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Tesis ini mengkaji mengenai profesionalisme tentera di Indonesia dan Thailand.    

Tujuannya adalah untuk melihat peranan tentera dalam pembangunan politik semasa 

kedua-dua negara menghadapi krisis kewangan pada tahun 1997.  Persoalan yang hendak 

dijawab ialah: sejauh manakah profesionalnya tentera di dua negara berkenaan sebelum 

dan semasa berlakunya krisis kewangan 1997?  Selain itu, tujuan tesis ini adalah untuk 

menganalisis langkah dan strategi yang diambil oleh tentera kedua-dua negara bagi 

menjadi profesional sesuai dengan perubahan politik yang berlaku di negara masing-

masing.  Bagi mendapatkan dapatan yang sah, tesis ini menggunakan data primer yang 

dikutip melalui temu bual mendalam dengan sumber autoritatif, dan juga data sekunder 

yang diperolehi dari buku, jurnal, akhbar dan hasil kajian sarjana lepas.  Bagi memandu 

tesis ini, kerangka konsepsual profesionalisme tentera dan pembangunan politik 

digunakan sebagai alat analisis bagi diuji di kedua-dua negara yang diteliti.  Dapatan 

kajian mendapati tiga hal penting.  Pertama, tentera Indonesia dan Thailand sebelum 

berlakunya krisis kewangan 1997-1998 adalah tidak professional disebabkan oleh latar 

belakang sejarah yang kuat.  Ini dapat dilihat dalam kes tentera Indonesia yang terlibat 

dalam kehidupan sosiopolitik sivil sejak sebelum kemerdekaan lagi sehingga sudah 

menjadi kebiasaan bagi mereka untuk turut serta dalam kehidupan politik sehari-hari.  

Manakala penglibatan tentera Thailand dapat dilihat sejak revolusi pada tahun 1932 lagi 

yang mengubah lanskap politik di negara tersebut sehingga memberikan ruang yang besar 
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bagi tentera berperanan dalam kehidupan sosiopolitik sivil.  Kedua, reformasi politik 1998 

berjaya mendorong tentera Indonesia menjadi tentera profesional, manakala goncangan 

politik yang berlaku di Thailand tidak berjaya mengubah peri laku tentera menjadi 

profesional.  Ini kerana kejatuhan Soeharto akibat reformasi rakyat telah membuatkan 

tentera Indonesia kembali ke barak, manakala tenteraThailand masih turut campur tangan 

dalam kehidupan sosiopolitik sivil.  Ketiga, strategi yang dijalankan oleh kerajaan 

Indonesia dan TNI tersusun dengan baik mulai daripada memisahkan tentera dengan 

kepolisan, memansuhkan fungsi teritorial tentera, melarang tentera berniaga, dan tidak 

memberi izin kepada tentera untuk terlibat aktif dalam kehidupan sosiopolitik sivil kecuali 

mereka menanggalkan pakaian tenteranya.  Manakala di Thailand pula, tentera tidak 

berjaya melakukan transformasi politik kerana elit sivil selalu menarik tentera ke dalam 

sosiopolitik sivil.  Akibatnya, profesionalisme tentera di Thailand tidak beranjak daripada 

penglibatannya dalam kehidupan sivil.  Dengan dapatan tersebut, kajian ini menyumbang 

satu aspek penting bagi khazanah ilmu politik, iaitu profesionalisme tentera dapat 

dilaksanakan dan dilakukan atas inisiatif tentera itu sendiri, bukannya dari luar.  Ini 

berlaku di Indonesia kerana tentera Indonesia memahami erti penting pelaksanaan 

demokrasi bagi pembangunan politik yang bertamadun di negara tersebut. 
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This thesis examines military professionalism in Indonesia and Thailand. The aim is to 

see the role of the military in the political development of both countries especially 

during the financial crisis of 1997.  The question that needed to be answered is: what is 

the extent to which the military of both countries were professionalism before and 

during the financial crisis of 1997?  In addition, this thesis also seeks to analyze the 

measures and strategies taken by the Indonesian and Thai military in seeking to 

become professional in accordance with the political changes that were occurring in 

their respective countries.  To obtain valid and reliable results, this thesis uses primary 

data collected through in-depth interviews with authoritative sources, as well as 

secondary data obtained from books, journals, newspapers and previous studies. To 

guide this thesis, a conceptual framework of military professionalism and political 

development are used as a tool of analysis. The result showed three important findings.  

First, the Indonesian and the Thai military lack professionalism before the financial 

crisis of 1997-1998 and this could be explained by their respective historical 

background.  In Indonesia, the Indonesian military has been involved in the socio-

political lives of the people and this began even before the country’s independence.  It 

therefore has become a tradition for the military to participate in daily political life of 

its citizens.  However, in Thailand, the involvement of the military started with the 

1932 revolution and it was this incident that changed the political landscape of the 

country because it provided a large space for the military to play an active role in the 

socio-political lives of its peoples.  Second, the political reform in Indonesia in 1998 
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had pushed the military to become professional, while the political shake-up that 

occurred in Thailand did not transform the army into adopting a professional behavior. 

In Indonesia, the fall of Soeharto has caused the military to reform itself and go back 

to barracks, while the Thai military still intervenes in a civil socio-political life.  Third, 

the strategy undertaken by the Indonesian government to separate the military from 

policing, to abolish the function of the Territorial Army, prohibits the military from 

being involved in business, and not giving permission to the military to participate 

actively in civil life unless they step out of their uniforms has made Indonesian 

military becoming increasingly more professional.  In Thailand, the army did not 

experience political transformation because the civil elite are always interested in 

intervening in the socio-political lives of the people. As a result, military 

professionalism in Thailand does not shift away from its involvement in civil life. With 

these findings, this study contributes an important aspect to the body of political 

knowledge, that is military professionalism can be implemented and executed on the 

initiative of the army itself, rather than from outside. This happened in Indonesia 

because the Indonesian military understand the significance of democracy for the 

political development of civilized nations. 
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