
I FOO? DEFENCE

Need 'to address and
enhancefood security,

C'!; Food industry
. players need to

open up to a broader
scope of se~urity
awareness and
implementation beyond
. their conventional
perception of demand
and supply.

""Vl.......... ODD security relies on
the availability of a suf-
ficient quantity and
quality of 'nutritious
food for a population.

In the Economist Intelligence
Unit's (ElU) 2015 Global Food Se-
curity Index,
M a I a ys i a was
placed at 34th out
of 109 countries,
but was far behind
Singapore, which
was ranked second
as the most food se-
cure country in the
world, behind only
the United States
and five other
neighbours in' the
Asi a -Pacifi c re-
gion.
This presents a major opportu-

nity for improvement and, as one
of the major food producing coun-
tries in the region, there is more to
be focused on food security needs,
particularly from the food produc-
tion industry.
At present, the importance of

food security in Malaysia is per-
ceived from the perspectives of
supply and demand based on the
agricultural sector, mostly focus-

ing on industrial crops and food.
Like any other developing coun-

try, Malaysia has enjoyed the ben- .
efits of cheaper food imports.
This has indirectly impacted in-

dustries by stressing the need to
enhance productivity and efficien-

cy and, during the
food crisis in 2008,

. the country strug-
gled to secure ad-
equate food supply
for the population.
It is commend-

able that Universiti
Putra Malaysia
(UPM), in 2014, es-
tablished a Food
Security Centre as
an initiative in its
2014-2020 Strate-

gic Plan which encompasses aca-
demic programmes and strength-
ening its engagement with the in-
dustry, which includes the
University-Community Transfor-
mation Centre.
In the face of enhancing the

country's food security, a compo-
nent identified in the Critical Na-
tional Infrastructure, it is timely
that the agenda of Food Defence be
brought to light as an integral part
of promoting food security, par-

ticularly in food manufacturing
environments. Food defence com-
plements the entire "farm to table"
conceptby addressing concerns on
intentional contamination, delib-
erately caused by criminal and
subversive elements such as ter-
rorism, with concerns ranging
from attacks of biological. chem-
ical, radiological or e~en physical
m~ans. .
Perhaps UPM, in collaboration

with relevant government agen-
cies, such as the Home Ministry,
may want to consider this aspect of
food security in its initiative to
raise awareness and also as a need
as the country moves toward a
more globalised environment,
such as the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship which addresses issues per-
taining to security and defence as
one of its key initiatives.
To be ahead of the game, food

industry players need to open up to
a broader scope of security aware-
ness and implementation beyond
their conventional perception of
demand and supply as an integral
key component in their corporate
culture.

• KHEN HAN MING,
Shah Alamo Selangor




