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Women political participation has become an issue of concern due to current 
records that are indicating low participation and under representation in both 
elective and appointive positions in Nigeria. Although, in recent years, research 
findings and literatures have confirmed that there is an increase in the level of 
women's participation in the Nigerian politics and the political process, but yet, 
their participation and representation is still relatively low. This research aimed to 
look at the women political participation trend in Nigeria and explore some of the 
factors that influence or encourage women to participate in politics and also to 
find out some of the obstacles to their political participation in Kaduna state, 
Nigeria. The research employed qualitative method as its major research 
technique. In-depth interview was conducted with nine (9) research informants 
that were being selected from the three (3) central zones of Kaduna State. The 
collect regarding the trend of women's political participation in Nigeria shows 
that, women participated actively in politics and in the decision making process  
in the pre-colonial period, but during the colonial time, the research ascertained 
that women were denied right to Franchise and that consequently affect their 
present participation in politics and the political process. Regarding factors that 
influence or encourage women participation, the data shows that, interest, 
political awareness and reservation of political position were among the factors 
that can positively influence women‟s participation in politics. The research also 
shows that, Nigerian culture, religion, political violence, socioeconomic status of 
women were among the obstacles to the women political participation in Kaduna 
state in particular and Nigeria at large. The research recommends that the 
government should introduce a special program that will attract women to 
develop an interest via participating in the country‟s politics and also special 
awareness and sensitization campaign on the imperativeness of women‟s 
participation should be introduced by the government or other related agencies. 
The research also recommends that women should be empowered economically 
through programs that aimed at bridging gaps between female and male. The 
Nigerian government should find a way through which political violence can be 
eliminated in Nigerian politics by creating employment opportunities to youth who 
are mostly used as a tool for political violence. 
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Penyertaaan wanita dalam politik merupakan satu isu yang mendapat 
perhatian disebabkan oleh rekod semasa yang menunjukkan bahawa 
penyertaan rendah dan kurang perwakilan dalam kedua-dua jawatan elektif 
dan autoriti di Nigeria. Walaupun pada tahun-tahun kebelakangan ini, hasil 
penyelidikan dan kesusasteraan telah mengesahkan bahawa terdapat 
peningkatan dalam penglibatan wanita dalam politik dan proses politik di 
Nigeria , tetapi penyertaan dan perwakilan mereka masih lagi di tahap yang 
rendah. Kajian ini bertujuan untuk melihat kecenderungan penglibatan politik 
oleh wanita di Nigeria dan meneroka beberapa faktor yang mempengaruhi atau 
menggalakkan wanita untuk melibatkan diri dalam politik dan juga untuk 
menyiasat sebahagian daripada halangan kepada penyertaan politik mereka di 
negeri Kaduna,Nigeria. Kajian dijalankan melalui kaedah kualitatif sebagai 
teknik penyelidikan utama. Wawancara mendalam telah dijalankan terhadap 
sembilan (9) peserta penyelidikan yang telah dipilih dari tiga (3) zon senatorial, 
negeri Kaduna. Berdasarkan maklumat yang telah dikumpul, hasil kajian 
menunjukkan bahawa wanita telah mengambil bahagian secara aktif dalam 
politik dan proses membuat keputusan pada zaman pra – colonial lagi, tetapi 
pada zaman penjajahan, wanita telah dinafikan hak untuk berkembang dan 
akibatnya, ia menjejaskan penyertaan mereka dalam politik dan proses politik 
ketika ini. Mengenai faktor yang mempengaruhi atau menggalakkan 
penyertaan wanita, data menunjukkan bahawa minat, kesedaran dan 
tempahan kedudukan politik adalah antara faktor positif yang boleh 
mempengaruhi penglibatan wanita dalam politik. Kajian ini juga menunjukkan 
bahawa, budaya di Nigeria, agama, keganasan politik dan status sosioekonomi 
wanita adalah antara halangan kepada penyertaan wanita dalam politik 
khususnya di negeri Kaduna dan secara am nya di Nigeria. Kajian ini 
mencadangkan bahawa kerajaan perlu menyediakan program khas untuk 
menarik minat golongan wanita untuk mengambil bahagian dalam politik di 
negara ini dan juga mengadakan  kempen kesedaran terhadap kepentingan 
penyertaan wanita dalam politik juga perlu diperkenalkan oleh kerajaan atau 
agensi-agensi lain yang berkaitan. Selain itu, kajian juga mencadangkan 
wanita perlu memperkasa tahap ekonomi melalui program-program yang boleh 
merapatkan jurang perbezaan antara lelaki dan wanita. Kerajaan Nigeria juga 
perlu mencari jalan untuk menyingkirkan keganasan politik dalam politik 
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Nigeria dengan menyediakan peluang pekerjaan kepada generasi muda yang 
kebanyakannya digunakan sebagai alat keganasan politik 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

iv 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 

All praise and thanks be to ALMIGHTY ALLAH (S.W.T) the LORD of the Wolds. 
The most Beneficent and the most Merciful. Peace be upon His noblest Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW). I thank ALMIGHTY ALLAH (S.W.T) for granting me this 
opportunity, strength and patience to successfully complete this masters 
program. At this juncture, I would like to express my profound gratitude parents 
Alhaji Alhaji Muhammad Yahaya, Hajiya Aishatu and Hajiya Ramatu and my 
parent in law Alhaji Yushau Aliyu and Hajiya Mariya whose supports and 
encouragement makes this study to become successful. 
 
 
I would like to particularly express my utmost gratitude to my supervisor and the 
member of my supervisory committee  in person of Professor Dr Zaid bn Ahmad, 
who is tirelessly guiding me throughout the period of my study and Professor Dr. 
Jayum Jawanfor his support and guide more especially during my course work. I 
really appreciate such an outstanding support.  
 
 
Special appreciation goes to my wife Binta Yushau Abubakar for support, 
encouragement, love and endless prayers, I say a big thank you. The same 
appreciation for my kids Hafsat Abubakar and Nur Fatima Abubakar for their 
sacrifices and enduring journey to provide a conducive environment for me, that 
really help towards making  the study successful one. Allah ye muku albarka 
 
 
I would like to acknowledge the support and well wishes from colleagues and 
friends especially Dr Khumran Armiya‟u Mada,  Dr Bashir Saidu (Yanayi), Kabiru 
Bello Illela, Dr Ahassan Shuaibu, Dr Muhammad Sani Usman, Dr Muhammad 
Nasir Ismail, Dr Dauda Mohammed Goni (My noble Director) for their guide, 
supports and provision of friendly environment that makes my stay in Malaysia 
cool, I thank you all. I would like to register my appreciation to my friends at 
home whose advices, encouragement, prayers and support led the success of 
this program, I remain grateful. My thanks also go to all the staff of the Faculty of 
Human Ecology (FEM), Universiti Putra Malaysia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

vi 
 

This thesis was submitted to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia and has 
been accepted as fulfilment of the requirement for the degree of degree of 
Masters of Science. The members of the Supervisory Committee were as 
follows: 
 
 
Zaid Bin Ahmad, PhD  
Professor 
Faculty of Human Ecology  
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Chairman) 
 
 
Jayum Jawan, PhD 
Professor 
Faculty of Human Ecology  
Universiti Putra Malaysia  
(Member) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                       ________________________ 
                                                                        BUJANG BIN KIM HUAT, PhD 
                                                                        Professor and Dean 
                                                                        School of Graduate Studies 
                                                                        Universiti Putra Malaysia 

 
 
                                                                        Date: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

vii 
 

Declaration by graduate student 
 
 
I hereby confirm that: 
 
 this thesis is my original work; 
 quotations, illustrations and citations have been duly referenced; 
 this thesis has not been submitted previously or concurrently for any other 

degree at any other institutions; 
 intellectual property from the thesis and copyright of thesis are fully-owned 

by Universiti Putra Malaysia, as according to the Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Research) Rules 2012; 

 written permission must be obtained from supervisor and the office of 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and Innovation) before thesis is 
published (in the form of written, printed or in electronic form) including 
books, journals, modules, proceedings, popular writings, seminar papers, 
manuscripts, posters, reports, lecture notes, learning modules or any other 
materials as stated in the Universiti Putra Malaysia (Research) Rules 
2012; 

 there is no plagiarism or data falsification/fabrication in the thesis, and 
scholarly  integrity is upheld as according to the Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Graduate Studies) Rules 2003 (Revision 2012-2013) and the Universiti 
Putra Malaysia (Research) Rules 2012.  The thesis has undergone 
plagiarism detection software. 

