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AVITARASU Elanghovan was an ex-
e cellent science stedent, beth during
w1l his secordary school years and his
A8 Bhfoundateon year in Universiti Putra

Malaysia [UBM],

Hecause of his cutstanding SPM resulis, ke
wias allowed to undertake the eight-month Tase-
track faundation programene where he scored
an &- for Physical Chemstey and an A for -
ganic Chemistry

Tewards the and of the foundation pro-
grameme, Kavivarasu had to chocse his pre-
ferred degree course.

"My tather badly wanled me to study engi-
neering, while my mather was hapeng for me I
became B medical doctor,” ke said.

"Bt | ke | waslin't be hapgy Being stuck
whlh these submecls for the next few yearsinihe
university

I decided to follow my qut feeling and ap-
plied to $tudy Econamics, although | ddn't hawe
any concrebe reason far doing sa.

"0 juest kv Bt if SRimgs didnt furn out wedl,
| ek ‘Sli:l{hal'lgf.' Y Conirse alter one year "

As he was then only 18 years old. he did not
feal ary pressure cver making his chaice.

"My frst revelation: I you are a prospeciineg
undergraduate student, atways follow your m-
slingt.” hi said,

Tfou have to be happy with what you are
studying, S6 den't jusl Simaly di whal your par-
Entg BEk Yo R do

“Whatever you declde lor yoursedl, your par-
ants will still hope-for your success. Mothing
will make your parents happier than seeing you
happy.” -

Kavivarasu's first wear in Economics turded
oud i e laatasine”

"Altheugh | was new to the subject. | put in'a
bot af hard wark fo undersiand the fopics well.”
he said

“Many of my friends had an Economics back-
ground: some even did a Diploma for ihree
years. | was warried in the Beginning of being at
] E-:S-aﬁ‘-.'-Ell"-l-ElgE.

“Hewever, | managed to pvercome that feel-
ing when | starfed to realise that this was nat a
camgpelition

“My prifmacy aim wasd b schieve persanal
perfection, and nol to be the besi among my
frends,”

Havrarasy said ore of his menters. Tan Sni
Sred Jalaludin. cnce told him: "Dan't rush o
achigve anything. Keep it $low :II'II:'._ steady, be-
Cause it's not & matter of when you achieme i, 85
661G % you Achiend iL”

With that in mind, he ackieved & perfect GPA
scoee of 4,00 in his first sermester

"My second revelation: Mething is impossible
unless you say 50 yourself,”

From his frestman year itsell, Kanayarasu
b&gan 19 Lake parl i $SOOUS CoMpallsang

“Thie first compeiticn i-;-'.'lll'ltd was i.'ll"{lbahi:r
the Glabal Sectal Veniure Challenge. a social -
nenvatich compatition,” he said

'D'-.lr:ng this time, 1 was mof only encouraged
by mmy mentor D Ahmaed Razman Abdul Latidf,
wha beloeved in me and alss gave mae ihe chanoe
to work with hig brilliant MBA students.

“We wers the sals fenalist team from Ma-
laysia and in the final rownd in Banghabk. Thai=
land, we bagged the Best Sixty Seconds Pitching
Enwgerd,

_H-',' third revelation: Dan'l Bmit :.'I}'J-"Sl!ll b
academis wark, but 2150 get irvalved e compe-
EILHHAS. B vl D WO ll-ﬂl:I-'«"i'E‘ﬂQE and axpoasurg

“The connechions you make in the process
can camg in useful in the later part of your life.”

Havivarasu was also mentaned by Prolesss
Catine Faduks Aira [derm, who was then UPM's
S pelily vita-chancaller of BCadermics Al N
the unnversity s vice-chancetlar

"She was gver ready to offer valzable advice
whien naeded, while her hemility i something
that | hawe abwirys admired,” he said.

“Shie was the one wha guided me ta apply lor
Sludy sbrodd 18 wWiden My Experenes.

