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2018 landscape trends

According to the Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysra
these are the Iandscape trends for this year.
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Productlve Iandscape isa deS|gn
concept integrating food produc- i
tion into the design of urban open SE*
spaces or living environments.
This serves to connect and
educate the public about plants
which are edible yet aesthetically
pleasing for landscape and even
local consumption purposes.

defined as the
inherent human inclination to
B affiliate with nature. Biophilic
design, an extension of
biophilia, incorporates
RN natural materials, natural

¢ light, vegetation, views of
nature and other experiences
of the natural world into the
4 modern burlt environment.

This concept injects greenery into
spaces where nature has been
reduced due to rapid urbanisa-
tion. Itincorporates a more
unkempt look, with overgrown
plants and less managed
landscape, to create a forest-like
feel.

There is now an
outdoor spaces in gardens and
purposefully landscaped spaces for
leisure, socialising and relaxation.
Outdoor rooms or a confined
landscape area can double up as
activity or quiet spaces within
innovative landscape designs.
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Agreen network for recreatlonal purposes , such as Joggrng or cycllng
pathways, has become a trend in cities. This connects cities with subur-
ban areas, thus creating a new way of commuting and reducing one's
own carbon footprint.
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Some Iandscape spaces mcorporate raw and unpohshed materials that
season over time, which creates a timeless feel. The use of materials such
as untreated bricks, flooring and walls, unpolished concrete within
buildings and hardscape treatments bring a tQuch of modernity and
lower maintenance costs to the design.

Walls and doorways often frame
elements of surprise in landscape
design. This design trend has been
revived recently through the use of
layers of walls, separating outdoor
spaces and leading visitors to small and
cosy enclaves. Each turn in such a design
is a change of view, with an element of
surprise to offer for visitors.

Oval, curved and irregular lines and shapes have taken centrestage as
they create a less formal feel to a landscape design, while adding a little
futuristic touch at the same time.

Bold colours, with hlgh contrastmg
effects, stand out amidst a lush,
green backdrop. Designs with
splashes of contrasting colours
are often used for garden
elements, design features and
motifs, making these striking
elements stand out.

This concept seamless
connects ground levels to
_rooftop gardens, and
provides continuous green
spaces for public enjoyment.
This can be achieved via a
ramp or meandering
pathway that leads from the
ground to a green space on a
rooftop.

Shaping new trends

to keep with times

Landscape architecture design provides solutions
to social, economic and environmental problems

By JADE CHAN
jade@thstar.com.my

TRENDS and styles evolve over
time, including landscape architec-
ture design.

The practice changes to suit cur-
rent social needs, responding to
surroundings and shaping the life-
style people live in.

“Landscape architecture used to
be about placing trees and having
individual green space. It is now
about creating an environment
and integrating greenery with
other elements,” said Institute of
Landscape Architects Malaysia
(lam) president Assoc Prof Dr
Osman Mohd Tahir.

“The idea of a park then would
be where to place gazebos, foot-
paths and plants. A park could
have engineering, social, economic
and environment problems that
could be solved using landscape
solutions.”

For example, he said, a retention
pond designed to address stormwa-
ter runoff or flood management
issues could, at the same time, be
landscaped into a park.

“This creatively and innovatively
solves problems by incorporating

both aesthetics and functjonality,”

explained Osman.

He cited River of Life (ROL) as an
example of a project solving multi-
ple issues.

The project is aimed at trans-
forming the Klang River into a
vibrant and livable waterfront
with high economic value.

Osman said ROL turned the river
into a space for people to enjoy the
outdoors, provided a solution for
flood and water quality issues, and
gave life to a river with thriving
flora and fauna.

“All towns and cities start with a
river. As a city grows, people will
ignore the river and throw rubbish
into it, making it a nuisance.

“They later realise that the river
plays an important role in the city’s
development and the need to revi-
talise it.

“ROL gives a positive 1mpact to
Kuala Lumpur as a world-class
city,” he said, adding that landscape
architects played an important role
alongside engineers, architects and
other professionals in a project.