 
 
 
 
Signature: ________________________      Date: __________________ 
 
Name and Matric No.: Mohammed Abubakar,  GS31052 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

viii 
 

Declaration by Members of Supervisory Committee  
 
 

This is to confirm that: 

 the  research conducted and the writing of this thesis was under our 
supervision; 

 supervision responsibilities as stated in the Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Graduate Studies) Rules 2003 (Revision 2012-2013) are adhered to. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature:  Signature:  
Name of   Name of  
Chairman of  Member of  

Supervisory  Supervisory  
Committee: Zaid Bin Ahmad, PhD Committee: Jayum Jawan, PhD 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 Page 

ABSTRACT i 
ABSTRAK ii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS iv 
APPROVAL v 
DECLARATION vii 
LIST OF TABLES xii 
LIST OF FIGURES xiii 
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS xiv 
  
CHAPTER      
   

1 INTRODUCTION 1 
 1.1 Background of the Study 1 
 1.2 Problem  Statement 8 
 1.3 Objectives of the Study 11 
 1.4 Research Questions 11 
 1.5 Significance of the Study 11 

    
2 LITERATURE REVIEW 13 
 2.1 Introduction 13 
 2.2 Political Participation and Democracy 15 
  2.2.1 The Meaning of Political Participation 16 
  2.2.2 Types or Forms of Political Participation 18 
  2.2.3 Modes of Political Participation 20 
  2.2.4 Imperatives of Political Participation 20 
  2.2.5 Factors Influencing Political Participation 22 
 2.3 Women and Politics: A Global Disparity 25 
 2.4 Women and Politics in Nigeria 28 
 2.5 Contemporary Views on Women Political 

Participation 
32 

 2.6 Previous studies on women‟s political participation 
in Nigeria 

37 

    
3 METHODOLOGY  43 
 3.1 Introduction 43 
 3.2 Research Design 43 
 3.3 Case Study Approach 44 
 3.4 Population and Sample of the Study 45 
  3.4.1 Justification for Sample Selection 46 
 3.5 Method of Data Collection 47 
  3.5.1 Interview 48 
 3.6 Data Analysis and Interpretation 49 
  3.6.1 Data Management 49 
  3.6.2 Process of data analysis 50 
 3.7 Validity and Reliability 51 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

x 
 

 3.8 Ethical Consideration 52 
 3.9 Theoretical Framework 53 
  3.9.1 The origin of the theory 56 
  3.9.2 Assumptions 57 
  3.9.3 The importance of the theory to the study 58 
     
4 BACKGROUND OF KADUNA STATE, NIGERIA 60 
 4.1     Background Information 60 
 4.2     Historical Development of Kaduna State 61 
 4.3Politics/ Administration of Kaduna State 61 
  4.3.1 The Executive, The Legislatures, and 

judiciary 
61 

  4.3.2 Kaduna State Legal System 63 
 4.4 Population Structure and Distribution of People in 

Kaduna State 
64 

 4.5 Economy 65 
  4.5.1 Agriculture, Forestry and other Basic 

Activities 
65 

  4.5.2 Minerals 68 
  4.5.3 Existing Industries 68 
  4.5.4 Local Sourcing of Raw Materials 69 
  4.5.5 Poverty Level among People in Kaduna 

State 
70 

 4.6 Occupation of People of Kaduna State 71 
 4.7 Settlement, Ethnic Composition, Arts and Culture of 

People in Kaduna State 
71 

 4.8 Major Festivals in Kaduna State 72 
  4.8.1 Kaduna State Festival of Arts and Culture 72 
  4.8.2 Eid El Fitr and Eid-El-Adha Celebrations 73 
  4.8.3 Christmas Celebrations 73 
  4.8.4 Easter Celebrations 73 
  4.4.5 Tuk-Ham Festival 73 
  4.8.6 Afan Cultural Festival 73 
  4.8.7 Kalankuwa Cultural Festival 73 
  4.8.8 Other Cultural Festivals 74 
 4.9 Major Languages in Kaduna State 74 
    
5 DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 75 
 5.1 Introduction 75 
 5.2 Women Political Trend in Nigeria 79 
 5.3 Women in the Colonial Nigerian Politics 79 
  5.3.1 Women in the Pre-Colonial Nigerian Politics 81 
  5.3.2 Women in the Post-Colonial Nigerian 

Politics 
85 

 5.4 Factors that Influence Women‟s Political 
Participation 

87 

  5.4.1 Political Interest 88 
  5.4.2 Political Awareness 90 
  5.4.3 Reservation of Political Positions for 

Women 
94 

 5.5 Obstacles to Women Political Participation 98 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

xi 
 

  5.5.1 Culture and Religion 98 
  5.5.2 Socioeconomic Status of Women 106 
  5.5.3 Nature of Government (Lack of Sincerity) 109 
 5.6 Major findings 112 
    
    
6 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 
115 

   
REFERENCES 121 
APPENDICES 133 
BIODATA OF STUDENT 138 
PUBLICATIONS 139 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

xii 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table     Page 
   

2.1 Number of visitors, according to participate in 
different activities 

31 

    
2.2 Current Representation of Men and Women 

in elective positions in 2011 Nigeria elections 
31 

    
4.1 The Legislative arm is made up of a 34 

elected representatives from 23 local 
government areas that constitute the state 

62 

    
4.2 The population is spread across 23 Local 

Government Areas 
64 

    
5.1 Bio data of the informant A. Politicians 77 

    
5.2 Bio data of informant B. Non-politicians 78 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

xiii 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figuge     Page 
   

1.1 
 

Women participation in the political process in Nigeria 
(INEC, 2009). 

9 

1.2 The women in Jonathan‟s life 
(http://www.vanguardngr.com/2012/12/the-women-in-
jonathans-life/) 

10 

1.3 Beyond Numbers: Women Political Marginalisation in 
Nigeria 
(http://www.genderacrossborders.com/2011/10/14/beyond-
numbers-women%E2%80%99s-political-marginalisation-
in-nigeria/) 

10 

1.4 Source: G:\Boosting women‟s political participation vital for 
democracy, UN forum stresses.mht 

11 

4.1 Agricultural Activities by People of Kaduna State 66 
4.2 Central Bank of Nigeria, Kaduna Branch 68 
4.3 Distribution of Poverty Level in Nigeria 70 
4.4 Cultural Dancing of People of Kaduna State 72 
4.5 Map of Kaduna State Showing the Three Senatorial 

Districts 
74 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

xiv 
 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

 

CEDAW Convention on Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women 

DAW Division for the Advancement of Women 

FGN Federal Republic of Nigeria  

GDP Gross Domestic Product  

HOS Head of Service 

INEC Independent National Electoral Commission  

LGAs Local Government Areas 

NA Native Authority  

NAPRI National Animal Production Research Institute 

NGO Non – Governmental Organization  

NPC National Population Commission  

PAN Peugeot Automobile Nigeria  

PDP People Democratic Party 

UAC United African Company Ltd. 

UNCEDAW UN Convention on Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme 

UNECA United Nations Economic Commission in Africa 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization   

UNICEF United Nations Children's Fund 

UNIFEM UN Development Fund for Women 

UNRISD United Nations Research Institute for Social 
Development 

US United States 

WWGWL Worldwide Guide to Women in Leadership 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

1 
 

       CHAPTER 1 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
 
The introductory part gives the general background of the study, a 
statement of the problem, research questions, objectives of the study, 
scope and limitation of the study, the significance of the study, conceptual 
and operational definition of relevant terms, and organization of the study. 
 
 
1.1 Background of the Study 

 
Political participation is one the tenants of democracy. Dare and Olukemi 
(2012) observed that, the essence of political participation in any society is 
to seek control of power or participation in the decision making process. All 
groups, including that of women seek to influence the dispensation of 
power in line with their articulated interest as a fundamental motive of 
political participation. Political participation as a critical component for 
promoting democracy to attain a high level of development when there is 
equal participation of different groups, which jointly make up the society. 
Levin-Waldman (2013) stress that political participation is often said to be 
the heart of democracy, he further that political participation is a   means 
through which citizens of a given polity use and express their interest, their 
preferences and needs in a democratic dispensation. Ikeda, Kobayashi, 
and Hoshimoto (2008) argued that Political participation is essential for 
democracy to function efficiently and effectively, he further that political 
participation is an integral to well-functioning democracy.   
 
 
Political participation is one of the elements that distinguished democracy 
from other forms of government. In a democratic society, every citizen that 
fulfilled the requirements for participation stipulated by societal constitution 
is expected to participate in the political process on an equal basis.  Levin-
Waldman (2013) argues that, the central to democratic participation is both 
voice and equality. He further that, democratic society requires every 
citizen to be autonomous beings. Each person must have equal standing 
before the law and must have an equal voice in the political system. Karl 
(1995) maintains that there can be no true democracy, no true participation 
in governance and development without the equal participation of men and 
women in all spheres of life and all levels of decision making. 
 
