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More than academic

programmes

Universiti Putra Malaysia has developed summer school courses to
enable local and international students to explore new experlences

By SANDHYA MENON

ecducatelthestar £orm. iy

ANYTHING but studying, i & commen thowght
mast varsity stadents express when the topic of
SUITLTET VECAON COMeS WP,

After all, they can't be blamed far thinking that
way after siting through months of intense les-
sons and examinations.

However, Universiti Putra (UPN)
Faculty of Environmental Studies Assoc Pral
Zelina Zaiton [brahim feels students could
irctead enral themselves into suramer school
programmes to expedite their learming process or
even o take up addidonal courses.

“As part af sur efforts towards internationali-
saron and enhancing the educatonal experience,
UPM began providing its students with overseas
educatian simce 2009, We alsd bring
imermational stadents to UPM to experience our
teaching methodologies,

“since then, we developed (e programmes
inta a more stractured and organised manmer for
lpcal and internatonal snadents,” adds Assoc Prof
Zelina, who is also UPM summer schood pro-
gramme director.

UFM deputy vice-thancellar (Academic and
Internadonal) Prof Ighal Saripan says the idea
struck therm when the university compared itself
10 CUTTenE SUmmer programimes pracised n
Europe ar in the United States (U5L

“For students in the west, sammer break is an
OpporTuRity to explore new sxperience in differ-
ent environmenis and challenges.

“The mushiliry between US and Purope is
already a comman practice, bat now we want to
aroract them o come 1o this part of the world.

“We suggested a two to three week duraton
becaus it can't be 100 shart oF oo long.

“(International) participants will nat be able to
capture the real Malaysian experlence in too

shart a period, wheneas toa lang a duration will
incar higher cost to saderts,” he adds.
The programmes involves 16 faculties and

*’?_1 Prioritising stu-
dent-centred learning,
the programmes are
balanced with academ-

ic components, which
comes with activities and
experiential learning, as
wellas asocial =

and cultural
component.
Bessoc Prof

Zelina Zaiton Ibrabym

offers 19 programene.

Pricritising student-centred learning, the pro-
gramrmes are balanced with academde compo-
neenits which comes with activities and experien-
tial learning, as well as a social and cultural com-
panent, Prof Zelina shares.

“Wie don't want our suminer programme to be
canducted sirmilar 1o that af a classroom ssting.
“5o, we incorporated plenty of presentation,
fiedd work, going o lahs and sites, depending on

the specialisation of the faculty.

“For the Faculty of Farestry for exarnple, par-
ticipants stay in the Ayer Hitam Forest Reserve:
Puchang, where chalets are provided.

“Thery will do all kinds of activities from jungle
‘redking to identificadon of plants and kearndng
survival skills.”

It is a concocton of the educational aspect of
forestry as a subject as well s ensuring students
understand the value of forests and its products,

Experiences like this, Assoc Prof Zelina says,

especially for international stisdents wha I.‘na!.r nat
have wavelled to tropical countries, will prove to
be a very different adventune.

Frof Ighal says the programme targets interna-
ol mdenuumﬁarﬂﬁ wishes oo increase
its international vi

Wi bedieve it (will r_reamja dommino effect
whereby as UPM's visibility increases (on an
international platform), sowill tie country's,” he
adds

However, although originally designed for
international students, Assoc Profl Zeling emphs-
sises that there are no restrictions placed.

MMalaysian stadents can sign up for the pro-
gramme and will play a role akin to that of a
Taciliatar.

They will help internaticnal students settle
down and educate them on the Malaysian cul-
ture, she adds.

“This way, it opens our students’ eyes as welk

they will become mone canfident and it will bring

pat thedr qualities,
“Nonestdents who want to gain some experi-
ence, can jain the faculties irralved too.
“'Lnaﬂdiﬂm.j:prmriduaplamfm
Malaysian smaderts to baild on their net-
waorking and confidence in working with
international students, keeping the com- s
rruanbestion barrier in mimd. F-
“It is a learning by doing experi-
ence for both group of smudents
and it allows lectarers to
teach in a different

nd gaining acs-
demic knowledge and
developing salt shills, the

~ larly local ones.

| pood DMA after extrac-
= tion, 5o we feel this

| pants’ curiosity.

Fa«:ult)ir nf Bm technulogr and
Biomolecular Sciences

alsa lies on using renew-
able materials, particu-
larly oil palm biomass,
and turning them into
value added products

Here, the programme
will be tweaked to offer
‘lecal flavours.

It's miplecular and
structural blochemist

lecturer Marmi Mahd like bio diesel” she adds.
Yahaya says local MNormi says as the
content such as exposing  varsity has a bio cam-
students to the methods  post plant, participants

of making tempeh will be  will be exposed to the

intraduced into s methods of preparing
programime. biadiesel from renewa-
“Students will also be ble biomass.

Itis a combination af
thieoretical learning and
its application through
hards on learning in the
lab, as well as site visits,
she shares.

Plans in the pipeline
include collaborating
with the forensic depart-

challenged to extract
DMA from fruits, particu-

“Seme would vield

waould sparks partici-

“The faculty's strength

programme aims to buikd

nenworks betwesn the
participants which will
come in handy in their

As fts name suggests, the faculty
will facus on nature, offering
studerits an interesting track
through its Tropical Forest Trail.

