Malaysian

* diver JUN
HOONG beats
China’s best
to win gold at
World Aquatics
Championships

ETALING JAYA: Malaysian
diver Cheong Jun Hoong
(pix) made history when she
won the country’s first
dlvmg gold medal on Wednesday in
the women’s 1om platform individual

final at the World Aquatics.

Championships in° Budapest,
Hungary - beating the more

illustrious Chinese divers in the

process.
“My god, ’'m a world champion!”

Cheong said in disbelief after she |

came in first with 397.5 points.

“I hoped for a medal, but I didn’t '

think I could beat the Chinese
divers,” she said of China’s Si Yajie,
- who took the silver with 396 points.
Si was the silver medallist for the
event at the Rio Olympics last year.
Si’s compatriot and rexgnmg

Olympic champxon Ren Qian, who
won silver in the event in 2015, took

the bronze with 391.95 points.
Chinese divers have long
dominated the event at the world
championships, winning 22 medals,
16 more than any other country.
This was the second time 28-year-
old Cheong from Perak tasted victory
at the tournament, after she
partnered Pandelela Rinong to take
the bronze in the women s.Jom
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{From left) Ren Cheong and Si pose wi
World Aquatlcs Champ'onshlps in Budapest Hungary, on Wednesday.

-: the Mexxeo Olymplcs in1968.
Khairul cle ‘edzo 9 seconds at

o the toast of social media and her
Facebook page was flooded with
congratulatory messages, with
many commenting that she had
given the nation an early Merdeka
gift and urged her to keep up the

i champion #Negaraku in the

2.4 PO
Cheong s win comes duringa
week which also saw local sprinter
Khairul Hafiz Jantan smashing the
200m sprint record set by “Flying
Doctor” Tan Sti Dr M. Jegathesan
of the event at

KUALA LUMPUR Former prime
minister Tun Dr Mahathir Moha-
“mad has to stop “disturbing” the

- government as his time is already
- over, said Federal Territories
i ansterDatukSenTengkuAdnan :
 Tengku Mansor. “Enough is
enough. His time is already over.

~ Why does he need to keep dis-
turbing the government led by
o ﬁ,.lairent Prime Minister Datuk Seri
ajib? He (Najib) will administer

e country his way,” he said-

PUTRAJAYA: The Election Com-
mission (EC) has said there is no
need for a by-ele :
Lenggeng state seat in Negri
Sembilan, which fell vacant follow- -
ing the death of its incumbent
Datuklshak Ismaj on July 18. “In
- view of the state assembly‘s
. mandate ex mng by June next
ear, a by-election need not be

h their medals after the women's 10m platform individual final at the eld,” it said in a statement.
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' it is anational pride. Thank you
Najib Itazak and Deputy - national athletes,” said Ahmad
Prime Minister Datuk SenAhma . Zahid.

- Zahid Hamidi took to Twitterto YouthandSportsMinister
congratulate Cheong. Khaxry]amaluddmcongrat\ﬂated

“Congratulations @ her for making the country proud .
'nglﬁist world ~ andsaid it was another historic

gold win for Malaysian athletes.
Women’s Platform event at - He expressed hope Cheong’s
#FINABudapest2or7,” said Na]lb :  extraordinary feat, and other
“Congratulations@ =~ - record-breaking achievements by

: cheongjunhoong world champion - other athletes, would inspire the

in women’s rom platform rest to do their best at the SEA
individual. History is createdand .  Games next month.



