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RESEARCH AREA

BUKIT W

HE Ayer Hitam forest
reserve, also known as
Bukit Wawasan, in Pu-
chong, Selangor, is pop-
ular among hikers and those
seeking recreational activity.

Unfortunately, many are not
aware that Ayer Hitam is not a
recreational forest. It is owned by
Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM)
- for research purposes.

It is therefore an offence to en-
croach on this forest reserve
without permission and one can
be prosecuted and fined for the
offence.

Although this has been high-
lighted in the media, there are
people who are not aware of this.

Two years ago, students were
detained by rangers from the Se-
langor Forestry Department for
encroaching on the restricted
+ area at the forest reserve.

They were seen trespassing on
the waterfall area during an op-
eration conducted by UPM, the
Forestry Department and police.

Recently, there have been
sightings of hikers at the forest,
although no reports have been
lodged with the police or related
authorities.

~ It must be emphasised that the
forest reserve is UPM’s property
and gazetted for its staff to con-
duct research.

To be fair to the public, there
are no signs at the entrance of
this forest reserve to indicate
that it is private property.

People can’t be faulted because
they are not aware.
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The university should place
signs tosay that it is not a recre-
ational forest, but that it is a
research forest for the universi-

ty

offence to be caught in the forest.
Have regular patrols to prevent
the public from entering the for-
est.

Warn the public that it is an

Students from nearby schools
can be roped-in as volunteer
junior rangers to create aware-
ness and educate hikers and vis-
itors on weekends. :

The students can wear special
vests so people are aware that
they are helping the rangers to
create awareness.

Set up an information kiosk at
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the entrance of the forest re-
serve. Organise talks at schools
on the management of forest re-
serves, their use and restric-
tions, and encourage students to
share this information with oth-
ers.
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Batu Caves, Selangor