 
Political participation in electoral process involves much more than just 
voting, it derives from the freedom to speak out, assemble and associate; 
the ability to take part in the conduct of public affairs; the opportunity to 
register as candidate, to campaign for a political position, to be elected and 
hold political office at all the levesls of  the government etc. Under the 
international standard, every qualified member of a polity irrespective of  
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gender is expected to participate in all aspects of the political processes of 
his/her society so that to contribute his/her own quota in the decision 
making process. Government of a given polity often enjoys popular 
support of its citizens when there is equal participation and political 
participation opportunities among members that constitute the society, but 
in the contrary, that will pave way for critics that consequently often lead to 
the decline of the government. Argues that broad political participation is a 
core feature of democracy and crucial for its durability and its longibility. In 
many countries of the world, right to participate in the political process 
were clearly enshrined in law, and there are no formal barriers to any 
person in the process of political participation. 
 
 
In line with the above, the 1999 Nigerian constitution section 40 states 
that: Every person shall be entitle to assemble freely and associate with 
other person and in particular he/she may form or belong to a political 
party, trade union or any other association for the protection of his/her 
interest provided that the provision of this section shall not derogate from 
the power conferred by this constitution on the independent National 
Electoral Commission with respect to political parties to which that the 
commission does not accord recognition. Section 42 (1) of the same 
constitution states further that; a citizen of Nigeria of a particular 
community, ethnic group, place of origin, sex, religion, or political opinion 
shall not by reason only that person he/she is such a person be subjected 
to any form of discrimination (FGN 1999). 
 
 
Women political participation in global politics is one of the contemporary 
issues of discussion in the political participation arena. Women constitute 
almost half of the world population, but their participation in decision 
making and general political processes is relatively low when compared to 
their male counterpart. 
 
 
Sbaity Kassem (2012) observed that, low levels of women's representation 
in elected public offices and gender inequality are a pervasive global 
phenomenon in politics. Women were underrepresented, discriminated in 
the global politics. The trend has a very long history as observed by 
Asmau (2012) “the women in ancient civilization sprang from Europe, Asia, 
Africa and the world over were no value and are merely regarded as 
chattels”. She further that, “the Encyclopedia Britannica describe the legal 
status of women in the Roman civilization as completely dependent; and if 
married her property is passed to her husband. In essence the wife is a 
purchased property so she is akin to a slave”. Janova and Sineau (1992) 
assert that, in numerous western democracies, suffrage became universal 
but excluded women. They further that, in the late 1950s all west 
European women, whether from Latin or Scandinavian countries were in 
general in the same boat: the narrow door of politics only allowed a tiny 
minority of women through to participate in the decision-making bodies. 
The trend remained the same in Nigeria as Agbalajobi (2010) observed 
that over the years, there has been a raging of debates over the 
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participation or desire of women in the country‟s politics. He further that, 
some argue that,: women are regarded as weaker sexes are social 
constructs owing to social value, norms and beliefs, which have placed 
them in a subordinate position to men in the nation‟s political system. In 
Nigeria, low level of women's participation in the country‟s politics is 
disturbing and alarming problem. This phenomenon affects the politics 
greatly from attaining a high level of recognition at international level and 
makes the government to face a lot of critics from its citizens. 
 
 
Afolabi and Lanre (2003) and Agbalajobi (2010) confirmed that; women 
constitute slightly more than half of the world population. Their contribution 
to the social and economic development of societies is also more than half 
as compared to that of men by virtue of their dual roles in the productive 
and reproductive spheres. Yet their participation in formal political 
structures and processes, where decisions regarding the use of societal 
resources generated by both men and women are made, remains 
insignificant. Presently, women‟s representation in legislatures around the 
world is 15 per cent. Despite the pronounced commitment of the 
international community to gender equality and to the bridging the gender 
gap in the formal political arena, reinforced by the Convention on 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and 
the Beijing Platform of Action, there are only twelve countries where 
women hold 33% or more seats in the parliaments (Zwingel, 2005). The 
situation is same in Nigeria as Agbalajobi (2010) confirmed that, Women in 
Nigeria constitute about half of the population in the country and are 
known to play a vital role as mothers, producers, time managers, 
community organizers and social and political activist. But despite the 
major roles they play and their population, the society has not given 
recognition to these and to the fact that they are discriminated against. 
 
 
The trend in Nigeria like in the globe has a long history and can be 
classified into three eras, that is, pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial 
eras. In Pre-colonial Nigeria, women take part and contributed immensely 
in the development of social, economic, educational and political spheres 
of the society. In the pre-colonial Nigeria for instance, women contributed 
to the sustenance of kin groups. Pre-colonial Nigerian economy was 
basically at the subsistence level, and Nigerian women participated 
effectively in this economy. Apart from being mothers and wives and taking 
charge of the domestic sector, women contributed substantially to the 
production and distribution of goods and services. Eyinade (2010) 
observed that, despite being a patriarchal society, Nigeria has a rich 
history of women breaking out of the mold to participate in politics. He 
further that, our pre-colonial history is replete with the exploits of Queen 
Amina of Zaria, who led armies to drive out the invaders from Zaria, and 
Moremi of Ile-Ife who sacrifices for her people speaks to selfless 
leadership that we are so bereft of these days. 
 
In the colonial and post-colonial Nigeria, the story has changed in which 
the participation of women in the colonial and post-colonial period 
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remained unsatisfactory. In colonial Nigeria, women were denied the 
franchise and very few of them were offered political and administrative 
appointments. The women‟s political participation is even more 
insignificant in the northern part of the country where the occupants are 
predominantly Muslims. The women in the northern Nigeria were denied 
right to partake in any political participation because of the strict Islamic 
beliefs, they are only considered as house wives (Eyinade (2010). 
 
 
In post-colonial period the story was slightly different because women 
were allowed to participate in the political affairs of the society. Eyinade 
(2010) also observed that, our recent speaks prominent women leaders 
like Funmilayo Ransome Kuti, a crusader and the scourge of despotic 
leaders, who lead Egba women on a protest against taxation; Margaret 
Ekpo, a prominent civil right activist and Iyalode Tinubu of Lagos among 
others exemplifies the rich participation of women in the economic scane; 
but yet the participation is still insignificant because in the northern part of 
Nigeria, women were still denied the right to franchise, as a result, 
prominent female politician like Hajiya Gambo Sawaba could not vote and 
be voted for.  Until 19 years of independence when the Nigerian 
constitution guaranteed women‟s right, generally prohibits any form of 
discrimination on the basis of sex, and denotes that women have the right 
to vote from 18 years of age and be voted for; women in northern Nigeria 
were given the right to franchise and these paved way between 1979 to 
1983 for few northern Nigerian women to hold political offices at the both  
the federal and state levels (Effah-Attoe, 2002).  
 
 
The military coup by December of 1983 led to the changes in the political 
structure of Nigeria yet again, when women‟s participation took other turns 
as the military once introduced the quota system as regards the 
appointment of women into government. The Muhammadu Buhari 
administration directed that at least one female must be appointed as the 
executive council in every state (Effah-Attoe, 2002). Even the subsequent 
regime of General Babangida in 1985 did not cater much for women as it 
simply continued the trend of little representation of women with no women 
representatives in the federal cabinet.  
 
 
Nigeria returns to civilian administration on May 29, 1999 after a long 
period of military dictatorship with a terrain increase of woman's 
appointment in public offices. For example, a woman emerges as deputy 
Governor in Lagos state. In the National assembly, there are 3 women 
emerges as senators out of 109 senate members, while in the House of 
Representatives, out of 360 members, only 12 women emerged as 
members. In the state house of assembly, very few women emerged as 
members. While in some other states, one or two emerged in the houses, 
most other states have virtually no females in their legislatures. A State 
like Cross River, Akwa Ibom, Rivers, Lagos and many more others do not 
have female members in their state legislatures. At the state and the 
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federal executive councils only few females were happened to be 
members (Ijim-Agbor, 2007). 
 
 
Previous research attests that, from colonial up to the present period, very 
few Nigerian women participated and emerged on Nigeria‟s landscape in 
spite of the efforts of pioneering women up to today the number of women 
participate in Nigerian politics is nearly insignificant (Effah-Attoe, 2002).  
 
 
This phenomenon (Low women‟s political participation), call the attention 
of stakeholders in the field of politics as many political thinkers, 
researchers and analyst  work toward understanding and suggesting way 
(s) through which this problem can be addressed. Research and analysis 
of political participation around the world attest that the level of 
participation of the individual is influenced by some factors such as; 
 
 
Socioeconomic Factor: Verba and Nie (1972) argued that, 
socioeconomic status is a determiner of individual political participation. 
They further argued that, individuals with high levels of socioeconomic 
resources such as education and incomes are more likely to adopt 
psychological orientations that motivate their participation in the political 
system. UNIFEM (2010) and DAW (2010) confirmed that, feminists and 
scholars have observed that the status of women is high in countries with 
higher GDP per capita. They argue that as the country‟s GDP per capita 
rises, the socioeconomic and political situation of women improves as a 
result of better educational attainment, economic contribution and 
representation.  Nigeria is among the thirty most unequal countries in the 
world with respect to income distribution. The poorest half of the 
population holds only 10% of national income. Significant rural-urban 
differences in income distribution impact, particularly on women, because 
54 million of Nigeria‟s 80.2 million women live and work in rural areas, 
where they provide 60-79% of the rural labor force. Nigeria is marked by 
huge geographical disparities. It has been observed that, human 
development outcomes for  women are worse in the North, where poverty 
levels are often twice as high as parts of the South (72% in the North-East 
compared with 26% in the South East and a national average of 54%). 
 
