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"The 17-step
jump from its
66th position

last year will
definitely
bolster the
spirit of the
university
community to
further enhance
the quality

of teaching,
learning and
research in
UPM.”
Professor Dotin Paduka

Dr Airsi Meris,
LPM vice-chancellar

"After breaking into the league of the top 30 universities in Asia
last year, the new milestone achieved by the university this year

is a result of better scores for the research output and impact
indicators of the ranking measure.”

Tan Sef Professar Dr Mobsd Amin Aalebudin, University of Maiops viie-choncelion

'UPM enters Asia’s Top 50

TARGET SURPASSED:
Biggest leap

in ranking
improvement
among local
varsities

I QL YEOH AND ZULITA MUSTARA
ehuCatonginst onmumy

HIVERSITI Putra Malaysia-
(UPM) managed to be placed
among the top 50 Asian unb-
versitles while University of Malaya
(UM has once again made the
eountry prood of its achisvenment by
artaining the rankof 27, uprwo post-
tlons from last year.
Accarding eo the laness QS Warld
University Rankings which was

released last Tuesday, UM now ranks -

49th best univarsity in Asda, moving
up 17 places (roem 115 previowus posi-
tlon and achieving the biggest leap
in terms of ranking improvement
among Malsysian universities.

In addition, UPM also succeeded
inplacing iteelf as Malaysia’ second-
best university, thus recording an
imypressive impeovement Inrankings
for threeconsecutive yearssinte 2034,

UPM vite-chanoeilor Professo:
Datin Paduka Dr Alnd Iderls sald
UPM's achlevements so far this year
have surpassed its inftial target of
reaching G0th poaition among Asxs
best universizies,

*The 17-step jump from its &6th
positicn last year will definitely bol-
suer the spirin of the university com-
muanity to further enhance theguality
of teaching. leaming and reseanch in
TP, she gaid.

“This accompiishment will hope-
fully motivate UPM to continues its
szreal of excellence, ultimarely lead-
Ing to meaningfal contributions for
societal progress and national well-
being ™

This year, {5 intreduced a new
indicator—Staff with Phl—and
among Malaysian public universi-
thes, UPM succeeded in obtainingthe
highest $core far this indicates.

UM vice-chancellor Tan 51 Pro-
fescor Dr Mohd Amin Jalaludin said
the pesatits gt UM toge in the nation,
a posithon thatthe universiny has sus-
tained since the introdwetion of this

ranking for universities in Asia,

Headdad that the resulis aks wit-
nessed conrinuous Improvements
due to the university community’s
concerted efforts that contributed to
& sready rise in the ranking over the
years.

“After breaking inte the ague
of the top 30 universities in Asia East
year, the niew milestone achieved by
the university this vear is a result of
better soores for the ressanch ourpun
and impact indicators af the mnk‘lng
mieasure,” he said,

“LIM scored well for ies efforts in
promoting student exchange and
mability programmes which ben-
efited more than 2,000 students
annually. Despéte some Mucnuations,
the university’s drive for internation-
atisation continued to daliver positive
results on the ranking "

According to Mohd Amin, the
university's focus on strengthening
fundamentals through the many
phases ol ies sorapeghc plan has helped
to cushlon some of the immediate
impact of Sértain challenges.

“The strong fundamentals buaik
thss far provided the impetus for the
eniversity to compete regionally and
internationally. The multi-pronged
srrateghes 1o Intenslfy research and
emphasis on publishing in high-
tiered journals has increased pro-
dwerivity [ erms of both quangicy
and quality, as well a5 the impact of
riegearch outpur,” he said.

Mohd Amdn added char the univer-
sity-Industoy linkages and collabora-
tigns with other regional and world-
renowned institutions have led to
new synergies in teaching, research,
comsnercialisstion and innovations.

“The path ahead for UM to do
better in rankings is even mone chal-
benging than before as the university
climbs nearer vo the wop leagae. The
university needs to ensare the con-

timuity of the strategic eforts it has

e in, and phat they eonringe 1o pa-
duce better resules within the dew
financial constraints that emerged.”
et iaidl

Whilethe results are pecognition of
UM's regional standing. the achigve-
ment this year did not come saty.

*Several methodological changes
were made by S that included not
anly re-sealing of weights assigned
w ranking indicators, bur also the
introduction of a new criterion that
measures the quality of training of
axademic suaflin tesme of parcentage
of staff with PhiD gualification.

“Fublications and citations were
alsa weighted squally according 1o
five areas of specialisation, which
wene not taken into actount in the
ranking system before.” said Mohd
Amin.

*These changes brought about a
new playing hekld with congiderable
implizaripns on the ranking resufts
that may not be directly favourable
il not systematically dealt with in
fudre,

“Within the country, the formula
has changed significanthy due to the
current economic conditions that
demand the universicy wo channel
resources to find new sources of
funding and venture into incgame-
generating scyivithes.

“among others, the change
impacted on internationalisation
effares, ag well as the push for high
impact research and drive te increase
the university's global prominence
that are imporeant faerods for better
ranking resul{s.”

Based on the Rankings by Subject
anmounced in March this pear, four
Malaysian public wniversities have
been ranked among the world s top
100 unlversizies for Archirecouref
Bullt Envirenment while the thres
subjects of Development Studies,

Chemical Engineering and Electri-
cal & Electronbs Enginesring mades i
among the top 50,

UM emerged as Malaysia's top-
ranking university, ranking inthe wop
five among local public unbrersitbes
for 26 subjects.

Of these, UM made i1 among the
workd's top 100 unversithes for Archi:
tecture/Built Environment, English
Language & Liveragure, Linguistics,
Compurer Sclence & Info Systems,
Engineering - Chembsal. Engineering
-Electrical & Electronic, Engineering
= Mpchanleal, Aeronautical & Mamu-
facturing. Development Stadiss and
Education.

[1s highest rankings were 30th In
the world which iz achieved for Devel-
opment Stadies and 37th for Elactri-
cal & Electronic Engineering.

Both Universiti Sains Malayvsia
(LISM) and Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UEM)were each ranked in
the top five for 22 subjects,

Of the X2 subjects, U150 made it
ameng the worlds vog 100 univer-
sities for Architecrure/Buile Envl-
ronment. Computer Science & Info
Systems, Engineering - Chemical,
Engineering - Ebecrrical & Electronic,
Englneering - Mechanical, and Aeoo-
nautical & Manufaciuring, Pharmacy
& Pharmaookogy, Environmental 5ci-
ences, Deve Srudies and Edu-
cation. It ks placed 46th in the world
for Chemical Engineering.

KM made it among the world’s
top 10 universities for Architectuns/
Built Envircnment, Eduesation, and
cactal Podicy & Adminisrration.

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
made it among the worki's top 100
universities for Archizecture/Buik
Envitonment, Engineering - Chemi-
cal, and Enginééring - Electrical &
Electronbe, while UPM-achleved its
highest ranking for Agri l:u]:urn: &
Fomestry,
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