
and En:reprenﬁ_-urship Metwark] Professor Or
Zami Abdullah sad the slumni have an impar-
tant rale in whiversity dewelopmant

“Their input, in whatewar form, will have a
phenamenal impact on the university. For in-
stance, the alumni can confribute to enhance
academia, research and inlfrastruc-
tural systemof LiTM.

“The members can alse have di-
rect impact on the university when
they are constantly engaged in s
actnibies such as promanent alurmni
talks, sharing sessions with field ex-
perts and alurmni homeoams ng that
will bring reciprocal benefits to baoth
LTM aswell as thaalumni,” e added.

Universiti Putra Malaysia [UPM]
Alurmni Cantre director Professer Dr
Hazandy Abdul Harmsd said the role of
the alumni has broadensd to cover in-
wolverment in the uiversity council representa
fion, natwork-buslding, recruitment of prospec-
tive students and mentorng of undergraduates
a5 wall &5 a source of fundraising.

“Alumni members are our brand ambassa-
dors. Many universities including LIPM highlight
Eheir patable alurmni n:'.aw.:yqfcmnec:irg their
suppesses to the tertiary institution.

“Astrong and & posstive relationship with.our
~ alumni offers secial, academic and
professional benefit.  Likewize, the
slumn hawve realised that the asso
ciation with the slma mater i not just
ivere fostalm bet it's much more.” he
3.

Univarsity of Malaya [UM] Institu-
tional Adwsncement Centre directar
Johin Robartsan shares. the sentenent
that the unfeersily alumai in Malaysia
will urdoubtedly play 8 mare signifi-
cant rale in the development of 3 Ser-
tiary mstitution and perhaps, in the
future, sorme alumni may make man-
etary contributions.

“The UM database records more than 190,000
alumm but sadly, at present, it is caly in contact
with 30 per cent. Just like mary universities in
thes coumnbry, historical student reconds hawe beaen
largely neglected but we are employing many
strategies o address this., Without a programmes
of data updates and relateonship-building, signif-
icant donations and endowrments such as those
in the S or UK, for exaniple, will not be gasily
achieved” e said.

He added that contributing to ane’s alma ma-
ber takes many farms; it is not just fundraes S
it can include mentoring, mbernships and inspi-
rabonal talks.

"US and UK universites enjoy beneficial leg-
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Giving back to the alma mater
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islation, incentive schemses and their donors
reap mare lavouradle tax benefits, Both coun-
tries also have a lang tradition of alumni con-
tribaitian, a relationship that has bean bult up
over many years. Alumni relations: in Malaysia
i5 in its infancy and making comparisons with
endowments to alder, more engaged univerd-
lie fuch as Harvand is misleading.”

UiTH has 758,097 alumni members while
UPM has more than 200,000, dating back ta its
Schioal of Agrsculiure days in 1931,

COMTRIBUTIONS

UPK's Murmini Centre ks Seeking ba build strong-
er fonnechons with lormer graduates so that
they faal involved with their alma mater

“Leyeraging the alumni community can be
a win-win far both the wniversity and alumn.
Marry alurmni want to give back to ther alma
riater as.a sign of theirgratitude and affinity far
the university,” said Hmnd:,-, :

“We recognise and engage alumni as ex
parts, futurs employees, liture employers and
mentors. They can be great role modals and
can offer practical tuidance o students em-
barking on their studies and carears,

“We actively work across programmes and
aclivibies to incorporate alumni into. our Corm-
prehensive Alumni Passion and Compassion
Initiatives. ™

LWTM halds the view that its alumn should
miakoe both monstary and non-monetary contri
butions.

“They can conbribute to LiTMs Financis!
standing like these to many autstanding univer-
sities in the world. They can spansar academic
enhancerment programmes.

“For man-manetary contribations, alufam
wiho awn campanies or are in instrumental pa-
sitions i established firms can help place Ui
graduates wha meet the mark in their com-
panies through an ecosysterm of salection and
placement. This arrangement will result in 3
steady stream of worklorce for the campanies,
provided there i feedback in terms of the re-
guirements for skillsets and knowladge” said
Laine.

Mlumni in SMES can alsa benefit from swech
an arrangerment and with support from a well-

trained worklorce, company performance can be
enhanced.

Elabaratsng an manatary contribistions, Zain
added that alumnd-can offer schalarships 1o bril-
liant students who cannot afferd stipend and ti
ticn particularly in critical and prafessional fields
such as madicing, dentistry, pharmacy, enginger
ing. law and accountancy.

Spensorships can include student miohil-
ity programmes. so that UiTM undergraduates
can gain internatiohal exposure and recognition.
Sponsoring students’ projects in infernational
and Lpcal competitions, be it innavation or other
forms of contests, can yield impressive results.,

“Apart fram academic programmes, the irm-
portance af scholarship for research activibses
should net be wnderestimated. The alumni are

Graduates from LiTM's 13 compuses haoe o 0 imporfant role in its developrent.

welcome bo invest in groundbreaking research
and facilities that can impact the nation and the
liwes of the people, far example linding cures for
heatth problerms which affest the global popula-
tian, There is patential b produce warld-leadng
rasearchers inargas that UITM covess in the 27
faculkies that it houses.”

UM is seking donatiens from its alumni pri-
rnarity for student welfare programmes and en-
hancing earning facilites,

“These areas were chosen b magmisa im-
pact and improwe the well-being and overall
learning experience of students,” said Robert-
San.