 
Ecological Factor: Another reason that for low participation politics is the 
ecological factor; This a factor  contributed immensely to the low level of 
women's participation in Nigeria as observed by Asmau (2012) The 
Nigerian political scene is not female friendly and above all not very 
favorable to  women. Despite the fact that we have come a long way from 
the era of the first, second, and third republics when women were used to 
chant, sing, dance and entertain crowds at rallies more needs to be done. 
The political arena is often perceived as a dirty vocation for crude and 
uncouth people who bend rules and subvert due process. The media are 
full of stories of unsavory and manipulative actions of members of the 
political class who are in essence corrupt. The political process is time 
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consuming with caucus meetings, campaigns, fundraising, primers etc. 
Nocturnal meetings are a norm rather than an exception. Historically the 
political scene is associated with women of loose morals who are deemed 
irresponsible. A great percentage of women are uncomfortable with such 
issues as hugging, handshakes, being raised shoulder high by youth who 
are high on drugs, use of foul language. As a result, women hardly will 
compromise their values for the sake of political participation and 
contribution to nation building. 
 
 
Cultural Practice: Culture is another factor militating against the 
participation of women in Nigerian politics as argued by Dangiwa (1971) to 
him, Hausa women have all along been minors legally and economically, 
they have been word of men and it is clear they had no political roles. They 
have no independent thinking powers. A number of cultural practices 
persist which prevent women from political participation. An institution like 
child-marriage and purdah are barriers to adult females exercising their 
basic constitutional rights, biological explanation usually given women low 
level of participation in politics reinforces the sexual ideology which 
underpins and emphasizes the social supremacy of men over women. 
Sarah (2004) argued that, Nigerian societies use culture to discriminate 
women. For example, women in Igbo societies are not expected to present 
kola nut. He further stresses that, party officials don‟t take a female 
candidate seriously, female aspirants are associated with negative 
labelling, the use of abusive language in addition to indignity problem. In 
addition to this, McRobbie (2009) pointed that, in traditional de-
politicization of female personality in childhood and adult socialization 
through group activities, aggressive political commitment is considered as 
unfeminine and unhealthy for women; in these cases suffer the threat of 
stronger sanctions being imposed on them for what may be considered 
improper in men.  
 
 
Political violence: Political violence is among the reasons that contributed 
immensely to the low level of women's participation in Nigerian politics.  
Political violence has become the feature of democratization in Nigeria. 
Many political activities were soaked by violence and killings. Political 
violence seems to be institutionalized in a Nigerian political process which 
make the politics look dirty in the eyes of many Nigerians, and this often 
discourages people more especially women from participating (Arowolo & 
Aluko, 2010). Political violence, thuggery and high level of intimidation is 
one of the factor limited women from participation in Nigerian politics as 
observed by (Asmau, 2012). 
 
 
Women’s Perception of Politics:Nigerians are awash daily with tales and 
news of dishonest and disreputable practice of some politicians. Thus, the 
common perception of politics is that it is a dirty trade that is reserved for 
people of questionable integrity who have little regard for the rule of law 
and due process. Therefore, women in politics are seen either as partners 
in crime or abettors of the vile committed by the political class. In order to 
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avoid the discoloration or blot associated with politicking, some women 
prefers to stay out or take a back seat. (Ngara & Ayabam, 2013:53) 
 
 
Government Policies: Some obstacles to women's participation can be 
found even in Nigerian policies which often contradictory to the provision of 
the constitution itself, for example; with the provisions of the Nigeria Police 
Regulation 124 and 127, and Nigeria tax laws and policies. Taxation of 
women in the public sector is still based on the preposterous premise that 
married women have no family responsibilities and are maintained by men, 
hence where both worked the men have the tax relief for children and 
dependents while women do not. The Police regulation that places 
restriction on married policewomen officers while in service is 
discriminatory. For example, women officers cannot marry without the 
prospective husband undergoing screening. This, however, is not 
applicable to the male officers. Furthermore, some provisions of the 1999 
Nigeria Constitution are discriminatory against women, especially in the 
areas of language (Section131), on citizenship (Section 29), and in the 
construction of section 42 that prohibits discrimination on the ground of 
sex, this is because the section preserves the equal status for men and 
women only in relation to law but does not extend the protection to practice 
neither does the provision protect women from private actors (UNCEDAW, 
2003). 
 
 
Illiteracy or Low Level of Education: Illiteracy or low levels of education 
are one of the major obstacles to women's political participation in Nigeria. 
UNICEF, survey 2004 revealed that, in Nigeria, only 60% of women aged 
30-45 years manage to complete their elementary education and only 26% 
proceeded to the secondary level. Similarly, a survey by the National 
Planning Commission indicates that 50% of women had no formal 
education (Okpilike & Abamba, 2013:159). This invariably translates to 
why comparably few numbers of women qualify for jobs in the formal 
sector. The limited number of educated women also accounts for why only 
few women present themselves as candidates for elective positions. 
 
 
Religious Teachings: Nigerian society is dominated by two major world 
religions; (Islam and Christianity) and perhaps the religions preach male 
supremacy and domination over the affairs of the family, and female 
subordination and submit to the husband, and it has been established right 
from creation. This is one of the reasons that limited women from 
participating in Nigerian politics. Nolte, Danjibo and Oladeji (2009) 
observed that, the religious dimension has become more prominent since 
1999, when political liberalization allowed a greater degree of freedom of 
worship; this makes it possible and easier for religion to play a role toward 
shaping the participation of women in the political process. 
 
 
Inadequacy of willing and Educated Women: Some women in Nigeria 
naturally subject themselves to domestic activities and the need to prevent 
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broken homes. This inevitably reduces the number of qualified women for 
both elective and appointive positions. Eyinade (2010) stress that, the 
perception of women on politics is that; “politics is a dirty game”: politics is 
perceived as a dirty vocation that is reserved for unrefined people who 
have little scruples with bending the rules and subverting due process.  
 
 
High Cost of Election: Although this equally affects men, but the rate at 
which it affects women is more pronounced in Nigeria. The high cost of 
financing political parties and campaign is a big obstacle to women. In 
Nigeria the minimum cost of gubernatorial election could go as high as 200 
million Naira (Equivalent to RM5 million). This is very huge amount that 
few women in Nigeria can mobilize its (Collier, and Vicente, 2012).  
 
 
Issue of Indigineity: This is another major barrier that militates against 
women's participation in politics. Women who are married outside their 
constituency of birth and want to contest in their marriage constituency are 
usually regarded as non-indigene by the people from that 
constituency.Even those women participated,  it has been observed that, 
their  involvement in politics is mostly at the level of voting and latent 
support and this is an attribute of some forms of electoral violence and 
conflicts perpetrated and perpetuated by men and male youths as also 
identified by (Olasunkanmi, 2014). 
 
 
Despite the above mentioned factors, in recent time, there is an increase 
in the number of women that participate in Nigerian politics when compare 
to the previous time as however identified by, (The Nigerian CEDAW 
NGO, Coalition Shadow report 2008, New York, United Nations Committee 
on the Elimination of all form of Discrimination against Women) but still the 
percentage of the informants is negligible when looking at the women 
population in the country and by considering the international standard of 
30% benchmark. 
 
 
1.2 Problem  Statement 
 
Political participation is an ideal feature of democracy and democracy 
presumes participation of every eligible citizen in determining the political 
direction of a country. In this regards both men and women were expected 
to participate in the decision making process without any bias or jeopardy. 
 
It's common knowledge that in the present day, women were entirely 
absent or underrepresented in the world politics and political process. 
Research and literatures confirmed that women were left behind in the 
world, politics and the political process, and that stopped many country‟s 
democracy from reaching its peak and attaining international recognition. 
Many African country‟s democracy  in which Nigeria is inclusive was 
relegated and unrecognized by international environment due to the fact 
that features of ideal democracy did not operate or  work properly and one 
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of them is the inability of  women who form almost half of the country‟s 
population to take part in the decision making process. 
 
