
An analysis of lexical negative transfer in English writing of Malay students 

ABSTRACT 

This is an exploratory research examining written work in English of Malay college students, 

analysing lexical errors that occurred in their work, which were caused by the negative 

transfer from the students’ mother tongue. The study also categorized the errors and gave 

some pedagogical suggestions on reducing the lexical errors to improve students’ English 

writing. Students involved were Malays at foundation level, with an age range from 17 years 

to 19 years old. Out of 40 participants, 15 of them were males and 25 were females. The 

categorical analysis and findings of this study aim to gain educators' understandings on 

Malay-based lexical negative transfer problems in learning English and trigger educators to 

take note on the problems in order to improve students' language learning strategy. 
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