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LANGUAGE OF KNOWLEDGE

DON: UPHOLD BAHASA MELAYU

‘Many books on
science and
technology have
been published i |n
thelanguage |

HAFIZAH SZAHANID -
SERDANG

‘and it was replaced

haﬁza@bh.cdm.my i

HE belief of certain
quarters who are un-

convinced with Bahasa

Melayu’s role as the lan-

guage of knowledge and the

medium of science and technol-
ogy is baseless.

Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia’s Chemical and Process
Engineering lecturer Professor
Datuk Dr Wan Ramli Wan Daud
said this was becausé numerous
+b00ks in the said fields had al-

ready been published in the lan-
guage since the 1980s,

He said many public universi-
ties here had used Bahasa Melayu
as the medium.

“The efforts to up-
hold Bahasa Melayu
since Merdeka, espe-
cially in education,
was however halted

with English without
prior studies,” he said
at a forum in conjune-
tion with “Empower-
ment of Bahasa

Universiti Putra
Malaysia (UPM) here yesterday
Wan Ramli said the situation
was made even more challenging
with the implementation of the
Teaching and Learning of Sci-
ence and Mathematics in English
(PPSMI) policy in 2003.

Melayu: Road to the j—"ffessar Datuk gramme was intro-
Fourth Industrial Rev- Dr Wan Ramli duced.
olution” seminar at Wan Daud “We are a sovereign

“Studies conducted by Univer-

siti Pendidikan Sultan Idris in
2008 and international studies

llke Trends in International
Mathematics and Sci-
ence Study in 2007
revealed the decline
of competency per-
centage in Science
and Mathematics af-
ter PPSMI was intro-
duced,” he said.

He said the findings
were not fully recog-
nised and the Dual
Language Pro-

country and should
use our, own language, including
in science and technology,” he
said.

The forum was mediated byx
Perbadanan Kota Buku chief ex- -

ecutive officer Sayed Munawar
Sayed Mustar and was joined by

former Universiti Malaya vice-
-chancellor Datuk Professor

Emeritus Dr Hashim Yaacob and
Malaysian Islamic Understanding
Institute director general Datuk
Professor Dr Azizan Baharuddin.

Hashim said Bahasa Melayu re-
mained relevant and important,
therefore efforts to uphold its
stature must be done, including
to increase science and technol-
ogy publications written in the
language.

“Vocabulary and terms in Ba-
hasa Melayu must be added with-
out having to derive them from
English. .

“The fight to uphold Bahasa
Melayu is important, but it does
not mean that English is being
sidelined.”

Deputy Education Minister Teo
Nie Ching launched the closing
ceremony of the event, which was
organised in collaboration with
UPM and Dewan Bahasa dan Pus-
taka.

1JOK SCAM CLAIM

Irmohizam

‘apologises

“IN the publication of New Straits
Times on 14.4.2018, New Straits
Times published on page 11 of its
newspaper, an article attributing
Sivarasa Rasiah, Umar Ali
Bashah and Ab Hamid bin Johari
as being part of an elaborate
scam to cheat the ljok settlers,
based on my press statement en-
titled, Was PKR Selangor Govt
Part of an Elaborate Scam to
Cheat the Settlers? released on
13.4.2018. 1 now recognise that
the allegation in my press state-
ment was wholly wrong and un-
intentional, and has caused
Sivarasa Rasiah, Umar bin Ali
Bashah dan Ab Hamid bin Johari
considerable- embarrassment
and distress. | wish to take this
opportunity to withdraw the al-
legation unreservedly. 1 express
my sincere regret and apologise
to them for any embarrassment
and distress caused to them by
the said press statement.” Thank
you. Datuk Seri Dr Irmohizam
Ibrahim