 
Reynolds (1999) in his study have confirmed that Nigerian women were 
merely absent in the country‟s politics and the study suggest that there is a 
need to employ the mechanism through which will bring to the fore a 
solution to some of the identified factors that are responsible for making 
women‟s voices and action in Nigerian politics and political processes 
unheard and unseen.   Women conference in 1995 suggests at least 35% 
representation of women in both elective and appointive positions in every 
democratic country, but yet in Nigeria, the suggestion is still unrealistic, 
because women were still marginalized in the country‟s politics.  This 
problem makes imperative for stakeholders to find a way and long lasting 
solutions that will save Nigerian democracy from becoming ridiculous. 
 
 
In recent time more especially from 1999 up to present day,  research and 
literature confirmed that, women political participation trend, witness a 
tremendous increase, but yet the participation is insignificant when looking 
at their population, which about 49% of Nigerian population and also by 
looking at the international standard benchmark of at least 35% 
participation. (Arolowo and Aluko, 2010) This makes it necessary to look 
for ways that will boost participation of women in Nigerian politics and of 
course that is what informed the choice of this research study titled 
“Women and political participation in Nigeria” with a particular reference to 
Kaduna state.  
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Figure 1.1:Women participation in the political process in Nigeria 
(INEC, 2009). 

 

 
 

Figure1.2:  The women in Jonathan’s life 
(http://www.vanguardngr.com/2012/12/the-women-in-jonathans-life/) 
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Figure 1.3: Beyond Numbers: Women Political Marginalization in 
Nigeria (http://www.genderacrossborders.com/2011/10/14/beyond-
numbers-women%E2%80%99s-political-marginalisation-in-nigeria/) 

 

 

Figure 1.4:Source: G:\Boosting women’s political participation vital 
for democracy, UN forum stresses.mht 
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1.3 Objectives of the Study 

 
1. To examine the women political participation trend in Nigeria; 

 
2.  To determine factors that influence women‟s political participation 

in Kaduna State Nigeria; and  
 

3. To evaluate the obstacles that hinder women‟s political 
participation in Kaduna State Nigeria. 
 
 

1.4 Research Questions 

 
In an attempt to realize our objectives, the researcher come up the 
following research questions  
 

1. What is the women political participation trend in Nigeria? 
2. What are the factors influencing women‟s political participation in 

Nigeria? 
3. What are the obstacles that hinder women‟s political participation 

in Nigeria?  
 
 

1.5 Significance of the Study 
 
The essence of any research is to contribute meaningfully to the 
development and advancement of knowledge. This research seeks to 
identify the factors that influence women‟s participation in politics is 
imperative to the extent that, the findings when applied will help toward 
enhancing women‟s participation in Nigerian politics generally.  
 
 
Another factor that informed the importance of this research work is that, 
Nigeria is presently working toward achieving its vision 2020 in which part 
of the vision is to consolidate its democratic system of governance, 
thereby meeting up with international standard and part of the criteria is to 
employ all necessary means of giving every individual qualified member of 
society chance to take part in the decision making process. 
 
 
This study attempted to employ means of giving almost half of the Nigerian 
population, which are women the opportunity to take part in the decision 
making process.  
 
 
The literatures reviewed by this research will help to shed more light to the 
understanding of the global trend of women‟s political participation and will 
also help in educating women about the imperatives of their participation in 
political affairs of the society. 
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The research findings and suggestions will help decision makers toward 
employing means of encouraging women‟s participation in politics; the 
study can also be used as a reference material for individual or group that 
may want to undertake a study on the same or relevant topics. Finally, this 
study will contribute to the existing knowledge, thereby bridging gap (s) 
among scholars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

126 
 

REFERENCES 

 

 
Adhiambo-Oduol, J. (2003). The socio-cultural aspects of the gender 

question. Report of the Constitution of Kenya Review 
Commission, 147. 

Afolabi, A. A., & Lanre, A. (2003). Gender audit 2003 election: An issues in 
women's political participation in Nigeria. Women Advocates 
centre, Heinrich Boell Foundation, 2003. 

Agbaje, A. (1998). The ideology of power-sharing: An analysis of content, 
context and intent. Federalism and Political Restructuring in 
Nigeria. Ibadan: Spectrum. 

Agbalajobi, D. T. (2010). Women participation and the political process in 
Nigeria: Problems and prospects. African Journal of Political 
Science and International Relations, 4(2), 075-082. 

Achebe, C. (2010). Igbo women in the Nigerian-Biafran War 1967-1970 an 
interplay of control. Journal of Black Studies, 40(5), 785-811. 

Ake, C. (1996). Democracy and Development in Africa. Brookings 
institution press. 

Akunyili, D. (2003, June 13). Women and leadership. Vanguard, June. 
Retrieved from http://www.vanguardngr.com/ 

Alvarez, R. M., & Nagler, J. (1995). Economics, issues and the Perot 
candidacy: voter choice in the 1992 presidential election. 
American Journal of Political Science, 39(3),714-744. 

Aminu A.W. (2008). Political Thuggery and rigging: A Critical reflection on 
April 2007 election in Nigeria in Adeniji A.A et‟al(eds) Nigerian 
Democracy: The Journey so far. Jilat publishers 2008, pp. 279-
285. 

Angelica, O., Laurel, E., & Dianne, W. (2001). Ethics in qualitative 
research. journal of Nursing Scholarship, 33(1), 93-96. 

Anke, R. (2007). Women's access to occupations with authority, influence 
and decision making power. Geneva: International Labour 
Office (ILO). 

Anifowose, R. (2004). Women political participation in Nigeria: Problems 
and prospects: Paradox of Gender Equality in Nigerian Politics. 
Concept Publications Lagos. 

Anigwe, A. (2014). Perception of women in political leadership positions in 
Nigeria. Unpbulisged PhD Thesis, School of Socialwork, 
Walden university. 

Archer, J. (2009). Intersecting feminist theory and ethnography in the 
context of social work research. Qualitative social work, 8(2), 

http://www.vanguardngr.com/


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

127 
 

143-160. 

Arowolo, D., & Aluko, F. (2010). Globalisation, democracy and good 
governance: The interface. Academic Leadership Journal8(3), 
1-9. 

Arowolo, D., & Aluko, F. S. (2010). Women and political participation in 
Nigeria. European Journal of Social Sciences, 14(4), 581-593. 

Arowolo, D., & Aluko, O. (2012). Democracy, political participation and 
good governance in Nigeria. International Journal of 
Development and Sustainability,1(3), 797-809. 

Ary, D., Jacobs, L., Sorensen, C., & Walker, D. (2013). Introduction to 
research in education. Cengage Learning. 

Asmau, Y. (2012). Muslim women and political participation in Nigeria. 
Paper presented at the Muslim and democracy conference. 

 Attoe, S.A.E (2015).Problems militating against women in politics. online 
nigeria. community portal of Nigeria. Retrieved September 10, 
2014from 
http://www.onlinenigeria.com/nigerianwoman/?blurb=151 

Aver, T. T., Nnorom, K. C., & Targba, A. (2013). Political violence and its 
effects on social development in Nigeria. International Journal of 
Humanities and Social Science, 3(17), 261-266. 

 Awe, B. (1995, Octobeer 31).  Women‟s political participation: Why the 
barriers. Daily Times.Retrieved from http://dailytimes.com.ng/ 

Barrett, M. (2014). Women's oppression today: The Marxist/feminist 
encounter. Verso Books. 

Bashevkin, S. (2009). Women, power, politics: The hidden story of 
Canada's unfinished democracy.Oxford University Press. 

Basu, A. (2005). Women political parties and social movement in south 
Asia. United Nations Research Institute for social Development. 

Basu A., J., Niraja., Nussabaum M., & Tambiah Y. (2003). Essy on gender 
and governance in India: Human Development Resouce Center 
(HDRC), United Nations Development Programme. 

Baxter, S., & Lansing, M. (1983). Women and politics: The visible majority. 
University of Michigan Press. 

Begler, E. B. (1978). Sex, status, and authority in egalitarian society. 
American Anthropologist, 80(3), 571-588. 

 Bello, M. (2013). Challenges to women participation in electoral politics in 
Nigeria. Unpublished Master Thesis, School of International 
Relations, Zirve University Gaziantep-Turkey. 

http://www.onlinenigeria.com/nigerianwoman/?blurb=151
http://dailytimes.com.ng/


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

128 
 

Bible:Ephesians5:2124: Retrived on 30 March, 2014 From 
http://www.bibleing.com/versions/nasb.html?gclid=CNPHs4OR4
LoCFTF04god3nwA-w 

Bjarnegård, E., & Zetterberg, P. (2011). Removing quotas, maintaining 
representation: overcoming gender inequalities in political 
party recruitment. Representation, 47(2), 187-199. 

 Blay, Y. (2008). All the "Africans" are men, all the "sistas" are "American," 
but some of us resist: Realizing African feminism(s) as an 
Africological research methodology. Journal of Pan African 
studies, 2 (2), 58-73. 