Senior lecturer Mor Akmar Abdul
Aziz says students will be intro-
duced to forestry skills through a
variety of activities including forest
survival, learning of different herbs
and ferns, and outdoor activities.

“Thee program will expose them
to the importance af forest for
society and the world at large.

“ltwill be conducted by expents in
the respective areas,” she adds.
Interestingly, students will have the
apportunity to stay in the forest in
the chalets previded ta-obtain the
best experience.

Mor Akmar says she hopes
students will develop key skills
such as confidence and communi-
cation by the end of the
programme. ==

For mare
irfarmation
an thg
COASRS
affered by
LIPS for its
Slamimer
schoed, visi
s waebsite at
NP

ment to expose students 11
on how analysisisdone T B 1
and how to determine PR A
who carried out a crime, 11l
for instance, 1)

From fascinating Els
COMpPonents as such, ]
stiderits will be exposed |8 E S8
ta the practical compo- |||
nents of bictech, 11

Twa to three weeks :
willl be sufficient for
them to absorb
everything because we
have tailorad the module ©
In & focused and special-
ised method.”
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and Management

Imagine being taught by experts at Bursa
Malaysia on how to do real life trade
through games and talks, and getting first

hand exposure from the Malaysian Falm Oil

Board on how palm oil is made,

We want students to also see what a
palm oil plantation is like, adds senior
lecturer Adilah Abd Razak,

“We have devised a three-in-one course
for students under the summer schoaol
programme, combining three of our
Programimes; conomics, accounting and
business administration.

“Thrioughi this, we want participants to be
able to create a etwork a5 future business
leaders.

“Culture is impartant for business, If you
don't understand culture, you will not be
able to expand into a big business,” she
shares,

The programme further looks to equip
students with skills involving communica-
tion and bridging language barriers.

The ability to link with students
whio can't speak fluently in a .
certain language to
express thelr thoughts . - '.
is menrr.an:, Adilah
adds.

Faculty of Economics m

Farest Trad gives pa'tuupams.a thance tn}le-arn-l'nrestr-g S}ulls trmughawarlm af activities.

prafessional lives.

“Mary internatonal sadenits stady
our courses here (o0 exchange) and
when they reurm to thedr umd
our courses are accepied thers and they
are able to ransfer thedr credit.

*This is a validation of our teaching
and nat just UPM's, but Malaysian edu-
catian (as & whobe), it is a recognition aff
our education system,” she shares,

For UPM, it is a win-win situation as
through the exposare, not just its stu-
Mhu:mmg&mm Im\-ur.'a:-

1o meet the needs furel;n
Assoc Prof Zelina says if proven suc-
cessfial, the same methods can be imple-

mented in m:-:mm:lardzy to-chany b~
5005,

Challenges

Helen Keller once said, life is either a
daring advenmure or nothing at all.

Similarly, Assoc Prof Zelina believes
the challenges stadents face during the
programme will help them grow a3
individuals, particularly where bailding
regilience i prepararion foe their pro-
fessional life concerms.

As the summer school programeme
ralled out in a miore arganised fashion
last year, she polnts gut it was a chal-
lenge 1o identify key elements each fac
ulty had 1o offer that would be marketa-
bile and anractive 1o the studsnts,

“Wi also had to ensure the cost is rea-
samahle

“From the accommedation to the
food, we have o ensure theres ensugh
maney rolling in to cantinue the pro-
gramme and improve our facilides for
the nexr barch of sadents.

“Wie plan to condwct this programmse
annually.”

With a five-year plan in mind, Frof
Igbal says it includes collaboratng with
neighbouring countries o have a

‘BigTrak- The Life Sciernce Experience’, will provide students with problem-solving and nnovative
lmarning shills and expose them to latechnolagy, through lab actreitses.

Other universities

Uniwversid Malaya (UM}, the
University af Nottingham Malaysia
Campus, Monash University Malaysia
and Unéversiti Teknalagi Malaysia are
some of the other varsites that offer
surnmer school programomes,

University of Nnﬂ:mg}l.am Malaysia
Campus International Office Stadent

officer Anushia Thamatharem

ghares that the varsity's programmes
are targeted at various audiences,
from paost high school groups, o
undergraduates, working adults and
teachers,

It provides an oppartunity for the
participants to learn about subject
areas (hrough activites and waork-
shops, she adds.

Some of the courses include Politics,
Culture and the Media in Southeast
Asla, Dolng Business in Asia and
Intensive Mandarin for Beginmers.

Maonash University Malaysias sum-
mer school affers progracmmes under
four faculties; the School of Arts and
Social Seiences, Schoal of Busines,
School of Medicine and Health
Sciences and the School of Sciemce,

They run berween Movember and
Febraary.

N International Student Centre
director Salmd Marsita Shaard says the
benefit of & summer school pro-
gramime comes in many folds.

Tt adids value to a smadent’s learn-
ing experience, gives them runi-
[y 1o goin expasure on the
living and leaming enviranments,
enhance their internatonal under-
standing and cultural s=ngitivity and
builds networks,

It Es alsa good training ground for
the global leaders of the future,” she
adds.

Some of the faculties involved in
UM's programme include the Faculty
of Languages and Lincuisfice Faonlfe



