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Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia (AIM) has distributed a total of RM 1.02 billion to
147,554 participants in rural areas under the microcredit program since it
established in 1987. Following the footstep of Grameen Bank in Bangladesh, - { Deleted: foot step
AIM is one of the NGOs, which plays_an important role in lifting up the poor __ - { Deleted
households out of poverty. AIM provided microcredit loan and non-financial
assistance to the poor to increase their income through income generating
activities. Thus, the objective of the study is to investigate the effectiveness of
AIM microfinance as perceived by the recipients_in eradicating poverty {De'eted: in eradicating poverty among rural
poor
among rural poor.
A sample of 1218 recipients that took loan from AIM in six states were { Deleted: spondents
selected as respondents to the study._In this study, purposive random { Deleted:
sampling strategy was adopted. The surveys were conducted in the Northern
Region, which consists of three states (Perlis, Kedah and Perak), two states in_  Deleted: ,




Eastern Region (Kelantan and Terengganu) and Sabah. After choosing these

states, several towns in each states has been selected. The reason for choosing

these states was due to its highest incidence of poverty in Malaysia

meanwhile those towns were selected because the poverty incidence were

random sample was drawn from AIM meeting centers in each town and

identify the respondents who met the criteria for inclusion in this study,

Descriptive analysis, chi-square analysis, factor analysis and logit model
were applied to determine the effectiveness of AIM program as perceived by
the borrowers in the eradication of poverty. The results showed majority of
loan recipients agreed that AIM brought positive impacts on lives of the
borrowers. On the other hand, there were significant relationships between
demographic factors such as locations, level of education and years of
experience as a member of AIM and level additional income generated by

respondents. Factor analysis identified five factors that influence the success

the effectiveness of microfinance of AIM in poverty eradication program.

AIM activities are perceived by its recipients as effective and do contribute to
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poverty alleviation in Malaysia. AIM not only acts as an economic stimulator,

but also far reaching social impacts on its members. This shows that
microfinance institutions are a significant part of the infrastructure necessary

for rural development.
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Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia (AIM) telah mengagihkan kredit berjumlah RM
1.02 billion kepada 147,554 peserta di kawasan luar bandar di bawah
program kredit mikro semenjak ia ditubuhkan pada 1987. Dengan
menggunakan pendekatan Grameen Bank di Bangladesh, AIM merupakan
salah satu daripada badan bukan kerajaan (NGO) yang memainkan peranan
yang penting dalam membantu isirumah yang miskin keluar dari
kemiskinan. AIM memberikan pinjaman kredit mikro dan bantuan bukan
kewangan kepada golongan miskin untuk meningkatkan pendapatan
melalui aktiviti meningkatkan pendapatan. Oleh itu, objektif kajian ini
adalah untuk mengkaji keberkesanan kewangan mikro AIM dari pandangan
peserta dalam menghapuskan kemiskinan di kalangan penduduk miskin

luar bandar.
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Seramai 1218 peserta yang mendapat pinjaman AIM dari enam negeri telah
dipilih sebagai responden untuk kajian ini. Dalam kajian ini, strategi
persampelan rawak bertujuan telah digunakan. Tinjauan telah dilakukan di
tiga negeri di Zon Utara (Perlis, Kedah, Perak), dua negeri di Zon Timur
(Kelantan dan Terengganu) dan Sabah. Selepas negeri-negeri tersebut dipilih
sebagai kawasan kajian, beberapa daerah di negeri-negeri tersebut juga turut
dipilih. Negeri-negeri tersebut telah dipilih kerana mempunyai kadar
kemiskinan yang tertinggi di Malaysia, begitu juga dengan bandar-bandar
tersebut. Memandangkan sahabat-sahabat AIM menghadiri mesyuarat
mingguan di pusat perjumpaan, satu persampelan secara rawak telah
dilakukan untuk memilih pusat mesyuarat AIM di setiap bandar dan

.mengenalpasti responden-responden yang memenuhi kriteria kajian ini.

Analisis deskriptif, analisis Chi-square, analisis faktor dan model logit telah
digunakan wuntuk menentukan keberkesanan program AIM dalam
menghapuskan kemiskinan. Keputusan menunjukkan bahawa majoriti
daripada penerima pinjaman bersetuju bahawa AIM telah memberikan
impak yang positif terhadap kehidupan para peminjam kredit mikro. Dalam
analisis Chi-square, terdapat hubungan yang signifikan antara faktor-faktor
demografik seperti lokasi, tahap pendidikan dan pengalaman sebagai
sahabat AIM dengan tahap pendapatan sampingan responden. Analisis
faktor telah mengenal pasti lima faktor yang mempengaruhi kejayaan

program AIM di kalangan sahabat dari persepsi sahabat AIM. Faktor-faktor
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tersebut adalah seperti berikut: sokongan komuniti, pembangunan
pengetahuan dan kemahiran, pembuatan keputusan, aktiviti peningkatan

pendapatan dan peningkatan kesejahteraan.

Kajian ini meneliti pelbagai dimensi persepsi responden ke atas
keberkesanan kewangan mikro AIM dalam program menghapuskan
kemiskinan. Dari sudut persepsi responden, aktiviti-aktiviti AIM adalah
berkesan dan turut menyumbang dalam menghapuskan kemiskinan di
Malaysia. AIM bukan sahaja bertindak sebagai penjana ekonomi, malah
turut memberikan impak sosial terhadap sahabat-sahabat AIM. Ini
menunjukkan bahawa institusi kewangan mikro merupakan sebahagian

daripada infrastruktur yang diperlukan untuk pembangunan luar bandar.
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INTRODUCTION

11  Background of the Study
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reduced poverty as well as has improved income distribution in a multiracial __ - { Deleted: and )
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Malaysia’s real gross domestic product (GDP) grew at an average of 5.88 percent - { peleted: per cent ]
per year from 1980 to 2006 and resulted in ample employment opportunities
that contributed to higher incomes and improved quality of life, especially
among the poor.
Table 1.1 : Malaysia real GDP, 1980-2006
(RM billion)
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