Blondel, J. (1970). Legislative behaviour: Some steps towards a cross-
national measurement. Government and Opposition, 5(01), 
67-85. 

Blunt, A., & Rose, G. (Eds.). (1994). Writing women and space: Colonial 
and postcolonial geographies. Guilford Press. 

Bogdan, R. B. (1992). Qualitative research for education: An Introduction 
to theory and methods. Boston, Allyn and Bacon. 

Boserup, E. (2007). Woman's role in economic development. Earthscan. 
 
Brody, R. A. (1978) The puzzle of political participation in America, in 

Anthony King (Ed.).The new american political system, pp. 
287-324. American Enterprise Institute, Washington, DC. 

Bryman, A. (2012). Social research methods: (4th ed). New York: Oxford 
university press. 

Bucy, E. P., & Gregson, K. S. (2001). Media participation a legitimizing 
mechanism of mass democracy. New media & society, 3(3), 
357-380. 

Castillejo, C. (2009). Women's political participation and influence in Sierra 
Leone. FRIDE. 

Charles, I. E., & Ikenna, M. A. (2009). Electoral process and gender 
discrimination in Nigeria: A Case study of 2003 and 2007 
general elections. Journal of Sustainable Development in 
Africa, 10(4), 113-128. 

Chiazor, A. I., & Egharevba, M. E. (2013). Money politics and good 
governance in Nigeria. International Journal of Social 
Sciences and Humanities Reviews, 4(2), 122-136. 

Chukwuemeka, E., & Eze, S. C. (2011). Democratization and women‟s 
political space in Nigeria: A Critical appraisal. Journal of Public 
Administration and Governance, 1(1), 219-236. 

Collier, P., & Vicente, P. C. (2012). Violence, bribery, and fraud: the 
political economy of elections in Sub-Saharan Africa. Public 
Choice, 153(1-2), 117-147. 

http://www.bibleing.com/versions/nasb.html?gclid=CNPHs4OR4LoCFTF04god3nwA-w
http://www.bibleing.com/versions/nasb.html?gclid=CNPHs4OR4LoCFTF04god3nwA-w


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

129 
 

Collins, P. H. (2002). Black feminist thought: Knowledge, consciousness, 
and the politics of empowerment. Routledge. 

Conover, P. J. (1988). Feminists and the gender gap. The Journal of 
Politics, 50(04), 985-1010. 

Cook, E. A., & Wilcox, C. (1991). Feminism and the gender gap: A second 
look. The Journal of Politics, 53(04), 1111-1122. 

Cresswell, J. W. (2007). Qualitative inquiry and research design (2nd ed.). 
Thousand Oaks, CA, Sage. 

Cresswell, J. W. (2009). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative and 
mixed methods approaches (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA, 
Sage. 

Dahlerup, D. (2006). Women, Quotas and Politics (Vol. 10): Taylor & 
Francis. 

Dairo, O. O. (2013). Women, political participation and decision making in 
Nigeria since independence. Retrieved July 5, 2014 from 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2239881 

Dangiwa, A. M. (1971). Changing Role and Status of Hausa women in 
Northern Nigeria. Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, Nigeria. 

Arowolo, D., & Aluko, O. (2012). Democracy, political participation and 
good governance in Nigeria. International Journal of 
Development and Sustainability, 1(3), 797-809. 

DAW (2005). Equal participation of women and men in decision-making 
proesses with particular on political participation and 
leadership. Expert group meeting in Addis-Ababa, 24th – 
27thOctober, 2005. 

Dawn, S., & Spencer., L. (2003). The foundation of qualitative research. 
London Thousand Oaks, Sage. 

De Paola, M., Scoppa, V., & Lombardo, R. (2010). Can gender quotas 
break down negative stereotypes? Evidence from changes in 
electoral rules. Journal of Public Economics, 94(5), 344-353. 

Duerst-lahti & Rita, M. K. (2006). Consequence of gender for women and 
political leadership. Women and political leadership. Women 
and politics Institute, school of public affairs, American 
University of Washington.  

Effah-Attoe, S. (2002). Women in the development of Nigerian since pre-
colonial times. Retrieved April, 22, 2007. 

Eyinade, A. (2010). Women and participation in Nigeria: The imperative of 
empowerment. African Executive: Centre For International 
Private Enterprises (CIPE)(295). 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2239881


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

130 
 

Ezeani, O. E. (1998). Gender and political participation in Nigeria. 
International Journal of Studies in the humanities, 1(1), 96-
107. 

FGN (1999). The Nigerian constitution, federal government of Nigeria. 
Retrieved February 27, 2015 from http://www.nigeria-
law.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm 

Field, P. A., & Morse, J.M. (1992). Nursing research: The application of 
qualitative approaches. London: Chapman & Hall. 

Flick, U. (1998). An introduction to qualitative research. London: Sage. 

Fukuda-Parr, S. (2003). The human development paradigm: 
operationalizing Sen's ideas on capabilities. Feminist 
Economics, 9(2-3), 301-317. 

Fung, A. (2006). Varieties of participation in complex governance. Public 
administration review, 66(1), 66-75. 

Gaventa, J. (1998). Poverty, participation and social exclusion in North and 
South. Ids Bulletin, 29(1), 50-57. 

Gaventa, J., & Valderrama, C. (1999). Participation, citizenship and local 
governance. workshop on ‗Strengthening participation in local 
governance‘ Institute of Development Studies, June 21-24, 
1999. 

Geary, W. M. (2013). Nigeria Under British Rule (1927). Routledge. 

Genevieve, P.B. (1999). Participation of Women in Political Life: An 
assessments of developments in national parliaments, political 
parties, government and the in parliamentary union. Paper 
presented at the fourth conference on women. Geneva on 18th 
October, 1999. 

Gerring, J. (2004). What is case study and what is it good for? American 
Political science Review,, 98(02), 341-354. 

Glick, P., Lameiras, M., Fiske, S. T., Eckes, T., Masser, B., Volpato, C., ... 
& Wells, R. (2004). Bad but bold: Ambivalent attitudes toward 
men predict gender inequality in 16 nations. Journal of 
personality and social psychology, 86(5), 713-728. 

Hausmann, R., Zahidi, S., Tyson, L., Hausmann, R., Schwab, K., & Tyson, 
L. D. A. (2009). The global gender gap report 2009. World 
Economic Forum. 

Hollegue, M. (2011) Rethinking the stability of political interest. A paper 
prepared for a meeting of the University of Wisconsin‟s 
political behaviour research group 0n 7th July, 2011. 

Ijim-Agbor, U. (2007). The independent national electoral commission as 
an (IM) partial umpire in the conduct of the 2007 elections. 
Journal of African Elections, 6(2), 79-94. 

http://www.nigeria-law.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm
http://www.nigeria-law.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

131 
 

Ikeda, K. I., Kobayashi, T., & Hoshimoto, M. (2008). Does political 
participation make a difference? The relationship between 
political choice, civic engagement and political efficacy. 
Electoral Studies, 27(1), 77-88. 

Inglehart, R., & Norris, P. (2000). The developmental theory of the gender 
gap: Women‟s and men‟s voting behavior in global 
perspective. International Political Science Review, 21(4), 441-
463. 

Irvine, H., & Gaffikin, M. (2006). Getting in, getting on and getting out: 
reflection on a qualitative research project. Accounting, 
Auditing & Accountability journal, 19(1), 115-145. 

Isham, J., Narayan, D., & Pritchett, L. (1995). Does participation improve 
performance? Establishing causality with subjective data. The 
World Bank Economic Review, 9(2), 175-200. 

Jackson, R. A. (1995). Clarifying the relationship between education and 
turnout. American Politics Research, 23(3), 279-299. 

Jacquetta, N., &  Linda, A. White (2012). Women, politics and public 
policy: The political struggles of Canadian women (2nd 
ed.).Don Mill, Ontario: Oxford. 

Jacquette, J., (ed) (1974). Women in politics. New York, John Willey & 
son. 

Jacquette, J. S., Wolchik, S.L., (Eds) (1998). Women and democracy: 
Latin America, central and estern Europe. Johns Hopkins 
University press. 

Janova, M., & Sineau, M. (1992). Women's participation in political power 
in Europe: An essay in East-West comparison. Paper 
presented at the Women's Studies International Forum. 

Jeanne, E. O., & Paul, D.L. (2010). Practical research: Planning and 
design. New York, Pearson. 

 Jekayinfa, A. (2000).Economic empowerment a panacea for active 
participation of Nigerian Women in Politics. Retrieved January 
12, 2000 from 
https://www.unilorin.edu.ng/publications/jekayinoluwa/11.%20
ECONOMIC%20EMPOWERMENT%20A%20PANACEA%20F
OR.htm 

Karl, M. (1995). Women and empowerment: participation and decision 
making (Vol. 10). London, Zed Books. 

Kaufman, M. (1991). Differential participation: men, women and popular 
power. CERLAC (Centre for Research on Latin America and 
the Caribbean). 

