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Youths playing Pokemon Go al o PokeStop in Gurmey Drive, Penang, yesterdiay. Pic by Muhammad Mikail Ong

Hindu Sangam calls
for Pokemon Go ban

DANGER: Players safety could be compromised, says president
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ALAYSIA Hindu Sangam
{MHS) has calied for loca-
Chort- b mied re-
ality game Pokemon Go (o be

Its president, Damk BS Mohan
Shan, sald this was because plvers”
safety and security could be come-
promised when they ventured into
witfamiliag places.

“We cannot agree with the game,
& |t 15 not safe and can being danger
10 youngsters I they Fail 1o exencise
salf-contool,

“The game can be addictive and
people will spend most of their lime
o the phoné rather than dodng what
they are supposed to do” he told the
New Straits Times yesterda.

He also questioned the purpose of
having PokeStops ot religious loca-
thons.

"1 don't understand why they use
religious sites as PokeStops.

“This will misguide youngsters
exsily as they enter houses of wor-
zhip with the wrong Intentions and
puampeses,” he sadd,

“We don’t encourage the game
and weanie it to be Ban oed”

A Universitl Patra Malmrsla socl-
ologlst had recommended thar the
Eami be banned a5 it carried many

negative implications.

Prof Dramak Dr Mohammad Shatar
Sabran, a peofestar ot the Faculty of
Huran Ecohogy, sald Pokermon Go
could cause one 10 become com-
placent.

"It cases people to negleot thelr
daily dutles” Mohammad warned,
in the Bernama Radio programme
Dalam Radar on Wednesday
night,

He sadd Pokemon Go plivers, &
pecialhy the young generation. now
prefemred to play the game rather
than communicating with their
Cemilies and friends.

He added that the negathee per-
ception came from the
players’ precocupation in
the hunt for the Pokeman
characters.

Christians for Peace and
Harmany in Malaysia
chairman Wong Kim Kong.
meanwhile, said he had no
isset with the game, as it
did not promcte any form  [§F

of betlels despite having  Daruk RS

schools and religlous sites " hedaid. :

Wong, however, advited plavers |
ool 1o be top éngrosed with the |
fame as i could distract foous and |
endanger themmtehes.

“The game, il not contained. can
incalcate the cubture of invaséon and
appression,” he added,

In Aler Swwr, the Hedah govern-
ment has nsrnected the state Islam-

lc Religious Department o erect | |

gignboards prohibiting people to !
play the gaming sensation ar all :

mrCesqees |m thee stane.

Menter] Besar Datuk Serd Ahmad
Bashah Md Hanipah said the
slgnbeards were needed afrer
he state’s Falwa
Committee
banned the mo-
bile application
game due o its
harmfal effects on
Muslims,

He zaid the
signboards waore
RSO TOMEARL 10 phe-
vent people from

Prof Datuk Dr

Pokemon Go safety tips
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Meeting bere yesterday.
He als asked the Makyysian Com-
munications and
Multimedia
Commisilon 1o
conduct a com-
prebensive smudy
on thi gasme and
take action
agalnst those
pilaying ir.
Bazhah salid
civil servants In

servants would be able to carry out
their duties commendably withour

¢l on Wedmesday ruled
thas the game i kargaor for
Miuslims and that the game
should be banned in the
COLRTEY.

The game, developsd by
HNiantke Ine of Nimendo
USA, wik launched o July

Pokesops &t places ol wor- - Modas Shan turning mosques  Mobammad  the stabe were ad- & and has now reached the

ehig Inte places ro  Shatar vised not 1o play  Bashah Md Malaysian marker and
“I den't foe] that the game has any  gacher to play the game, Sabran Fokemon Go Handpahl miode than 30 other aoan-

connection with religion even “If theére & enforcement while on dury wries since Mg d

theegh it uses places of worship as
PokeSiops,

“The PokeStops also tend o be
placed permanently and nof likely
10 be changed, for example, at

{being donel) on those who play the
gpame, we heave {the case) 1o the rel-
evan! authorities for the nead course
of acticn.” he sakd after chakring the
Hist State Planning Commities

because it could affect their
wark

However, he sabd, there wete no
Mmemos or clroulars ssweed 20 far on
the matter, as he belirved the chvil

It is a conventicnal “hide and
sock” game that requires players w
find and fght wirtual characters
based on real-world locations that
are depected through smanphones,