STRATEGY

UiTM &= strategising to imgrove alumni irnole-
ment with the establishment of & dedicated entity
— the Alumni Matwork Centra = focused on the
mitegraten of the alumni acosystern. This centra
beqrates various alumn assocations regestered
urder the Regetey of Seciety and approved by the
uniersity |as stated in Act 173, Section 16, UiT™
Act 19 with the establishrrent of the UITM
Hlurmni Federation which allows alumni & biggar
COMIMQN wica

LITM has 3ls0 st up tha a-Alumni system as
a platform for its alumnd o update their particu
lars i_t alumni.uitm.edu.my

"W are creatsng an easy access portal for
alumnl & communicate and be updated on de-
veloarments. Vanous alumni programimes have
been conducted by the 27 faculties and 13 state
carmpuses,” said Zaim

I am & LhTM alisnnus and am peoud to be
one. | encourage UITM alumini W register and
update their particulars.”

The UPM Alwmni Cenlre managed mons
than 2 programmes throughout the year which
irvalve alumni warking as entregreneurs and
thase in gowernment and corporate Seclors,
foundations as well as corporations.

“Qur successful programmes include the
Distinguished Lecture Segies, Mentorship Pro=
gramme, Alsmni Shanng Knowledge, char-
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Members of the Universiti Maleya Alumni Assoctation looking at photos of their heyday on campus. PICTURE COURTESY OF LM

ity foathall tournament and Homecoming. The
main ewent this year isa dnner o rase funds o
ook after the welfare of UPM students. Makan
Malam Amal Sinh Pulang ke Gagang: Home-
coming 1th is scheduled on Oct 4 at Dewan
Basar LIPM and will be attanded by the Sultan of
Se.enggr_ Cailtan of Salangor Sultan Sharafud-
din Idris Shah, who is UPM chancellor,” said
Hazandy.

He hopes LIPM alumni will maka their alma
rrater & platiorm for knowledge-sharing, ex-
periEnce and skills 5o that KJ'IWLE'{']QE can b

shared among students and the campus com-
rmunity-

“UPM will alweays open its doors for ils
alumni to-playan active role in the developrent
of student talent capital ina bid 1o enhanoe Stu-
dent’s academic excellence and personal de-
vplopment, | imvite them to confribute, mabalise
enargy and refurmn 1o campes to help uphold
LIPM a5 a research university with an interna-
tional reputation,” said the LIPM Faculty of For-
estry (lass of 1997 student

A= for UM Robertson said that alurmni rala-

Areflection of the university

PROFESSOR Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdud ©
Rarak describes his course mates, whoware
the first batch of medical shudents at Lini-

- wersili Kebangsaan Malaysia [UKML, @ two
wiords — “hightly knil™.

"KM was extablished in 19701 entered
H'n‘rrfqd}ﬁ"m!tj in 1972/ 1973 sassion and
we spant o days in the General Hespital
of Kuala Lumpur” said the presi- - F
dent of the UKM Alumni council,
who had his first experience as an
alumnues and first presidant of the

" redical student alurmni assacia-
tion in 1961,

o "My specialty o orthopaedics
and 'wenl af to becarme & profes-
ar and-was the director and head
af department at the UKM Hospital
in Cheras.” Ha was deputy vice-
chancallor of studant affairs at his
==t postin KM,

“It's time to give back to the
alma mater. UKM is like 3 mother to me.
And it is oy responsibility bo give back toit.”
added Or Maharnad who is Cyberjaya Uni-
wersity College of Medical Scisnces presi-
dant

“The almni are a reflection of the wii-
wersity. The members are a bridge between
socipty and the miversity”

The Malaysian chapter af the Usiversdy
of New South Wales [UNSW] in Sustralia |
restarted five yaars age in December 2013
after it was dormant for sicyears.

Its president Datin Or Low Pek See, a

paediatrician who graduzted in the late
- 19705, - said the committees i

the revival were of different age and disci-

: EnCauraging
them to be members
the on-campus group:
provide - mngighls
various indusires  and
mentarship thraugh alumni
events: foster  networking  among  the
lemni a5 well as members of other
Australian - chapters; @nd  maintam
comrmanication with the alma mater for
syrrbiasis.

The &00-streng Oxford and Cambridge
Society Malaysia [Oxbridge Malaysial —
_registered m 1980 — wes formed to pro-

ifits Chook Yuk Yng

fipns ak the university s ur.dergmnu; a restruc-
ture and, therefore, events, prograrmimes and
alumni activities may mat be ralled sut until adter
the convocatian.

1 arn nat an alumous but | am passionate
abowt my role as director af the Instibutional
Advancement Centre here at UMD My rmes-
sage ta any of our alumni who are not already in
cantact with us and do not receive the anmual
alumni magazing is to reconnect with us at
http-Afemalumni.um.edu.my to belp us make a
difference.”

mole sacial, recreational and cuttural ac-
liviliees between past and present mmembers
of the two Brilizh universities in the [then]
Federation of Malaya: organise a dinner
celebrate the annual Duford and Cambridge
Boat Race and further any cause or project

_in the interests of the universities ar their
member

5.
Thee abjactives still remain, said
. present presidant Chook Yuh ¥ng.

“As a sociely, we have plat-
forrmes to cantribule o the comemu-
nity in our outreach programmes
o nurtere the next generation af
brilliant minds. The socdcty guides
prospective candidates on appli-
cation, answars quastions on eligi-
bility critenia through engagament
with them at events and sacial me-
dia platforms and arswers email
queries. ;

It alse helps conmect the unversities
with- alurmni for Support in sreas Such ag
raiging funds, cormmercalisatan of re-
search, recruitment of studdnts and indas-
try linkages.” added Choak,

“Apart from that. we continue to chal-
lenge gurintaliectusl minds with current af-
fairs debates. industry trends and news, and
thought-provoking talks.”