Koeng, L. W. (1973). Toward a Democracy: New York Harcourt Brice 
Joranouich Inc. 

https://www.unilorin.edu.ng/publications/jekayinoluwa/11.%20ECONOMIC%20EMPOWERMENT%20A%20PANACEA%20FOR.htm
https://www.unilorin.edu.ng/publications/jekayinoluwa/11.%20ECONOMIC%20EMPOWERMENT%20A%20PANACEA%20FOR.htm
https://www.unilorin.edu.ng/publications/jekayinoluwa/11.%20ECONOMIC%20EMPOWERMENT%20A%20PANACEA%20FOR.htm


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

132 
 

Kolawole, T. O., Abubakar, M. B., Owonibi, E., & Abayomi, A. (2012). 
Gender and party politics in Africa with reference to Nigeria. 
Online Journal of Education Research, 1(7), 132-144. 

Laird, F. N. (1993). Participatory analysis, democracy, and technological 
decision making. Science, Technology & Human Values, 18(3), 
341-361. 

Lamprianou, I. (2013). Contemporary political participation research: A 
critical assessment. In Democracy in Transition (pp. 21-42). 
Springer Berlin Heidelberg. 

Leighley, J. E., & Vedlitz, A. (1999). Race, ethnicity, and political 
participation: Competing models and contrasting explanations. 
The Journal of Politics, 61(04), 1092-1114. 

Levin-Waldman, O. M. (2013). Income, civic participation and achieving 
greater democracy. Journal of Socio-Economics, 43, 83-92 

Lim, C. (2010). Mobilizing on the margin: How does interpersonal 
recruitment affect citizen participation in politics?. Social 
Science Research, 39(2), 341-355. 

Lincoln, Y. S., & Guba, E. G. (1985). Naturalistic inquiry. Thousand Oaks 
CA, Sage. 

Lipset, M. S. (1960). Party system and representation of social group. 
Archives eurpe-ennes de sociologie 1, 50 – 85. 

Lucas, J. (1998). The tension between despotic and infrastructural power: 
The military and the political class in Nigeria, 1985–1993. 
Studies in Comparative International Development, 33(3), 90-
113. 

Luka, R. C. (2011). Women and political participation in Nigeria: The 
imperatives of empowerment. Journal of social sciences and 
public policy, 3, 24-37. 

Maduagwu, M.O. (2012).Electoral violence and the challenges of 
democratic consolidation in Nigeria; lesson from the April post- 
election violence in northern Nigeria. Nigeria‘s conclusive 
federalism; perspective on flash points of conflicts in northern 
Nigeria. Foladex press LTD, Ibadan. 

Mama, A. (1995). Feminism or femocracy: State of feminism and 
democracy in Nigeria. African Development, 20(1), 37-58. 

Mama, A. (2003). Restore, reform but do not transform: The gender 
politics of higher education in Africa. Journal of Higher 
Education in Africa, 1(1), 101-125. 

 Mansbridge, J. (1995). A Deliberative perspective on neocorporatism, in 
Wright E.O. (ed.).Associations and Democracy. London: 
Verso. 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

133 
 

Mansbridge, J. (1995). Does participation make better citizens?. The Good 
Society, 1-7. 

Manza, J., & Brooks, C. (1998). The gender gap in us presidential 
elections: When? Why? Implications? . American Journal of 
Sociology, 103(5), 1235-1266. 

Mason, J. (2002). Qualitative researching: Sage. 

Mazur, A. G. (2009). Comparative gender and policy projects in Europe: 
Current trends in theory, method and research. Comparative 
European Politics, 7(1), 12-36. 

McRobbie, A. (2009). The aftermath of feminism: Gender, culture and 
social change. Sage. 

Mehra, R., & Rojas, M. H. (2008). Women, food security and agriculture in 
a global marketplace. International Center for Research on 
Women (ICRW). 

Mekgwe, P. (2010). Post African feminism?.Third text, 24(2), 189-194.  

Merriam, S. B. (1998). Qualitative research and case study applications in 
education. San Francisco, Jossey-Bass. 

Merriam, S. B. (2001). Qualitative research and case study application in 
education. San Francisco, Jossey-Bass. 

Merriam, S. B. (2009). Qualitative Research: A guide to design and 
implementation. San Francisco, Jossey-Bass. 

Merriam, S. B. (2014). Qualitative research: A guide to design and 
implementation. John Wiley & Sons. 

Mike, k. (2003). Politics and political power relations in Nigeria. Dat and 
Partners logistics ltd. Lagos, Nigeria. 

Miles, M. B., & Huberman, A. M. (1994). Qualitative data analysis: An 
expanded sourcebook. (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA, Sage. 

Mofoluwawo, E. O. (2014). Social, cultural and economic discrimination to 
women participation in African politics: The case of Nigeria. 
International Journal of Learning and Development, 4(1), 169. 

Moon, B. E., Birdsall, J. H., Liesluk, S., Garlett, L. M., Hermias, J. J., 
Mendenhall, E., Schmid, P. D., & Wong, W.H (2006). Voting 
counts: Participation in the measurement of democracy. 
Studies in Comparative International Development, 41(2), 3-32. 

Morse, J. M., Barrett, M., Mayan, M., Olson, K., & Spiers, J. (2008). 
Verification strategies for establishing reliability and validity in 
qualitative research. International Journal of Qualitative 
Methods, 1(2), 13-22. 



© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

134 
 

Nancy, J. A. (1996). Gloal women political leaders: An invisibility history, 
an increasingly important future. Leadership Quarterly, 7(1), 
133-161. 

Nandita, B., Sunayana, W., Tina, K., & Ravi, V. (2012). Opportunities and 
challenges of women's political participation in India: A 
synthesis of research fundings from selected districts in India. 

Newland, K. (1979). Women in politics: A global review. International 
Journal of Intercultural Relations, 3(4), 393-406. 

Ngara, C. O., Ayabam,  & Alexius T. (2013). Women in politics and 
decision making in Nigeria: Challenges and prospects. 
European journal of Business and Social Science, 2(8), 47-58. 

Njogu, K., & Orchardson-Mazrui, E. (2006). Gender inequality and 
women's rights in the great lakes: Can culture contribute to 
women's empowerment? Retrieved 30, September 2006, from 
www.unesco.org 

Nkomo, S.M.,& Ngambi, H. (2009). African women in leadership: Current 
knowledge and a framework for future studies. International 
journal of African Renaissance Studies, 4(1), 49-68. 

Nolte, I., Danjibo, N., & Oladeji, A. (2009). Religion, politics and 
governance in Nigeria. religion, politics and governance in 
Nigeria. religion and development programme. working paper 
39. University of Birmingham. Retrieved February 27, 2015 
from www.rad.bham.ac.uk 

NPC (2006). Population census, Nigerian population commission. 
Retrieved November 27, 2014 
fromhttp://www.population.gov.ng/ 

Nwabunkeonye, U. P. (2014). Challenges to women active participation in 
politics in Nigeria. Sociology and Anthropology, 2(7), 284-290.  

Nwanegbo, C. J., & Odigbo, J. (2012). Women‟s political participation and 
politics of disempowerment in Abia state of Nigeria. European 
Journal of Business and Management, 4(20), 1-9. 

O'Dwyer, L. M., & Bernauer, J. A. (2013). Quantitative research for the 
qualitative researcher. Sage Publications. 

Ogundipe-Leslie, M. (1994). Re-creating ourselves: African women & 
critical transformations. Africa World Press. 

Ogunlela, Y. I., & Mukhtar, A. A. (2009). Gender issues in agriculture and 
rural development in Nigeria: The role of women. Humanity & 
social sciences Journal, 4(1), 19-30. 

Okolie, A. M. (2004). Political behaviour. Academic Pub. Co. Enugu. 

Okpilike, F. M. E., & Abamba, G.O. (2013). Sociological explanation of 
male dominance in Nigerian party politics: Implication for 

http://www.unesco.org/
http://www.rad.bham.ac.uk/
http://www.population.gov.ng/


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

135 
 

education. British Journal of Education, Society and Behavioral 
Science, 3(2), 154-162. 

Jacob, F. O., Ighodalo, A., Justine, C., & Oteh, C. O. (2012). Feminism 
and political participation in Nigeria: An Empirical analysis. 
International Journal of Asian Social Science, 2(7), 1077-1092. 

Olasunkanmi, A. (2014). Subordinated by culture: Constraints of women in 
elective politics in Nigeria. Lex Humana, 6(1), 1-8. 

Olufuunke, A.J (2014). Women‟s political participation at the local 
government level: A case study of Akoko South West Local 
Government Area, Ondo State, Nigeria. European Scientific 
Journal,10(10) 1857-7431. 