E
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Life lessons

learntin varsity

Kaviyarasy spend his second year in Queen
Mary LUintversity o London under the Study
Abroad programme

“Liwing in London was auciting &% the peaple
there were Triendly and | also enjoped the win-
bier eold foe o har:-ge af wogther,” e said,

“Befare | vend, | often keard people say that
Malaysian graduates were not performing well
pvarseas. To mip, however, it's not sboul where
you study bul hiow you study.”

Kaviyarasu £aid be made the tirme and effset
ta read the entire Moneyand Banking Dextbeok,
which was £80 pages thick,

He alsa toek on 3 part-fime job at McDen-
akds, evan thoyugh b had enough mongy 10 SuUg-
tain himseld, just for the experience of working
part-time.

He ga:d: | a1l remembar Lhe lﬂﬂjl whan Yy
manager asked me: Yow are stedying in Queen
Mary, why you are hore?®

"My time in McDonalds was an eye-opeming
one,

“Most of the workers in McDonalds warked
really hard for & lrang. Their salanes were not
High, Bt Ehiry wpre Always Rappresiale af work

'H:r fourth revelation: Mongy goesnt guwar=
aniee happsness, which is what lies ingsde your
higart and is not 1o be faund culside.”

Following his réturn ta UPM from Lendon,
Faviyarasu was accepled into the Perdana Fel-
Lo hip programme Bl placed as an exbLu-
tive intern wnder Datuk Abdul Rahiman Dahian,
at that time the minister af Urban Wellbeing,
Housing, and Lecal Gewernment

“Thee time Spent wilh Rhifm &% my mentor was
& conhifmalsan 16 A 1hET Studenls shawld un-
lﬂl!-'g-'.'l mermships for vaduable pab exposyre
1hat well serve them well in launching their ca-
reger iafer, REsaid

"My fth rovedation: Having a good mentlar is
asvaluable as your {owr years of studies.”

Mawrpsraiy said fhat & UEM Lesturer anos
1old hifm: Ia yeur pourney thegugh ble, i's nat
yaur hrairs alene that will bring you to greater
h-?lﬁ-'l'.S- 15 your good deeds.as well
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Well. | was at ane time assigned 35 a Math-
ematics tular 2nd my job was fo guide a siudent
preparing far his GOSE examénation for one
hour on Saturdays

“This sfudent had scored a T in his first a5-
sessment before starting his sessions with me,
and | knew that by merely teachang hefm the
subjec matter, be wowld mal Score an A

| then corslanily moinated Pam white 'ﬂlnllﬂ-
irg Birm e Ghe subject; there were occassans
wehien | spant more ime on rmativaton and that
led 10 him 12king on @ more positive putlook and
attityde

“He scored an A far kit brial axamanston, snd
that was a win bar boih of vt

S0, iy sixth revelatson =0 Don't forged to
gree hack b spciety as well. Volunbeering & not
about gatting something for yoursell, although
yoal gefinitely wan't be I.ue;u';ing ouk,”

Kavivarasy is alse a firm belisver that rd man
s an istand, and everyone needs o have friends,

I iy el Baine Unal rrlny frserds, bt | have
gl}{lﬂ oS those wha will be there whenever |
need them and They don't expect aryihingin rg-
turn,” b said

I have Faithiud Friends Trom iy chiddhood
days, and these {orged duning my undergradu-
AL yRATS,

“There is ane guy whom | met only a year
apl, hut we became close less than bwo weeks
after we first met, We would hang out 3t mam-
ak restaurants and pust have endless datus-
s1eas abaut warld alfairs.

“That's hony Beautitud Lile can be

“And that’s iy SEnRnih cevelatesan; How you
will ba in five years’ time &5 alsoe determined by
the peeple you hang argund with today.”

¥aviyarasu graduated with a first class de-
grie and is Sludying 1o became an ICAEW char-
tered accouEntant

He i5 alsa president of The Perdana Feliows
Alumni Ascoceation, gngd recently atlended She
townhall dialogue with Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Majib Razak concerning the 2050 Natsanal
Transiormaton [THSO] plan.
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