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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of University Putra Malaysia
in fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

TRANSFORMATION OF FICTION FROM THE LATE TANG TO
NORTHERN SONG DYNASTIES

By
NG YEAN LENG

September 2015

Chair: Assoc. Prof. Lim Choon Bee, PhD.
Faculty:  Modern Language and Communication

This is a study of the different styles of literary narratives of the late Tang and
Northern Song dynasties. These works include literary sketches and fictions in
classical language and set on fantasy and romantic backgrounds, and short
stories based on oral narratives in the “modern” language. The purpose is to
examine the transformation of these works based on literary records, the concept
of fictional writings, literary texts, and literary styles. Although the spirit of the
Tang and Song dynasties differed, yet the literary transformation during this
period is marked by a continuation of styles and internal structures. The
discussion is placed in the context of the traditional view that holds the incipient
fictions of the Tang in high regard at the expense of Song works. From the
long-term and objective perspective, the trend towards the “modernization” of
Tang fantasy writings that represent the incipient form of novels has a
far-reaching influence on the study of the transformation of the literary forms of
fiction. This literary transformation during the transitional period has to be
viewed from the perspectives of prevalent social and political realities, regional
cultures, changes in literary styles, and internal forms of the novels. By
exploring the different strands of influence of the literary styles and attitudes on
fictional writings, the study will attempt a re-appraisal of the historical
significance of this literary genre.



Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti Putra Malaysia
sebagai memenuhi keperluan untuk ijazah Doktor Falsafah

TRANSFORMASI KARYA FIKSYEN DARI AKHIR DINASTI TANG KE
AWAL DINASTI SONG

Oleh
NG YEAN LENG

September 2015

Pengerusi: Prof. Madya Lim Choon Bee, PhD.
Fakulti: Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Kajian penyelidikan ini menitikberatkan transformasi karya fiksyen dari akhir
dinasti Tang ke awal dinasti Song, termasuk genre fiksyen sketch, fiksyen
fantasi dan romantik dalam bahasa klasik, serta fiksyen skrip cerita dalam
bahasa vernakular. Penyelidikan ini berasaskan tranformasi yang terpapar
melalui rekod sastera, konsep sastera, teks sastera dan perubahan style serta
bahasa karya fiksyen. Namun pemikiran dan spiritual pada dinasti Tang dan
Song adalah berbeza, akan tetapi transformasi karya fiksyen pada tempoh ini
seharusnya mempunyai kesinambungan dalam style genre dan struktur internal
yang tersendiri. Penilaian semula seharusnya diberi kepada fiksyen dinasti Song
yang sentiasa dipandang ringan jika berbanding dengan dinasti Tang. Selain,
reformasi dari dinasti Tang kepada Song terutama dalam perpektif dimana
Dinasti Song ialah titik permulaan kepada China Moden sebenarnya membekal
suatu saluran penting dalam kajian ini. Transformasi karya fiksyen dari akhir
dinasti Tang kepada awal Song seharusnya dititikberatkan dari perspektif sosial
dan budaya masyarakat, perubahan style dalam genre fiksyen dan struktur
internal dalam teks cerpen. Berasaskan tinjauan terhadap transformasi internal
kepada warisan, sinkretisme dan inovasi genre fiksyen, penilaian semula akan
diberikan kepada kedudukan sastera dan seterusnya memaparkan pengertian
sejarah sastera yang sebenar.
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