Oluwatusin, A. O., & Abolarin-Egbebi, A. F. (2015). Poverty and the 
sustainability of democracy in Nigeria.Journal of Humanities 
and Social Science, 20(2), 36-42. 

Omodia, S.M., Erunke, Canice E., &Shuaibu U. A. (2013). The role of 
women in nigerian politics: Conceptual and theoretical issues 
for an enhanced political participation in the fourth republic. 
Journal of Studies in Social Sciences,5(1), 88-105. 

Omoye, A. S. (2013). Determinants of intangibles assets disclosure in 
annual report: evidence from Nigerian quoted companies. 
International Journal of Asian Social Science, 3(5), 1152-1165. 

 Omoye, I.F. (2012). Women‘s participation and performance in nigeria 
politics: challenges and solutions. Paper presented at Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung 12 December, 2013. 

Pateman, C. (1970). Participation and democratic theory. Cambridge 
University Press. 

Patton, M. Q. (2000). Qualitative Research & Evaluation Methods. (3rd 
ed). London: Sage. 

Patton, M. Q. (2002). Qualitative research and evaluation methods (3rd 
ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA, Sage. 

Peonidis, F. (2013). Democracy as popular sovereignty. Lexington books. 

 Perera, M. (2015).The year of accountability for women in Nigeria?. The 
women in public service project. Retrieved 11, October 2003 
from 
http://womeninpublicservice.wilsoncenter.org/2015/01/16/2015
-the-year-of-accountability-for-womens-political-participation-
in-nigeria/ 

Peshkin, A. (1993). The goodness of qualitative research. Educational 
Researcher,, 22(2), 23-29. 

http://womeninpublicservice.wilsoncenter.org/2015/01/16/2015-the-year-of-accountability-for-womens-political-participation-in-nigeria/
http://womeninpublicservice.wilsoncenter.org/2015/01/16/2015-the-year-of-accountability-for-womens-political-participation-in-nigeria/
http://womeninpublicservice.wilsoncenter.org/2015/01/16/2015-the-year-of-accountability-for-womens-political-participation-in-nigeria/


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

136 
 

Powell Jr, G. B. (1980). Voting turnout in thirty democracies: Partisan, 
legal, and socio-economic influences. Electoral Participation: 
A Comparative Analysis, 534. 

Qur'an: surah 2 verse 34: Retrieved 30, march 2014 
Fromhttp://quran.com/> 

Rathod, A. (2014). Women political participation and representation in 
India. Issue brief Delhi policy group. 

Rauta Z. (2008). Violence in Nigeria politics: Issues, causes, and solutions, 
in Adeniji A.A et al. (eds.). Nigerian democracy: The Journey 
so far. Jilat publishers  (pp. 286-291). 

Reynolds, A. (1999). Women in the legislatures and executives of the 
world: Knocking at the highest glass ceiling. World 
Politics, 51(04), 547-572. 

Roslan, B. (2011). Qualitative research method. Unpublished lecture note 
delivered in Qualitative research method class in Universiti 
Putra Malaysia (UPM) on the November 23

rd
 2011. 

Rubin, H. J., & Rubin, I. S. (2011). Qualitative interviewing: The art of 
hearing data. Sage. 

Rupp, L. (2012). Women hold 20% of the world political power. Bloomberg. 
 

Saffioti, H. I. B., & Vale, M. (1978). Women in class society. Monthly 
Review Press New York. 

Salihu, A. (1999). Women and democratic process in Nigeria: Problems, 
prospect and challenges. Journal of political scientist, 9(5), 
101-114. 

Sarah, J., Mrs (2004, june, 15). Rotation should be made between men 
and women. New Nigerian Newspaper, june. Retrieved 
fromwww.newnigerianewspwper.com 

Savenye, W. C., & Robinson, R. S. (1996). Qualitative research issues and 
methods: An introduction for educational technologists. 
Handbook of research for educational communications and 
technology, 1171-1195. 

Sbaity Kassem, F. (2012). Can women break through? Women in 
municipalities: Lebanon in comparative perspective. Paper 
presented at the Women's Studies International Forum. 

Sen, P., & Kelly, L. (2008). CEDAW thematic shadow report: Violence 
against women in the UK. 

Shvedova, N. (2005). Obstacles to women‘s participation in parliament. 
Women in parliament: beyond numbers, 33. Trydells Tryckeri 
AB, Sweden. 

http://quran.com/
http://www.newnigerianewspwper.com/


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

137 
 

Singleton, R. A., & Bruce, C. Straits (2005). Approaches to social 
research. Nueva York, Oxford University Press. 

Skocpol, T. (1979). States and social revolutions: A comparative analysis 
of France, Russia and China. Cambridge University Press. 

 Sogbesan, H. (2015, July 13). Analysis: 2015 elections hold no promise 
for improved women representation in Nigerian politics. 
Premium times newspaper.Retrieved 
fromhttp://www.premiumtimesng.com/features-and-
interviews/179136-analysis-2015-elections-hold-no-promise-
for-improved-women-representation-in-nigerian-politics.html 

South-South Forum (2012) Translating women participation in politics into 
critical actions and influence. International regional seminar on 
women‘s political empowerments. Ghana. 

Standing, G. (1989). Global feminization through flexible labor. World 
development, 17(7), 1077-1095. 

Staurt, M. J. (2003). The subjection of women. New York, W.W Norton. 

 
Sunnah At-Tirmidhi 1163: Retrived 30, march 2014 

Fromhttp://www.alim.org/library/hadith/TIR/1163 
 
Tahri, R. (2003, November). Women‟s political participation: The case of 

Morocco. In International IDEA/Electoral Institute of Southern 
Africa/Southern African Development Community 
Parliamentary Forum Conference,‗The Implementation of 
Quotas: African Experiences‘, Pretoria (pp. 11-12). 

Thomas, S., & Wilcox, C. (Eds.). (2014). Women and elective office: Past, 
present, and future. Oxford University Press. 

Togeby, L. (1994). The gender gap in foreign policy attitudes. Journal of 
Peace Research, 31(4), 375-392 

Toyin, O. S. (2014). Party conflicts and democratic consolidation in Nigeria 
(1999-2007). International Journal of Humanities and Social 
Science, 4(11), 248 – 269. 

Trochim, W. M., & Donnelly, J. P. (2001). Research methods knowledge 
base.Cornell University. 

UNCEDAW (2003). United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(UNCEDAW).Combined fourth and fifth periodic report of the 
states parties Nigeria. 28th April, 2003. 

UNDP (2006). Human development report. New York, United Nations. 

UNECA (1989). United Nations Economic Comission for Africa (UNECA). 
(1989) Statistics and Politics—ECA Preliminary Observations 
on the World Bank Report. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

http://www.premiumtimesng.com/features-and-interviews/179136-analysis-2015-elections-hold-no-promise-for-improved-women-representation-in-nigerian-politics.html
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/features-and-interviews/179136-analysis-2015-elections-hold-no-promise-for-improved-women-representation-in-nigerian-politics.html
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/features-and-interviews/179136-analysis-2015-elections-hold-no-promise-for-improved-women-representation-in-nigerian-politics.html
http://www.alim.org/library/hadith/TIR/1163


© C
OPYRIG

HT U
PM

138 
 

UNICEF (2006). Equality in politics and government reapind the double 
dividend of gender equality. in The state of world children 
2007. Retrieved 4, April 2015 from 
http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/report/chapters.php 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). (2003). World 
population prospects:The 2002 Revision – Highlights. United 
Nations Population Division, New York, USA. 

Verba, S., Nie, N. H., & Kim, J. O. (1978). Participation and political 
equality: A seven-nation comparison. University of Chicago 
Press. 

Verba, S., & Nie, N. (1972). Participation in America: Political Democracy 
and Social Equality. New York, Harper and Row. 

Walcott, F. H. (1990). Writting up qualitative research. California,Sage. 

Zahrah, N. A. (2011). Beyond Numbers: Women's political marginalisation 
in Nigeria. Retrieved 01, March 2015 from 
http://www.genderacrossborders.com/2011/10/14/beyond-
numbers-women%E2%80%99s-political-marginalisation-in-
nigeria/ 

Zwingel, S. (2005). How do international women‟s rights norms become 
effective in domestic contexts? An analysis of the Convention 
on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW). Unpublished PhD Thesis, Ruhr-University 
Bochum,Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/report/chapters.php
http://www.genderacrossborders.com/2011/10/14/beyond-numbers-women%E2%80%99s-political-marginalisation-in-nigeria/
http://www.genderacrossborders.com/2011/10/14/beyond-numbers-women%E2%80%99s-political-marginalisation-in-nigeria/
http://www.genderacrossborders.com/2011/10/14/beyond-numbers-women%E2%80%99s-political-marginalisation-in-nigeria/

	POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN KADUNA STATE, NIGERIA
	ABSTRACT
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	CHAPTERS
	REFERENCES