According to him, other iconic
projects that made an impact on
Malaysia’s landscape infrastructure
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The use of matenals such as untreated brrcks floonng and walls, unpollshed
concrete within buildings and hardscape treatments bring a touch of
modernity and lower maintenance costs to the design. Seen here is an
example of the raw and seasoned concept used at the Big Dutchman
regional head office and warehouse in Bandar Bukit Raja, Klang.

Osman says landscape architecture
is about creating an environment
while integrating greenery and other
elements.

and economy were KLCC Park and
Taman Tugu.

“KLCC ParKk sets the standard of
a park functioning as a connector
by linking it to buildings around
the area. This has multiple benefits
- socially, economically and envi-
ronmentally.

“Taman Tugu will have a great
impact to the development of
Kuala Lumpur. Having an urban
forest with a dedicated amount of
space to greenery is beneficial to
people.”

Awareness of landscape architec-
ture trends also affects the educa-
tion aspect, he said, as the curricu-
lum has to be adjusted to ensure
graduates keep up with the times.

“Students need to come up with
new ideas, look at things in a dif-
ferent manner and meet industry
demand,” said Osman, who is also
the dean of Universiti Putra
Malaysia’s Faculty of Design and
‘Architecture.

He said Ilam sets the steward-
ship and roadmaps as well as
advances the landscape architec-
ture profession.

“The institute offers continuous
professional development pro-
grammes for professional land-
scape architects and related spe-
cialisations, such as green infra-
structure, green innovation, green
technology, stormwater manage-
ment and skyrise greenery,” he
said, adding that some pro-
grammes are done with partner
organisations.

He said there were about 300
landscape architecture graduates a
year, with an employability rate of
85%.

He was speaking at an interview
held ahead of the Malaysia
Landscape Architecture Awards
(MLAA) and llam Gala Night.

This year marks the 10th edition -
of the annual event that recognises

The ‘ground to
the sky’ design
element seam-
lessly connects
ground levels to
rooftop gardens,
and provides
continuous
green spaces for
public enjoy-
ment. Seen here
is Laman PKNS
in Section 14,
Shah Alam.
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Verdi Condominium property in Cyberjaya.

quality landscape architecture
work, projects and professionals.

“MLAA started off by recognising
selected professionals for their con-
tributions at the International
Federation of Landscape Architects
(IFLA) Congress held in Malaysia in
2007. g

“As integration and collaboration
with stakeholders became more
important, we saw the industry as
one and started recognising devel-
opers, contractors, researchers,
local authorities and the media for
their efforts,” he said.

MLAA is held in April to coincide
with World Landscape Architecture
Month.

“The awards and MLAA year-
book honour the best projects and
designs from the previous year.

“These have a huge impact on
the industry as they serve as a

benchmark for quality and stand-
ard for landscape development.
They also give an idea of what the
public needs and values they want
in landscape development,” he
added.

New to MLAA 2018 is a category
to recognise international projects
done by non-Malaysians, as llam
felt it would raise the industry’s
standards.

He said the quality of awards
offered by MLAA was linked to
the National Landscape Policy,
which is for Malaysia to be the
most beautiful garden nation by
2020.

“In conjunction with the IFLA
Congress, which Malaysia will next
host in 2020, we are looking at for-
mulating a new Landscape
Architecture Agenda 2050 to pave
the direction for our profession
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ave taken centre stage as they create a less formal feel to a landscape design. Seen here is

and to play a more influential role
in national development,” he said.

“Malaysia’s current population is
about 31 million, but it is projected
to reach 44 million by 2050, with
more than 90% living in urban
areas and cities.

“People will still need space for
recreation and living, but land will
be a commodity by then. Itis still a
must to have greenery, whether
horizontally or vertically.

“We will also have to deal with
issues such as urban heat island,
climate change, food security and
oxygen production,” Osman added.

Realising the issues and needs to
be faced in future, Osman said the
agenda would pave the direction
for the landscape architecture
practice and for Ilam to play a
more influential role in national
development.
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The River of Life is seen as an example of a project
that solves multiple issues, giving a positive impact to
Kuala Lumpur as a world-class city. - filepic
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The KLCC Park sets the standard of a park functioning as a connector by

linking it to buildings around the area. This has multiple benefits - socially,
economically and environmentally. — Bernama



